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| ntroduction To First Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 1: 1

INTRODUCTION

1. A wonderful hope of the Chrigtian isthe promise of the Lord' s return...
a. A promise given when Jesus ascended into heaven - Ac 1:9-11
b. A promise desgned to motivate Chrigtians to live holy and godly lives - 2 Pe 3:10-14

2. How then should we live as we anticipate the Lord’ sreturn? This question is addressed in Paul’s
fird epidtle to the ThessAonians...
a. Inwhich every chapter has some mention of the Lord' sreturn
b. Inwhich wefind practica ingructions for holy and godly living

[That we might be ready for the Lord’ s return, we begin this series of sermons based on Fir st
Thessalonians. In thislesson, we shal congder some background information on this epistle...]

|. THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE (1:1a)

A. PAUL...
1. Known formerly as Saul of Tarsus, persecutor of the church - Ac 9:1-2
2. Who became known as the “gpostle to the Gentiles’ - Ac 9:15
3. Author of half of the books of the New Testament

B. JOINED BY SILVANUSAND TIMOTHY ...
1. Silvanus, ds0 known as Silas

a

o o000

Origindly an emissary from the apostles and eldersin Jerusdem - Ac 15:22,27
Identified as a prophet, who exhorted the brethren in Antioch - Ac 15:32

Who remained in Antioch, later became Paul’ s traveling companion - Ac 15:34, 40-41
Who suffered mistreastment and imprisonment with Paul in Philippi - Ac 16:19-25
Who together with Paul established the church in Thessalonica- Ac 17:1-4

2. Tlmothy aso known as Timotheus

a

A young disciple who traveled with Paul - Ac 16:1-3

b. Who is mentioned with Paul in many of hisletters- eg., 2 Co 1:1; Ph 1:1
c. Therecipient of two lettersfrom Paul - 1 Ti 1:1; 2 Ti 1.1

d.

e. Who had just returned from atrip to Thessalonica- 1 Th 3:1-2,6

Who suffered imprisonment himself - He 13:23

[ These three men had a vested interest in the welfare of the church in Thessadlonica. Speaking of that
church, let’s now focus on...]

II. THE RECIPIENTSOF THE EPISTLE (1:1b)

A. THECITY OF THESSALONICA...
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It was the capitd and largest city of the Roman province of Macedonia

Located on the Egnatian Way, amgor road from Rome to the eastern provinces
The city served as a center of trade and commerce

Today, it isknown as Thessdloniki (formerly Salonica)

B. THE CHURCH OF THE THESSALONIANS...

1.

2.

Its establishment isrecorded in Ac 17:1-9

a. On hissecond journey, Paul and his companions hed just left Philippi

b. Traveing through Amphipolis and Apallonia, they arrived a Thessdonica

c. Paul immediately located the synagogue and used their Sabbath gathering as an
opportunity for evangelism

d. For three weeks he reasoned with the Jews, converting some and a number of
prominent Gentiles

e.  Unbdieving Jaws soon caused a disturbance, forcing Paul to leave

Despite such ominous beginnings, a strong church was established

a. It quickly gained agood reputation-1Th 1:8

b. Itwasmodly Gentiles-1Th 1.9

c. Membersincluded Jason (Ac 17:9), Aristarchus and Secundus (Ac 20:4)

[ The reputation of this church is even more remarkable when we consider how young it was. The
young age of the church becomes apparent when we consider...]

[II.THE PLACE AND DATE OF WRITING

A. THE PLACE...

1.

The letter itsdlf indicates it was not written long after Paul’ s departure

a.  Paul had only been goneashort time-1Th 2:17-18

b. Hehad sent Timothy from Athens, who had returned - 1 Th 3:1-6

From Luke srecord in Acts, it is evident Paul wrote this epistle soon after arriving in
Corinth on his second missonary journey

a. For Paul did not stay long in Athens- Ac 17:16-18:1

b. And Timothy came back from Macedonia after Paul arrived in Corinth - Ac 18:5
So the place of writing ismogt likely Corinth

B. THE DATE...

1.
2.

Writing soon after hisarrival in Corinth, this would place the date around 50-52 A.D.
Thiswould make First Thessalonians one of Paul’ s earliest known writings, if not the first

[Now let’s examine...]

IV. THE PURPOSE AND CONTENT OF THE EPISTLE

A. THE PURPOSE...

1.

Paul had been anxious about the condition of the church
a. Occasioned by his abrupt departure - Ac 17:10
b. Hewanted to return, but was hindered - 1 Th 2:17-18
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c. Hisanxiety prompted him to send Timothy to encouraged them -1 Th 3:1-3
2. Timothy had brought back good news! -1 Th 3:6-8
a. Of ther faith and love, and of their desre to see Paul again
b. Ther steadfastness comforted Paul grestly
3. From the content of the letter (see below), it becomes gpparent that Paul had athreefold
purpose in mind as he wrote this | etter:
a. To prasethem for their steadfastness under persecution
b. Toindruct them concerning holy living
c. To correct any misunderstanding, especidly regarding the second coming of Christ

B. THE CONTENT...
1. Theepigleisuniquein that every chapter ends with areference to the second coming of
Christ -1 Th 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23
2. Hereisabrief outline of the epidtle:
a. Persond reflections (1-3)
1) Regarding their condition - 1:1-10
2) Regarding his conduct - 2:1-12
3) Regarding his concern - 2:13-3:13
b. Apogalic ingructions (4-5)
1) Wadkinhadliness-4:1-8
2) Wdkinlove-4:9-10
3) Wadk indiligence-4:11-12
4) Wak in hope - 4:13-18
5) Wadkinlight -5:1-11
6) Wak in obedience - 5:12-28

CONCLUSION

1. With such an emphasis on steedfastness and holy living, an gppropriate theme for this epidle
would be: “HolinessIn View Of The Coming Of Christ”

2. Inkeeping with such atheme, | offer the following passage asthe key ver ses of the epistle:

“ And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and
to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blamelessin
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all Hissaints.” -1Th 3:12-13

As we proceed through this epitle, it will be my prayer and am that our study will lead to gresater
faithfulness and holinessin our service to God as we wait for the coming of Jesus!

Areyou ready for Hiscoming? Evenif you should die before He returns, are you ready to face Him in
the Judgment? Let the apostles of Christ tel you what you need to do be ready for that day - cf. Ac
2:36-38; 17:30-31 Only then canit truly be sad: “ Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Th 1:1c)
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Their Faith, Love, And Hope
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

INTRODUCTION

1. Asnoted in our previous study, the beginning of the church in Thessalonicais recorded by Lukein

Ac 17:1-10...

a.  On his second missonary journey, Paul and his companions had just |ft Philippi

b. Traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they arrived a Thessdonica

c. Paul immediately located the synagogue and used their Sabbath gathering as an opportunity for
evangdism

d. For three weeks he reasoned with the Jews, converting some and a number of prominent
Gentiles

e. But unbelieving Jews soon caused a disturbance, forcing Paul to leave

2. Wedso noted that the epistle commonly called 1st Thessalonians...
a. Waswritten not long after Paul had |eft Thessalonica
b. Probably from Corinth, sometime during 50-52 A.D.

3  Wha wasthe church in Thessaonica like?
a.  Without Paul, did the young church survive?
b. Had persecution discouraged the new converts?
--  These were some of the concerns that prompted Paul to send Timothy - cf. 1 Th 3:1-6

[Timothy brought back news that was certainly encouraging, and in Paul’ s opening remarks we learn
about “ Their Faith, Love, And Hope.” First we notice that Paul is thankful to God for...]

|. THEIR WORK OF FAITH

A. THEY HAD A WORKING FAITH...
1. Inother words, afaith that was dive! - cf. Ja 2:20,26
2. Ther faith waslikely centered in the person of Jesus Christ - cf. Co 1:4
3. Itwaslikdy prompted by love - cf. Ga 5:6; Jn 14:15
--Inhis second letter to them, Paul would remark about how their faith continued to grow
exceedingly -2Th 1:3

B. WHAT ABOUT OUR FAITH...?
1. Isourfathaliving fath?
a. A fath manifeging itself in obedience to the word of God?
b. Or are we like some who believe, but do not obey Jesus?
1) Such as some of the Jewish rulers who believed in Jesus - Jn 12:42,43
2) Such asthe demonswho believe, but only tremble - Ja 2: 19
2. Isour faith srongly centered in Jesus Christ?
a. A fath produced by the word of God? - cf. Ro 10:17
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b. A faththat leadsto lifein Jesus Chrig? - cf. Jn 20:30-31
-- If our faith islike that of the Thessaonians, then it too will “grow exceedingly”, evidenced by
our faithful serviceto the Lord!
[Paul was aso thankful to hear of...]

II. THEIR LABOR OF LOVE

A. THEY HAD A WORKING LOVE...
1. A lovethat wasnot in word only, but in deed and truth! - cf. 1 Jn 3:18
2. Their lovewaslikely directed toward their brethrenin Chrigt - ¢f. Co 1.4
3. Paul would later commend their brotherly love-1Th 4:9-10
-- Inhissecond letter, Paul would remark about how their love continued to “abound” - 2 Th
1:3

B. WHAT ABOUT OUR LOVE...?

1. Isourloveinword or tongue only, or in deed and truth?
a. Dowe“wak thewak”?
b. Or dowejust “tak thetak”?

2. Isour love directed toward our brethren in Christ?
a. Whichisamark of true discipleship - Jn 13:34-35
b. Whichisan indication of spiritud life- 1 Jn 3:14,18-19

-- If our loveislike that of the Thessdonians, then it too will “abound”, evidenced by serving
one another in love - cf. Ga 5:13

[Findly, we note Paul’ s gratitude for...]

I[II.THEIR PATIENCE OF HOPE

A. THEY HAD A HOPE THAT GAVE THEM PATIENCE...
1. A strong hopeisthat which gives one patience - cf. Ro 8:25
2. Ther hope was likdly focused on what was laid up for them in heaven - cf. Co 1:5
3. Peter referred to this hope as an inheritance “incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you’ - 1 Pe 1:3-4
-- Paul would later encourage them to wear this“hope” asahemet - 1 Th 5:8

B. WHAT ABOUT OUR HOPE...?

1. Do we have astrong hope?
a. A hope that comes from reading the Scriptures? - cf. Ro 15:4
b. A hope that spurs usto be diligent, living holy and godly lives? - cf. 2 Pe 3:10-14
c. A hopethat prompts people to wonder why we haveit? - cf. 1 Pe 3:15

2. Isour hope focused our “inheritance” laid up for usin heaven?
a. That city whose builder and maker is God?- He 11:10,16; 13:14
b. The new heavens and new earth, in which righteousness dwells? - 2 Pe 3:13
c. Which is beautifully described by John?- Re 21:1-7

-- If our hopeislike that of the Thessalonians, then we too shdl let it be a“hemet” protecting
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our minds from the digtractions of thisworld which is passng away! - cf. 1 Jn 2:17

CONCLUSION

1. This“triad” of faith, love, and hopeis a common refrain of Paul...
a. Hewrote of themin his epistle to the Colossans- Co 1:4-5
b. Alsoinhisfirg epigle to the Corinthians- 1 Co 13:13
-- But helikdy first wrote of them in this epidtle to the Thessalonians

2. Whilethey do not condtitute dl the gracesto be found in Chrigtians (cf. Ga 5:22-23; 2 Pe 1:5-8)...
a. They certainly are among the most important - 1 Co 13:13; Co 3:14
b. Where found, the otherswill likely follow

May the remarkable faith, love and hope of the church of the Thessaonians, who were but recent
converts, inspire us to grow in our own faith in Chrigt, our love for the brethren, and our hope for the
inheritance reserved in heaven!
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Ther Election By God
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul contemplated the condition of the church a Thessaonica, he had much for which to be
thankful - 1 Th 1:2-3
a. They had afaith that worked
b. They had alove which labored
c. They had ahope that gave them patience

2. Heaso took consolation in knowing that they were “ chosen” ...
a. Hereferstother “eection by God” - 1 Th 1.4
b. Asevidence, he reminds them of how God had worked through such men as Paul, Silvanus,
and Timothy - 1 Th 1.5

3. Insomeway, these Thessaonians had become part of God's chosen people...
a. A specid people asdescribed in 1 Pe 2:9-10
b. Just asthe nation of Isradl had been chosen by God - Deu 10:15

4. Severd questions naturaly come to mind regarding the Thessalonians and their dection by God...
a When did God make His choice?
b. Were the Thessaonians chosen individualy, or as part of a corporate or generd choice?
c. Wasther dection by God find, i.e., was it impossble for them to lose their privilege of being
God's chosen people?
-- And how might the answers to these questions relate to our own election by God?

[Let’sfirgt focus our attention on theidea of ...]

|. THEIRELECTION BY GOD

A. THE“WORD” TRANSLATED ELECTION...
1. Comesfrom ekloge, meaning “the act of picking out, choosing”
2. Rdated to the idea of being chosen, which comes from the Greek eklegomai and means
“to pick out, choose, to pick or choose out for one’s self”

B. THE“TIME OF GOD’SELECTION...
1. God made His choice “ before the foundation of theworld” - Ep 1:4
2. Jud aswith Christ Himsdlf, who was foreordained “ before the foundation of the world”
-1Pel1:20

C. THE“OBJECTS” OF GOD'SELECTION...
1. When God made His “choice’ before the world began...
a. Did He chose certain individuas to become His elect?
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b. Or was His choice more generd in nature?
2. Two popular answers to this question:
a. TheCalvinist believesthat this choice was...
1) Individud (only certain select individuas have been chosen)
2) Dependent solely upon God' s gracious and mysterious will, without any
foreknowledge of good or evil on the part of those selected
3) Unconditiond and find (there is no possibility of gpogtasy)
b. The Arminian believesthat this choice was...
1) Individud (certain sdlect individuas have been chosen)
2) Based upon foreknowledge of those souls who would respond to the gospel and
perseverein thefath
3) Unconditiond and find, in the sense that God dready knows those who will
persevereto the end
3. Paul sayssmply that God “chose usin Him” (i.e,, Christ) - cf. Ep 1:4
a. | undergand this dection by God to have been general, not particular; cor por ate, not
individud
b. To refer to the body of Chrigt, the church as awhole, which God chose for His divine
and gracious purposes He planned to carry out in Christ
c. Jug aslgrad (asanation) had been chosen by God to receive His blessings

D. THE “PROCESS’ OF GOD’'SELECTION...
1. How did the Thessd onians become part of God' s chosen people?
2. Paul explainsin his second epigle-2 Th 2:13-14
a. “through sanctification of the Spirit”
1) Herewe see God's part, the sanctifying work of the Spirit
2) Thisthe Spirit did through the truth, or Word of God, which He reveded through
the gpostles - cf. Jn 16:13; 17:17; Ep 6:17
b. “and belief of the truth”
1) Herewe see man's part, as the Thessa onians heeded the Word of God
2) Therefore when they heeded the preaching of the gospd, they were saved, and as
such became God' s dlect!
c. ThisGod accomplished by caling them through the gospel proclaimed by the apostles
-2Th2:14

[ Today, when a person heeds the gospel of Chrigt, they are “sanctified” (set gpart) by the Holy Spirit as
aresult of believing the truth. According to God' s choice made before the world began, all who obey
Christ become part of that greet body of the saved in Chrigt, God'seect! But istheir participation in
the blessngs of the dect find...7|

. MAKING OUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE

A. GOD'SELECTION ISUNCONDITIONAL...
1. God' sédection or choice was gener al
2. Hechoseto save people”in Chrigt”
3. That choiceisunconditiond and find
a. Thereisno way anyone can be saved without Christ
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b. AsJesus Himsdf said, “no one can come to the Father except through M€’ - Jn 14:6
c. AsPeer would later say, “there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” - Ac 4:12

B. OUR ELECTION ISCONDITIONAL...
1. Whether we asindividuas remain in the body or church, (God' s ect) is conditiona
2. Wemus be“diligent to make your calling and election sure” - 2 Pe 1:10
a Jud aslsrad (asanation) had been chosen by God to receive His blessings
b. But Individudly, the Isradlites dso had to “make thair caling and eection sure’
c. Remember the many Isradlites who became God' s lect & Mount Sinal, but died |ater
in the wilderness
3. Thuswe find many warnings in the Scriptures to remain faithful
a. Orfdl jus like many did in the wilderness- He 3:12-19
b. Or come short of our heavenly res, like they failed to enter Canaan - He 4: 1-3,9-11
4. Jesus Himsdf warned His disciples
1) Befruitful, or be cut off! - Jn 15:1-6
2) Befaithful, to recaive the crown of lifel - Re 2:10

CONCLUSION

1. Thefathful and fruitful lives of the Thessalonians gave Paul confidence concerning their dection...
a. Ther activefaith, loveand hope-1Th 1:2-3
b. Their reception of Paul and theWord-1Th 1.6-7

2. But whether they remained part of God's elect was not findl...
a If it was, why even bother to worry about them?-1Th 3:1,5-6
b. Aslong asthey remaned faithful, Paul was comforted -1 Th 3.7

3. Dear friends and brethren, what about us...?
a. Areweincluded among God's elect?
1) God's choiceregarding sdvation is ill sure and find
2) Only in Chrigt Jesusisthere sdvation!
3) Through the gospd, God is il cdling people
--  Obey the gospd, and you will be set apart by the Spirit to become one of God' s chosen!
b. Arewe being diligent to make our cdling and dection sure?
1) Arewefaithful and fruitful in our service to Christ?
2) Will we persevere to the end, or fal short of our heavenly rest?

That we may experience the eternd blessngs God has prepared for His Elect, let us heed the
admonition of Scripture:

“Beware, brethren, lest there bein any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, whileitiscalled
‘Today, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we
have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence
steadfast to theend.” (He 3:12-14)
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A Church Worthy Of Imitation
1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

INTRODUCTION

1. A good role modd isvery important...
a It demongrates what can be done
b. It providesdirection for what should be done
c. Itinspires oneto do what ought to be done

2. Chridians are blessed to have many role models...
a. Asindividuds, we have many good role moddsin the Scriptures
b. As churches, we aso have role models that ought to inspire any congregation

3.  Among the many churches described in the New Testament, the church of the Thessalonians proved
to be a congregation worthy of emulation...
a. Paul commended their examplein 1 Th 1.7
b. Even though they were arather young church

[In1Th 1:6-10, Paul mentions severd things for which the Thessalonians were exemplary. To
encourage us both individualy and as a congregation of the Lord, we shdl review why they were
“A Church Worthy Of Imitation”. Note first that they were commended for...]

|. THEIRIMITATION OF PAUL AND THE LORD (6a)

A. NOTE THAT THEY WERE IMITATORSTHEMSELVES...
1. Following after the example of Paul and the Lord
Following after the example of other churches-1Th 2:14
Something Paul commanded the church in Corinthto do - 1 Co 4:16
He likewise commanded the Philippians to imitate or follow the example of others - Ph 3:17
Even as he himsdf sought to imitate Christ -1 Co 11:1
Notewell: those who would be good examples to others must first be imitators!

abronN

B. HOW ABOUT USTODAY...?
1. Arewe seeking to imitate others who are good examples?
2. Asdistiples of Jesus, we should certainly seek to imitate Him! - cf. Jn 13:13-15
3. Aschildren of God, we should dso imitate Him - Ep 5:1
4. Itislikdy that we dso have other role models worthy of emulation, both individuas and
churches
Focus on being good imitators, and we shdl dso be“ A Church Worthy Of Imitation”!

[Next we notice that Paul commends them for...]

II. THEIR RECEPTION OF THE WORD (6b)
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A. NOTE HOW THEY RECEIVED THE WORD...

1. FArg,itwas”in much affliction”
a. They received the word despite persecution - cf. Ac 17:1-10; 1 Th 3:1-4
b. Inthisthey werelikethe churchesin Judea-1Th 2:14

2. Second, it was “with joy of the Holy Spirit”
a. Joy isafruit of following after the Spirit - Ga 5:22
b. Inresponseto prayer, God imparts joy to the believer through the Spirit - Ro 15:13
c. Especidly when the Word is received in times of persecution - Ac 13:49-52

3. Later, Paul describes further how they received the Word - 1 Th 2:13
a. Not asthe word of men
b. But asthe Word of God

-- Animportant part of becoming an example worthy of imitation is receiving the Word of God
in the right way

B. HOW ABOUT USTODAY...?
1. How isour reception of the Word of God?
a. Do wereceive the Word only when it is convenient?
b. Do we take advantage of opportunities to study God's Word?
c. Isour attendance of worship and Bible study classes haphazard?
d. If wedo not experience the joy the Holy Spirit imparts, could it be related to neglecting
the Word of God?
2. Arewe*® A Church Worthy Of Imitation” when it comesto the Word Of God?
a. If every one sudied the Bible like we do...
1) Would churches grow?
2) Would churches have dders?
b. Asindividuds, are we receiving the Word properly?
1) With meekness, aware of our need for the Word?-Ja 1:21
2) Like newborn babes desire their mothers milk, knowing that the Word is necessary
for spiritud growth?- 1 Pe 2:1-2
-- If we do not st the right example regarding our reception of the Word, then we will be
following the example of those who were rebuked - cf. He 5:12

[ The Thessa onians were not only good students and learners of the Word, they were aso commended
for...]

III. THEIR SPREADING OF THE WORD (8)

A. NOTE HOW THEY HAD PROCLAIMED THE WORD...

1. From them the Word had “ sounded forth”
a. They did not keep quiet about their faith
b. They did not limit their evangdidic efforts to just being good examples of what it means

to be a Chrigtian

2. From them the Word spread to other places
a.  Throughout Macedonian and Achaia (provinces of modern day Greece)
b. Alsoinevery place (to regions beyond their own country)

Sermons From First Thessalonians 13




Mark A. Copeland

3. Suchwasclear indication of ther “faith toward God”
a. Not only the Word itsdlf, but their own faith had become known to others
b. Implying that spreading the Word is an indication of faithfulness

-- “A Church Worthy Of Imitation” will be one with an evangdidtic focus thet looks
beyond the loca community

B. HOW ABOUT USTODAY...?

1. Do we have asmilar evangdidtic focus?
a. Arewelooking beyond the needs of our locad community?
b. Arewe working toward spreading the gospel in other places?

2. Theneed for such churchesis dill great today!
a. How shdl people believe unless they have heard, and how shdl they hear without

preachers who are sent? - Ro 10:14-17

b. Just as Antioch sent out Paul and Barnabas - Ac 13:1-3
c. Judt as Gaus helped missonaries dong theway - 3 Jn 5-8

--Until achurch growsto the point that it sounding forth the Word in other places by sending
or supporting preachers, it has yet to become“ A Church Worthy Of Imitation”

[Just as the Word of God and the faith of the Thessalonians spread and become known, so had news
regarding...]

IV. THEIR SERVICE TO GOD (9)

A. NOTE THE CHANGE THAT LED TO THEIR SERVICE...

1. They had “turned to God from idols’
a. Theword “turned” suggests a converson
b. A dramatic shift from devotion to idols to devotion to God
c. Which Paul preached on other occasions - cf. Ac 14:15

2. Thisconverson made their service to God possible
a.  One cannot serve both God and idols
b. To serve God, we must turn away from those things that would draw us away from

God - cf. Mt 6:24

--  Genuine, faithful service to God requires a true converson, in which we turn away from

things of the world aswell as turn toward God

B. HOW ABOUT USTODAY...?

1. Thereare“idals’ from which we need to turn away
a. E.g., covetousnessis defined asidolatry - Ep 5:5; Co 3:5
b. We can bejus as guilty of idolatry today, when we dlow other things to distract our

service to God

2. Isour service to God hindered by divided devotion?
a. Trying to serve God while sill wanting to serve the world?
b. Wanting to love the things of the world while loving the Father?

--  As John made clear, such divided devotion is not possible! - 1 Jn 2:15-17

[Findly, the church in Thessalonicawas “ A Church Worthy Of Imitation” regarding...]
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V. THEIR ANTICIPATION OF JESUS (10)

A. NOTE THAT THEY WERE LOOKING FOR JESUSTO RETURN...
1. Theword “wait” suggests they were looking for and anticipating His return - cf. Ph 3:20
2. Thisanticipation isonethat dl Chrisiansareto have- Ti 2:11-13; 2 Pe 3:11-12
3. For Jesuswill comefor sdvation to those who “ eagerly wait for Him” - He 9:28
-- A church worth imitating will be one that dways has the hope of Jesus returning
B. HOW ABOUT USTODAY...?
1. Arewe eagerly waiting for Jesusto return?
2. Doesthereturn of Jesus even enter our minds?
a. When it does, do we hope thet it will be ddayed?
b. Orisour atitude like that of John, who prayed “ Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” - Re
22:20
--  How we answer such questions reveals much about our spiritua condition, and whether we
as a church are worthy of imitation!
CONCLUSION
1. Remember that the church in Thessaonicawas very young...
a It had been established only a short time before Paul penned these words
b. Yet Paul could write such complimentary words about them
2. It demongrates what can happen when people totaly give themselvesto Jesus...
a. When they seek to imitate Jesus and His apostles
b. When they receive the Word, even it the middle of persecution
c. When they turn from the world, and turn to God in full devotion
d. When they let the promise of Jesus’ return motivate thar lives
-- Through such a church the Word of God will be “trumpeted forth”, as well as the reputation of
their faith...Will this be true of us?
3. Inconcluson, we note that Jesus’ coming will ddiver usfrom “ the wrath to come” ...

a

b.

In his second epigtle to this church, Paul described that wrath to come-2 Th 1:7-10
How does Jesus deliver us from that wrath?

1) Through His desth on the cross- Ro 5:8-9

2) Through Hislife which reconcilesusto God - Ro 5:10-11

Will Jesus deliver us from that wrath to come when He comes again? It dl depends upon whether we
accept the goodness of God that should lead us to repentance - cf. Ro 2:4-10
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A Preacher Worthy Of Imitation
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson we mentioned the vaue of a good role modd!...
a. It demongrates what can be done
b. It providesdirection for what should be done
c. Itinspires oneto do what ought to be done
-- Thechurch & Thessdonica cartanly servesas“ A Church Worthy Of Imitation”

2. Inthe second chapter of 1t Thessalonians, we find Paul reflecting upon...
a. His preaching while a Thessalonica-1Th 2:1-8
b. Hisconduct while & Thessdonica-1Th 2:9-12

--  From which we learn that Paul certainly servesas® A Preacher Worthy Of Imitation”

[Just as churches would do well to emulate the church at Thessalonica, so preachers would do well to

imitate the example of the gpostle Paul while he worked with them. But not just preachers; dl Chrigtians

would benefit by imitating the example of Paul. Consider therefore...]

I. THE MANNER OF HISPREACHING

A. WITH BOLDNESS...
1. Paul preached with boldness-1Th 2:1-2
a. Despite his previous persecution at Philippi
b. Despite the persecution a Thessaonica
2. Such boldness was not natura for Paul, or for others
a. Paul often experienced fear and trembling - 1 Co 2:3
b. Timothy needed encouragement to be bold -2 Ti 1:6-8
3. But hefound boldness*in our God”

a. For which reason he asked others to pray for him, that God would grant him boldness

- Ep 6:19-20
b. Others dso looked to God when in need of boldness - Ac 4:29,31
-- To proclam the word with al boldness, look to God for courage!

B. WITH TRUTH AND HONESTY ...
1. Paul preached the truth, not error - 1 Th 2:3

He did so with honesty, not through impure motives or trickery -1 Th 2:3; 2 Co 4:2

2.

3. Note the need for both truth and honesty:
a. Itisnot enough to speak the truth, we must do so honestly
b. Itisnot enough to be honest, we must speak the truth

-- Let'sdriveto have both truth and honesty! - cf. 2 Co 2:17

C. PLEASING GOD, NOT MEN...
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1. Paul was aware that God had trusted him withthegospel -1 Th 2:4

a. Asanexpresson of grace- Ep 3:8

b. Asan example of mercy and longsuffering- 1 Ti 1:11-16
2. Thereforeit was God he sought to please, not man-1Th 2:4

a. Knowing that it is God who triesthe heart - He 4:13

b. Knowing that thisis what made him atrue servant of Chrigt - Ga 1:10
--  Be concerned with pleasing God, not gaining the popularity of men!

D. WITHOUT FLATTERY OR COVETOUSNESS...

1. Paul did not resort to flattering words to gain an audience-1Th 2:5
a. Heundoubtedly knew that using flattery was dangerous - Pro 29:5
b. Hattery isatool used by fseteachers- 2 Pe 2:18

2. Nor did Paul resort to using covetousness, either to persuade or for his own persond gain
-1Th25
a. Covetousnessis another tool of false teachers- 1 Pe 2:1-3
b. Paul was careful not to take advantage of his brethren, becoming wedthy off of them

- Ac20:33; 2Co 11:9; 12:17

-- Win souls through the truth, not flattery, and avoid any semblance of taking advantage of

brethren for monetary gain

E. WITHOUT SEEKING FOR GLORY FROM MEN...
1. Paul was careful not to seek glory from them or from others-1 Th 2:6
a. Asan gpodle of Chrigt it would have been easy to do
b. He could have easly abused his authority, but he was careful not to
2. Any such glory would have been vain glory - Pro 25:27
--  True servants do not seek glory from men, but from God!

F. WITH GENTLENESSAND AFFECTION...

1. Hewasgentle, like anurang mother with her children-1Th 2.7
a. Ashe counsded Timothy to be towardsthose in error - 2 Ti 2:24-25
b. Asheingructed the spiritud to be toward those overtaken in afault - Ga 6:1

2. Hehad afection for them, which prompted him to share not just the gospd, but his own life
-1Th28
a. Paul was apreacher who loved his brethren - cf. Ph 1:8
b. For which hejoyfully sacrificed hislife as necessary - cf. Ph 2:17

-- Let gentleness and love for the brethren be gpparent both in our preaching and in lifel

[Indeed, one cannot separate our preaching from our life. So aswe continue to learn what made Paul
“A Preacher Worthy Of Imitation”, we focus our attention more closdy on...]

II. THE MANNER OF HISLIFE

A. LABORING NIGHT AND DAY ...
1. Paul did not desire to be a burden, and so worked to support himself -1 Th 2:9
a. Not that it isinappropriate for preachersto be supported - 1 Co 9:7-14
b. Paul choseto preach the gospel without charge as away of demondrating his
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willingnessto accept hiscdling asageward - cf. 1 Co 9:6,15-18
c. So Paul often worked as a tent maker while preaching - eg., Ac 18:1-4
2. Hisexample should remind us of the sacrificid nature of our service
a. Some may choose to support themselves like Paul did
b. All should be available and accessble both night and day - Ac 20:31
c. Note aso that we can serve by praying “night andday” - 1 Th 3:10; 1 Ti 5:5
-- Themain point is that our service to God and one another isanot a9-5 job!

B. DEVOUT, JUST, AND BLAMELESS...

1. “Devoutly” depictsthe nature of hisservice-1Th 2:10
a ltwas“hay” (NIV)
b. Itwas“pure’ (NRSV)

2. “Jdudly” describes his dedlings with hisfellow man
a. Itwas“uprignt” (NRSV)
b. Itwas“righteous’ (NIV)

3. “Blamdesdy” reflects his carefulness to be above reproach
a.  Something he was dways careful about - Ac 24:16; 2 Co 6:3
b. Even before he became a Chridian - Ph 3:6

--  All three of these graces are important; they impact our relationship to God, our reationship
to our fellow man, and help keep our reputation pure

F. FATHERLY...
1. Paul waslikeafathertothem-1Th 2:11
a. Exhorting and comforting them (encouraging them) - eg., 1 Th 4:1
b. Charging them as necessary (commanding them) - eg., 2 Th 3:6,12
2. For he was concerned about their walk (life) asa Christian-1Th 2:12
a. Hewanted their walk to be worthy of God
b. For God had cdled them into His kingdom and glory

CONCLUSION

1. Certanly dl preacherswould do well to have the samekind of fatherly concern (and maotherly
gentleness and affection) that Paul had!

2. But not only preachers...how much better it would be if dl members of the church served one
another as Paul served his brethren!
a.  With boldness, truth and honesty, seeking to pleasing God and not men
b. Without flattery, covetousness, or seeking glory from men
c. Withlabor night and day, seeking to be devout, just, and blameless
--  With the gentleness and affection of a nursng mother, and the guidance and encouragement of a
caring father

Y es, the gpostle Paul isindeed “ A Preacher Worthy Of Imitation” . For such reasons every Christian
would do well to heed his admonition as found in another place:

“Imitate me, just as| also imitate Christ.” (1 Co11:1)
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The Effective Word Of God
1 Thessalonians 2:13

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen the character of the church in Thessdonica-1 Th 1:3-10

a
b.

Their faith, love and hope
Their worthy example to othersin Macedoniaand Achaia

2. Tosome degree, the condition of the church may have been due to the diligent and caring nature of
Paul’ s minigry whilewiththem -1 Th 2:1-12

3. But it could not have happened without their willingness to receive the word of God...

a

Preached to them by Paul, Silas, and Timothy

b. Which they received, not as the word of men, but as the word of God
-- Which worked effectively inthem -1 Th 2:13

[Inour text (1 Th 2:13), we are reminded of the effectiveness of God' s Word for those who believeit.
In this study, | wish to expand upon this thought in order to increase our gppreciation for and reception
of the Word of God in our lives...]

|. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF GOD’SWORD

A

F.

LIVING, POWERFUL, ABLE TO DISCERN...
1. Theword of God isno dead letter - He 4:12
2. Just as Jesus’ words were both spirit and life - IJn 6:63

PRODUCESFAITH...
1. Aswe hear (or read) it, it isable to develop faith in our hearts - Ro 10:17
2. Thisit doesthrough the evidence it presents - cf. Jn 20:30-31

HASPOWER TO SAVE...
1. For it contains the gospel, God' s power unto salvation - Ro 1:16-17
2. Whichisableto save our souls-Ja 1:21

CAUSES ONE TO BE BORN AGAIN...
1. By theword of God, He has brought usforth - Ja 1: 18
2. For theword of God is an incorruptible seed, by which oneisborn again - 1 Pe 1:22-23

KEY TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH...
1. Wegrow by virtue of theword of God - 1 Pe 2:2
2. Just as newborn babes grow by virtue of their mother’ smilk

HELPSTO OVERCOME SATAN...
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1. John praised young men who overcame Satan through the Word of God - 1 Jn 2:14
2. Of course, Jesus overcame Satan by appealing to the Word - Mt 4:1-11

POSSESSES POWER TO SANCTIFY...
1. Aspraised by the Psdmist - Psa 19:7-11
2. Asprayed by Jesus-Jn 17:17

PRESERVESBOTH YOUNG AND OLD...

1. Theyoung cleanse their way by taking heed to it - Psa 119:9

2. Theddersweretold they could guard againgt false teachers and apostasy with the help of
God'sword - Ac 20:28-32

[Such are the many benefits of the wonderful Word of God. It truly is“ The Effective Word Of
God’! But asindicated in our text, God' s word must be properly received...]

II. FOR GOD’SWORD TO BE EFFECTIVE

A. MUST BE RECEIVED WITH FAITH...
1. Foritisworksinthose who believe-1Th 2:13
2. ForitisGod' s power unto savation to those who believe- Ro 1:17
3. For it does not profit those who do not receive it with faith - He 4:2
B. MUST BE RECEIVED WITH MEEKNESS...
1. Theword must be received in meeknessif itisto save-Ja 1:21
2. For suchisthe person God iswilling to guide and teach - Psa 25:9
C. MUST BE RECEIVED BY DOERS...
1. Not just hearers of the Word - Ja 1:22-25
2. Itisin obeying the Word that our souls are purified - 1 Pe 1:22
D. MUST BE FERVENTLY DESIRED...
1. Likenewborn babeslonging for their mothers milk - 1 Pe 2:2
2. For the one who meditates on it day and night istruly blessed - Psa 1:1-3
E. MUST ABIDE IN US...
1. If weareto be strong, and overcome the wicked one- 1 Jn 2:14
2. If wearenottosnagang God - Psa 119:11
CONCLUSION

1. Istheliving, powerful Word of God effective in our lives?

a

b.

Isit producing faith, saving us by causing usto be born again?
Isit producing spiritud growth, manifested by overcoming Satan, living holy lives whether we
areyoung or old?

2. If theWord of God is not making a powerful impact in our lives, could it be...
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a. Wearenot recaiving it with faith and meekness?
b. Weare not recalving it with the intention of obeying it?
c. Wehave not fervently desired it, so that it can not abidein us?

If such isthe case, then we haven't taken the Word of God serioudy. We have tregted it no differently
than the word of men. May the church of the Thessdlonians aways serve to remind us how we ought to

recaveit...

“...you welcomed it not asthe word of men, but asit isin truth, the word of God, which also
effectively worksin you who believe.” (1 Th 2:13)
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The Sins Of The Jews
1 Thessalonians 2:14-16

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour text, Paul reveds how the Thessalonians suffered persecution -1 Th 2:14

a

b.

It was at the hand of their own countrymen - cf. Ac 17:5-10
In this they were imitators of the churchesin Judea, who were aso persecuted by their
countrymen - Ac 8:1; 12:1-4

2. Mentioning the Judaean persecution, Paul ligts the sins of the Jews-1 Th 2:15-16

a

b.

This passage might be construed by some as anti-Semitic
Butitredly igit, for it comes from the heart of one who loved his Jewish brethren - cf. Ro 9:
1-5; 10:1-2

[A careful consideration of these verses and related passages can provide food for thought, especially
regarding the grace of God, His longsuffering, and the danger of despising it. Let’s begin our
congderation by looking more closdly at what this passage says abot...|

I. THE SINSOF THE JEWS

A.

THEY KILLED THE LORD JESUS...
1. Which Peter was not hesitant to proclaim - Ac 2:23,36; 3:14-15; 4:10; 5:30
2. Those who were persondly involved accepted responsibility for thisact - Mt 27:25

. THEY KILLED THEIR OWN PROPHETS...

1. They killed prophets in the days of Elijah - 1 Kin 19:10

2. They killed prophets, including Zechariah, despite the reforms of Jehoida the priest
- 2Chr 24:14-21

3. Assummarized by Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah, and Stephen - 2 Chr 36:16; Neh 9:26;
Jer 2:30; Ac 7:52

THEY PERSECUTED THE APOSTLES..

1. In Jerusaem the apostles had been beaten and threatened - Ac 5:40

2. Ultimately there was the degath of James, and the imprisonment of Peter - Ac 12:1-5
3. Paul had been persecuted in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra- Ac 13:50; 14:1-6,19

4. He had been run out of Thessadonicaand Berea by the Jews- Ac 17:5-10,13-14

. THEY DID NOT PLEASE GOD...

1. Asrebuked by Mosesin the wilderness - Deu 9:7
2. Asdescribed by God to His prophet Ezekie - Ezek 2:3

THEY WERE CONTRARY TO ALL MEN...
1. Tacitus describes them as “cherishing hatred againg dl others’

Sermons From First Thessalonians



Mark A. Copeland

Juvenal says “They would not even point out the way to any one except of the same
religion; nor, being asked, guide any to afountain except the circumcised.”

Diodor us Sicuhs describes them as “those done among dl the nations who were unwilling
to have any intermingling with any other nation, and who regarded dl others as enemies’
Asquoted by Barnesin hiscommentary on 1 Th 2:15

F. FORBIDDING THEM TO SPEAK TO THE GENTILES...

1.
2.

3.

As happened a Antioch of Pisdia- Ac 13:42-51

The ideathat Gentiles could now be included among God' s people was abhorrent to many
Jews, asindicated by their reactionin Ac 22:21-22

Even some Jewish Chrigtians demanded that Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the
Law of Mosesin order to be saved - Ac 15:5

[In this manner the Jews as a nation of people had been filling up the measure of their Sns, and the
fullness of God' s wrath was about to come upon them (perhaps the destruction of Jerusdlemin 70 AD -
cf. Mt 23:29-39).

Now it isimportant to stress that these were not the words of an anti-Semite. Paul loved his brethren in
theflesh (Ro 9:1-5; 10:1-4). They are amply facts of history, given objectively by a Jew who himsdf
had been guilty of the samethings Consider how Paul described himsdlf...]

II. THE SINS OF ONE JEW (PAUL)

A. HE HAD BEEN A BLASPHEMER...

1.
2.

Prior to hisconverson -1 Ti 1:12-13
Compelling even others to blaspheme the name of Christ - Ac 26:9-11

B. HE HAD BEEN A PERSECUTOR...

1.
2.

Wreaking havoc of the church - Ac 8:3; 9:1-2; 26:9-10
Anindication of his zed for his Jewish faith - Ph 3:6

C. HEHAD BEEN AN INSOLENT MAN...

1.
2.

“aviolent aggressor” (NASB), “injurious” (KJV) - 1 Ti 1:13

“It does not mean merdly doing injury, but refers rather to the manner or spirit in whichitis
done. It isaword of intenser Sgnification than ether the word ‘ blasphemer,’ or
‘persecutor,” and means that what he did was done with a proud, haughty, insolent spirit.
There was wicked and mdicious violence, an arrogance and spirit of tyranny in what he did,
which grestly aggravated the wrong that was done.” - Bar nes

CONCLUSION

1. Sowha isthe point? Certainly Paul was not anti-Semitic...
a. What he sayswas not true of dl Jews
1) Many had become Chrigtians (e.g., the gpostles, Paul himself)
2) Therewere churches“in Juded’ - cf. 1 Th 2:14
b. Any Jew who cameto Christ would be “grafted” back in - cf. Ro 11:23-24
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C. The Gentiles as agroup were not much better - cf. Ro 1:18-32

2. But there are important lessons to be learned...

a. Thedanger of even God's chosen peoplefaling awvay - He 3:12-4:2

b. Thewonderful grace of God for those willing to repent
1) Asseninthelifeof Paul -1 Ti 1:12-16
2) Asdill extended to the Jaws - Ro 11:1-5,23

c. Thewrath of God coming upon those who refuse His grace - cf. Ro 2:4-11
1) To those who obey not the gospd -1 Pe4:17; 2 Th 1:7-9
2) Tothosewho persstinsn-He 10:26-31

Aswe are therefore reminded of how some of the Jews fdll from grace, may it serve to caution us not to
receive God sgracein van:

“We then, as workerstogether with Him also plead with you not to receive the
grace of God in vain. For He says: ‘1n an acceptable time | have heard you,
And in the day of salvation | have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now isthe day of salvation.” (2 Co 6:1-2)
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What IsOur Hope, Glory, And Joy?
1 Thessalonians 2:17-20

INTRODUCTION

1. Soon after the church at Thessalonica was started, Paul was forced to leave...
a.  Unbdieving Jaws had created problems for some of the members- cf. Ac 17:5-9
b. Paul and Silas had to be sent away by night - Ac 17:10

2. Inhisletter to the Thessaonians, Paul reflects upon their aorupt departure...
a. How it creasted an eager desireto seethemagain-1Th 2:17
b. How Satan had hindered them from fulfilling that desire-1 Th 2:18
c. Prompting him to ask the question: “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?”
-1Th 219

3. Wedo wdll to ask ourselves the same question...
a. What isour hope? For what do we long with desire and expectation?
b. What isour joy? What gives us true happiness and satifaction?
c. Wha isour crown of rgoicing? What provides the highest degree of joy in our lives?
-- Isour answer the same as Paul’ s? Should it be?

[Aswe consder what our answer should be, let’ s examine more closaly our text and the answer Paull
gave.. ]

. PAUL’SHOPE, GLORY, AND JOY

A. WE READ OF HISDESIRE TO SEE THEM...

1. Hehad been “taken away” fromthem-1Th 2:17
a. Heisreferring to his necessary departure - Ac 17:10
b. Heusessaword that implies a painful bereavement, like a child taken away from his or

her parents (Barnes)

2. He had been awvay from their presence only “a short time” - 1 Th 2:17
a. Exactly how long, we do not know
b. Probably no more than ayear, if not months

3. He*“endeavored more eagerly’ to seethem “with great desire” - 1 Th 2:17
a. Note the repeated emphasis of hislonging to see them
b. Hisdesrelikey heightened by the manner in which he had to leave them

B. WE LEARN WHAT PREVENTED HIM...
1. Hewanted to cometothem “timeand again” - 1 Th 2:18
a. Either from Bereaor Athens
b. But hewas hindered
2. It was Satan who hindered him -1 Th 2:18
a. Heatributes the persecution by hisfellow Jewsto Satan
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1) It wasthe unbeieving Jews who were hounding him
2) They werefollowing him from placeto place - Ac 17:5,13; cf. Ac 14:19
3) They were possbly his“thorn in the fles, “the messenger of Satan” dludedtoin
another epigtle- cf. 2 Co 12:7-10
b. Satan was the ultimate source behind the persecution suffered by the early church - cf.
1Pe5:8-9; Re2:10

C. WE DISCOVER PAUL’SHOPE, GLORY, AND JOY. ...
1. The Thessdonians were Paul’s “ hope” , because he hoped to see them at the coming of the
Lord-1Th 2:19
2. They werehis®“joy” or “crown of rgoicing”, in anticipation of seeing them in the presence
of Jesus-1Th 2:19
3. They werehis“glory” and “joy” - not just in the future, but in the present aswell - 1 Th
2:20 (*you are our glory and joy”)

[Paul’ s hope, glory, and joy were his brethren in Christ, especidly those he had taught and brought to
the Lord. Not just the Thessdonians, but othersas well (cf. Ph 4:1).

And it works both ways. At the coming of Christ, Paul would be the source of joy for those he taught
(cf.2Co1:14). Now let’s consider what ought to be...]

II. OUR HOPE, GLORY, AND JOY

A. FOR SOME CHRISTIANS, IT MAY BE...
1. Ther possessions
a. Ther hopeisin the acquidtion of materid things
b. Ther glory (pride) isin what they have obtained
c. Ther joy (happiness) isin the pleassure such things give them
--  But such things are perishable and susceptible to theft, they draw us away from God,
therefore it isfolly to have them as our hope, glory and joy - cf. Mt 6:19-21,24; 1 Jn
2:15-17
2. Their jobs
a. Ther hopeisin the advancement of their careers
b. Theglory (pride) isin how far they have come
c. Their joy (happiness) isin the money, power, or prestige they have obtained
-- But our jobs and dl that they bring can be fleeting (especidly in today' s job market,
with frequent downsizing and lack of company loyaty to employees); they shdl one day
come to naught - cf. 2 Pe 3:10
3. Ther families
a. Ther hopeiswhat their families may become
b. Ther glory (pride) iswhat their families have become
c. Therjoy (happiness) isin the reationship they enjoy with their families
-- While certainly more noble (and rewarding) than possessons or jobs, even our families
are limited in the joys and glory they can bring; death ends our relationship as family,
and if they are not Christians, what does that do for our hope? - Mt 10:37; 12:46-50
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B. FORALL CHRISTIANS, WHAT IT SHOULD BE...
1. Our hope should be to see each other in heaven!
a. To see each other with Jesusin the presence of the Lord a His coming
b. What awonderful occasion, what a glorious reunion!
2. Our glory should be seeing each other in the presence of the Lord!
a.  Saving the Lord fathfully now
b. Being glorified together with Jesus when He comes - ¢f. 2 Th 1:10-12
3. Our joy should be the happiness coming from our working together in the Lord!
a. Thejoy experienced by John when he saw otherswalking in thetruth - 2 Jn 4; 3 Jn
34
b. Thejoy Paul experienced when told of the faithfulness of the Thessdlonians-1Th 3:
6-9

CONCLUSION

1. Our hope, glory, and joy should bein that whichiseternal...
a. Otherwise we are setting oursaves up for eventud disgppointment
b. Our possessions, jobs, even families cannot provide true hope, glory and joy
1) At best, what they offer istemporary
2) Atworg, they provide much disappointment, and draw us away from God

2. Since much of our hope, glory, and joy, both now and in eternity, is through our brethren...
a. Itisimportant that we nurture and strengthen our relationships
b. Itisimperdive that we seek to bring othersto Chrigt, including thosein our physica families
--  Such effort not only brings us closer to each other, but to God, and produces that which lasts
for eternity!

And then we shall truly be able to say to each other, “ For you are our glory and joy.” Canwe say
that now...?
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Paul’'s Concern For HisBrethren
1 Thessalonians 3:1-10

INTRODUCTION

1. Itisevident from thisepistie that Paul loved his brethren...
a. Intheir presence, he treeted them like a nursaing mother and exhorted them like a caring father
-1Th2711
b. When absent from them, he longed to seethem timeand again-1Th 2:17-18

2. Hisconcern for them is dso evident as we continue our study of this epitle...
a. Aswe notice his anxiety over ther faith-1Th 3:1-5
b. Asweread of hisjoy in hearing of their deadfastness-1 Th 3:6-10

3. What of our concern for one another? Are we troubled at al over the spiritua welfare of our
brethren?

[Aswe take acloser look at “ Paul’s Concern For HisBrethren’, perhaps there are things to be
learned that will ensure we have a proper concern for one another aswell... ]

. PAUL’SCONCERN FOR HISBRETHREN

A. IMPLIED BY HISANXIETY...
1. Paul was concerned about how they were holding up under tribulation-1Th 3:1-4
a. Hedid not want them to be shaken by them
b. He had even warned them when he was il with them
2. Paul was concerned about their faith-1 Th 3:5
a. Hewasafrad that the tempter (Satan) might have tempted them
b. Hewasfearful that hislabor might have beeninvain
1) A concern expressed for churchesin Gaatia- Ga 2:2; 4:11
2) A concern expressed for brethren at Philippi - Ph 2:16
-- Note: if the doctrine “once saved, dways saved” were true, why did Paul worry?

B. INSINUATED BY HISHELP...

1. Hesent Timothy, a expenseto himsdf - 1 Ti 3:1-2
a. It meant being left in Athensdone
b. It meant being without the aid of a brother, aminister of God and fellow laborer in the

gospd of Christ

2. Hesent Timothy for two reasons-1Ti 3:2,5
a. To edablish and encourage them in ther faith
b. Tolearn of the condition of their faith

-- Noteagain: if the doctrine “once saved, dways saved” were true, why the need to hinder
the work at Athens by sending Timothy back to Thessalonica?
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C. INDICATED BY HISJOY...

1. Timothy had now returned with good news- 1 Ti 3:6
a. About their faith and love
b. About their good remembrance of Paul
c. About thelr great desire to see Paul

2. Paul’sreactiontothisnews-1Th 3:7-9
a. Comforted in hisown &ffliction and distress by ther faith
b. Madetoredly live by their Seadfastness
c. Rgoicing with thankfulness for their condition before God

D. ILLUSTRATED BY HISPRAYERS...
1. Note the frequency of his prayersfor them-1Th 3:10
a. Praying night and day
b. Praying exceedingly
2. Note the content of his prayersfor them-1Th 3:10
a. Toseether face once again
b. To pefect what islacking in ther faith

[Paul’ s concern for his brethren is certainly evidenced by his anxiety, his hep, hisjoy, and his prayers.
To provoke our thinking, let us now examine whether there is evidence of ...]

II. OUR CONCERN FOR OUR BRETHREN

A. DO WE HAVE ANY ANXIETY...?
1. Arewe concerned about the welfare of our brethren, especidly the weak?
2. Have we noticed their absence, does it not trouble us?
-- Do we act as though we bdieved in the doctrine “once saved, dways saved’?

B. DO WE EXTEND ANY HELP...?
1. Havewe made an effort to call, write, or in some way contact them?
2. Arewe hdping by setting a good example with our own service and attendance?
3. Arewe doing what we can to establish and encourage them in the faith?
-- Paul waswilling to make persona sacrifices to provide help for his brethren, are we?

C. DO WE EXPERIENCE ANY JOY...?
1. Arewemoved a al when we see a brother or sster restored to the Lord?
2. Do we have any joy when we see them returned to our midst?
3. Canwe say with Paul, “ For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.” ?
-- Our reaction to seeing brethren who are weak make an effort reveals much about our level
of concern for them

D. DO WE OFFER ANY PRAYERS...?
1. Prayersof thanks when we hear or see evidence of ther faithfulness?
2. Prayersto see them and perfect what is lacking in their faith?
--  Paul prayed exceedingly, night and day...how often do we pray for those who are weak or
experiencing trias?
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CONCLUSION

1. Much joy comesfrom seaing the faithfulness and steadfasiness of other Chrigtians...
a. Paul was comforted in his own fflictions by their fath-1Th 3.7
b. Hewas"“dive’ because of their steadfastness-1 Th 3:8
c. Hewasfilled with thanksgiving for the joy that came from seaing their faith-1Th 3:9
--  The gpostle John could relate to this joy of which Paul wrote - cf. 3Jn 3-4

2. To experience such joy, we need to have concern for our brethren...
a. Enough concern to be anxious over their condition
b. Enough concern to do something about it
--  Perhaps*“ Paul’s Concern For HisBrethren” might spark our own concern!

Without concern for our brethren, there isthe very red danger of our labor being in vain. May our
concern for our brethren be such that when we hear of their faithfulness we too can say:

“For now welive, if you stand fast in theLord.” (1 Th 3:8)
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Paul’s Prayer For The Thessalonians
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Thefirg section of this epistle contain “gpogtolic reflections” in which Paul...
a. Praised their wonderful reception of the gospd - 1 Th 1:1-10
b. Reviewed the nature of hisministry anong them -1 Th 2:1-16
c. Expressed hislove and concern for their spiritud condition-1 Th 2:17-3:10

2. Thissection ends with a prayer in their bendf - 1 Th 3:11-13
a. A common practice of Paul in hisepistles- cf. Ph 1:9-11; Co 1:9-12
b. Inwhich Paul expresses his desires regarding his brethren

3. Incongdering such prayers, | find it beneficia to remember that Paul wrote by inspiration...
a. Soheisnot just expressing his own desires, but those of God' s aswdl!
b. Inmost cases, these prayers are just gpplicable to us today as they were for them!

[As we examine this prayer more closely, then, consider how elements of “ Paul’s Prayer For The
Thessalonians” might so be God' s desire for ustoday. We first notice that Paul’ s prayer was that
the Father and Jesus might...]

|. DIRECT HISWAY TO THEM (11)

A. PAUL'SDESIRE TO SEE THEM...
1. Hehad expressed thisdesre earlier -1 Th 2:17
2. Hehad been hindered by Satan-1 Th 2:18

B. PAUL'SPRAYER TO SEE THEM...

1. Requesting aid from both the Father and Jesus
a. Note the distinction between the Father and the Son - ¢f. dso2Jn 9
b. Thisimpliesthe Trinity, the distinction between the Persons of the Godhead
c. Suggesting both joint and separate actions of the Father and Son

2. Implying blief in the providence of God
a. That God could overcome the hindrance of Satan's efforts - cf. 1 Pe 5:8-10
b. That God could provide safe trave if it be in accordance to Hiswill - ¢f. Ro 1:10

C. GOD’'SDESIRE FOR US...
1. That weremember God swill in our prayers- 1 Jn 5:14
2. That we remember God swill in our planning - Ja 4:13-15

[As Paul desired to see his beloved brethren, so we should desire to see our loved ones. But in our
planning and prayersto see them, let’s not forget the will of God! Now consider how Paul prayed that
the Lord might...]
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II. MAKE THEM INCREASE AND ABOUND (12)

A. THROUGH THE WORKING OF GOD....
1. Our spiritud growth involves the working of God - cf. Ph 1.6
2. Heworksin conjunction with our own efforts - cf. Ph 2:12-13
-- Solet uspray asthough it depends upon God, but work as though it depends upon us!

B. TOINCREASE AND ABOUND...
1. Our spiritua growth isto be never-ending, dwaysincreasing - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8; 3:18
2. Our physicad may grow old and dow down, but our inner man can be renewed every day!
-cf.2Co4:16
-- Likethe sunrigng to reach its zenith, o our spirituad growth should be marked by increasing
and abundant progress! - cf. Pro 4:18

C. INLOVE TO ONE ANOTHER AND TOALL...

1. Espedidly increasing and abounding in love
a.  Something the Thessalonians aready possessed - 1 Th 1:3
b. Something the Thessdoniansdidn't really need to be told - 1 Th 4:9-10
C. Yetwe can never say that we cannot grow more - cf. Ph 3:13-17

2. Lovenot just for one another, i.e., our brethren, but for al men!
a. Itiseasy tolove our brethren
b. Butitisloving our enemiestha we become like God! - cf. Lk 6:32-35

-- ltiscertanly God sdesrefor dl His children to abound in love, and this should be the
focus of many prayers- cf. Ph 1.9

[And findly, we notein “ Paul’s Prayer For The Thessalonians” that the Lord might...]

II1.ESTABLISH THEIR HEARTS

A. BLAMELESSIN HOLINESS...
1. Tobeblameessisvery reason Jesus gave Himsdf for us- Ep 5:25-27
2. Without holiness, we will not seethe Lord - He 12:14
--  While Jesus makes it possible through His blood, we must cooperate aswell - ¢f. 2 Co 7:1

B. BEFORE GOD AT THE COMING OF JESUS...
1. Hereisthe “where’ and “when’ we must be blameessin holiness
a. Where - before God at the Judgment!
b. When - when Jesus comes with dl His saints (lit., holy ones)!
2. Note the following about the Lord’ s coming...
a. Thisisthethird timein three chapters that Paul refersto thisevent - cf. 1 Th 1:10;
2:19; 3:13
b. While*sants’ (holy ones) could refer to angds(cf. Mt 25:31), it may dso indude the
redeemed (cf. 1 Th 4:14)

CONCLUSION
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1. From*“Paul’sPrayer For The Thessalonians”, we have seen that it is gppropriate...
a Toseek God s providentiad guidance when we desire to see our loved ones
b. To pray for one another’s spiritud growth and the Lord s blessing

2. If we desireto see each other...
a. Inthislifefromtimetotime
b. Increasing and abounding in love
c. Blamdessin holinessin the presence of God a Chrigt’s coming

..the“ Paul’s Prayer For The Thessalonians” isthe sort of prayer that we should diligently offer for
one another!
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An Exhortation To Walk In Holiness
1 Thessalonians 4;1-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswesaw inour previous study, Paul concluded his “gpogtalic reflections” with a prayer...
a. Inwhich he expressed his desire for hisbrethren-1Th 3:11-12
b. Inparticular, that their hearts be established blamdessin holiness-1 Th 3:13

2. Inthe second haf of this epistle, Paul gives “apogalic ingructions”...
a. Inother words, exhortations, commands, urgings, €tc.
b. All designed to help answer his own prayer!
1) That they increase and abound in love
2) That they be blamelessin holiness a the coming of the Lord

[Hisfirg “gpogtalic ingtruction” could be called “ An Exhortation To Walk In Holiness” It begins
with agenera exhortation on how we ought to walk and please God...]

|. ABOUNDING MORE AND MORE (1-2)

A. NOTE THE FORCEFULNESSOF THISEXHORTATION...

1. Paul “urges’ and “exhorts’ them

2. Heremindsthemthisis
a. What they recaived from him on how they “ought to wak” and “to please God”
b. Inkeeping with “commandments’ given to them

3. Twice he gpped s to the name of Jesus (which adds to the force of his gpped)
a. Urging and exhorting “in the Lord Jesus”
b. Commandmentsgiven “through the Lord Jesus”

4. These“indructions” are not suggestions, they carry the force of commands necessary to
keep in order to please God!
a.  Which Jesus expected His apostles to teach - Mt 28:20
b. Which Paul certainly stressed - 1 Co 7:19

B. ACOMMAND FOR INCREASING SERVICE...
1. They should “abound more and more”
a. Asheprayed earlier-1Th 3:12
b. Ashewill urgethem againlater -1 Th 4:10
2. Thisaspect of Chrigtian living is taught throughout the Scriptures
a. By Jesusin Hisparables
1) TheTdents- cf. Mt 25:14-30
2) TheVineand The Branches- cf. Jn 15:1-2
b. By Peter in defining what it means to grow in the knowledge of Christ - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8
c. By Paul in hiswriting to other Christians
1) TheCorinthians-1 Co 15:58
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2) ThePhilippians-Ph 1:9; 3:13-14
[The Chrigian “wak” or life isto be one where we abound more and more, never resting on our laurdls,
aways pressing on to increasing levels of sarvice. Thisis especidly true when it comesto living mordly

purelives...]

II. SANCTIFICATION THROUGH ABSTINENCE (3-8)

A. GOD’SWILL ISOUR SANCTIFICATION...

1. Thewords “sanctification’” and “holiness’ come from the same Greek word meaning to be
“set apart”
a Through the Word of God, we are to be “sanctified” - Jn 17:17
b. Withthead of the Spirit, we can be “sanctified” - 1 Co 6:11

2. Sanctification is an ongoing process...
a. It began a our converson-1 Co 6:11; Ep 5:26
b. It continues throughout our Chridtian life- He 2:11; 10:14
c. Itwill be completed at the coming of Christ -1 Th 5:23

B. SANCTIFICATION INVOLVESABSTINENCE...
1. Abganing from “sexud immordity”
a. The Greek word (porneid) is commonly trandated “fornication’
b. Itisa“generd word for unlawful and immora sexud intercourse and relationships’
(Barclay)
1) Thusit incudes premaritd sex, extramarita sex (adultery), homosexuaity
2) l.e, any sexud activity outsde alawful, maritd relationship between husband and
wife
2. Possessing one’ s own vessd (body, or wife) in sanctification and honor
a. Notinpasson of lug, like those who do not know God - cf. Ep 4:17-19
b. Something we should know how to do - in case one doesr't, it involves
1) Being transformed by the renewing of the mind - Ro 12:1-2
2) Not making provison for fulfilling the lugs of the flesh - Ro 13:13-14
3. Sowewill not be take advantage of and defraud our brother
a. l.e, commit adultery (perhaps the highest form of fraud - cf. Pro 6:30-35)
b. Whichiswhat happens when we do not possess our bodies in sanctification and honor

C. WHY SANCTIFICATION (ESP. ABSTINENCE) ISNECESSARY ...
1. ItisGod'swill -1Th 4:3

God will avenge those who defraud their brethren - 1 Th 4:6; cf. He 13:4

God has cdled us to holiness, not (mora) uncleanness-1Th 4.7

Otherwise we rgject God, who has given us His Holy Spirit-1 Th 4:8

a. Given to uswhen we became Hissons- Ga 4:6

b. Our bodies are to be temples for the Holy Spirit - 1 Co 6:18-20

-- Darewe grieve the Spirit by defiling His temple?

b

CONCLUSION
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1. Tobeblameessin holiness a the Lord's coming requires we wak in holiness now...
a.  Abounding more and more in our service to God
b. Abganing from sexud immordity by possessng our bodies in sanctification and honor

2. Through the grace of God, such haly living is possible...
a. We have the blood of Chrig to forgive us of the guilt of Sn
b. We have the hep of the Spirit to free us from the power of Sin
--  But we must do our part, thus the need for “ An Exhortation To Walk In Holiness’

Inview of our mordly lax society, thisis a much needed exhortation! God has not called usto (sexud)
uncleanness, but in holiness (1 Th 4:7). Areweliving in away becoming of our caling?
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An Exhortation ToWalk In Love
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhisprayer for the Thessdlonians (1 Th 3:11-13), Paul asked the Lord to...
a  Makethem increase and abound in love
b. To oneanother and to dll

2. AsPaul continues with his“gpogtalic ingructions”, he proceeds to help answer his own prayer by
exhorting the brethren regarding brotherly love...
a.  Though not redly necessary intheir case- 1 Th 4:9-10a
1) For they have been taught by God to love one another
2) And they love the brethren throughout Macedonia
b. Yet he urgesthem to increase more and more in their love-1 Th 4:10b
1) Noteyet again the emphasis on an ever increasing sarvice- cf. 1 Th 3:12; 4:1
2) Sothey wereto increasein this grace aswell

[What isit about “brotherly love” that would prompt Paul to first pray for and then to urge the church at
Thessdonicato increasein thisvirtue? Aswe consder Paul’s“ Exhortation To Walk In Love” let's
firgt notice...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF BROTHERLY LOVE

A. THE GREEK WORD...
1. The Greek word istranditerated “philaddphia”’
2. Itisacompound involving two words. “phileo” (love) and “adelphos’ (brother)
3. It literdly means“the love of brothers’

B. ASUSED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT...
1. “philaddphia’ describes the love which Chrigtians cherish for each other as brethren

(Thayer)
2. R0 12:10 revedsthat it is through brotherly kindness we can have “kind affection’ toward

one another

[Brotherly kindness is what provides a true sense of family in our association as members of the Lord's
body. Now let’s consgder why thisvirtueis so necessary...

II. THE DEMAND OF BROTHERLY LOVE

A. ITISEVIDENCE OF SPIRITUAL LIFE...
1. Itisoneway we know that we have truly passed from degth to life- 1 Jn 3:14
2. If wedo not have brotherly love, we remain in a state of spiritud death - 1 Jn 3:14-15
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B. IT ISEVIDENCE OF A TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD...
1. Itisoneway that we demondrate we have truly come to know God - 1 Jn 4:7-8
2. Without brotherly love, any cdlam to know God or love Him isalie- 1 Jn 4:20-21

C. IT ISEVIDENCE OF TRUE DISCIPLESHIP...
1. Itisanidentifying mark by which the world can know we are Jesus’ disciples - Jn 13:
34-35
2. Right doctrine is certainly important (2 Jn 9), but the world pays little attention to what they
may percaive as minor doctrind differences
a. What people do notice is love in aworld filled with hate, especialy when such loveis
observed among individuas who come from various socid, economic, and racid
backgrounds
b. Any atempt to proclam New Testament Chridtianity, therefore, will fall to gpped to
those in the world unlessiit is accompanied by avisble demongtration of true brotherly
kindness among Chrigtians

D. IT ISEVIDENCE OF CONCERN FOR UNITY....
1. Unity among brethren is very important to Jesus - Jn 17:20-23
2. Through His degth on the cross, Jesus attained unity - Ep 2:13-16
3. Thisunity ismaintained through diligent endeavor - Ep 4:3
4. Crucid to this endeavor is “bearing with one another in love” - Ep 4.2
a. Therewill be times when brethren sin against one another
b. Where brotherly love prevalls...
1) Therewill be forbearance and forgiveness
2) Therewill time for repentance and opportunities for reconciliation
c. Unlesswe develop brotherly love, churches will be prone to split at the earliest sign of
conflict
[Can we gppreciate why Paul was concerned that the Thessalonians increase in brotherly love? Do we
see why we ought to excd in this grace aswell? Presuming that we do, here are some thoughts rel ated
to...]

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS

A. THE HELP GOD PROVIDES...
1. Whenwefirgt obey the gospd, our souls are purified so that sncere and fervent love of the
brethren is now possible - 1 Pe 1:22-23
2. Wearethen “taught by God” how to love one another - cf. 1 Th 4:9
a. The Father teaches the meaning of love by the manner in which He offered His Son as
the propitiation for our Sns-1 Jn 4:9-10
b. The Son demondrated true love by fredy offering Hislife- 1 Jn 3:16

B. THE THINGSWE CAN DO...
1. AsPeterimplied, brotherly loveis avirtue that must be developed - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8
2. Onething we can do isreflect often upon the love and sacrifice of Jesus
a.  Themore we do s0, we come to understand the true meaning of brotherly kindness
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b. AsJesussad, “as| haveloved you, that you dso love one another” - Jn 13:34
3. | find two other things helpful in developing brotherly love
a. Spend timewith your brethren
1) Themorel am around people, the more | come to know them persondly, the
more | share experiences (both good and bad), the easier | find it to “fdl inlove”
with them
2) Itisnot much different than with one’s own physcd family
a) | had no choice who my three physica brothers would be
b) But aswe experience life together our love and gppreciation for one another
deepens
¢) | find it to be the same with my brethren in Chrigt.
b. Pray fervently for your brethren, especially those whom you didike
1) Itishard to reman angry or maintain a srong didike for someone when you spend
time praying for them
2) Asyou pray seeking God' s love and forgiveness for yoursdf, it becomes so much
esser to love and forgive others

[Findly, athought or two about our relationships as brethren in Chrigt, and...]

IV.THE DISPLAY OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS

A. WHEN BRETHREN DIFFER...
1. A brother who is strong in faith must be consderate of his brother who may be weegk - Ro
15:1
2. A brother with liberty in Christ must be willing to limit thet freedom if it is beneficid to the
gpiritual well-being of his wesker brother - 1 Co 8:13; Ga 5:13
3. Itisbrotherly kindness that makes one cautious about judging a brother, or what they say
about them - cf. Ja 4:11-12

B. WHEN BRETHREN ARE WEAK ...

1. Itisbrotherly kindness that leads Chrigtians to truly care for one another - 1 Th 5:14
a. Towarntheunruly
b. To comfort the faint-hearted
c. To uphold the weak
d. To be patient with all

2. ltisbrotherly kindness that will prompt us to pursue the things that make for peace and the
things by which we may build up one another - Ro 14:19

CONCLUSION

1. Theimportance of developing the spirit of brotherly love cannot be stressed too highly ...
a Itisevidence of soiritud life
b. Itisevidence of atrue knowledge of God
C. ltisevidence of true discipleship
d. Itisevidence of concern for unity
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2. BEvenif weexcd in brotherly love like the Thessdonians...
a. We need to pray that the Lord make us increase and abound in love- 1 Th 3:11-13
b. We need to urge one ancther to increase more and more-1 Th 4:9-10

It is evident the Thessalonians heeded Paul’ s exhortation to walk in love, for in his second epistle he
wrote:

“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, asit isfitting, because
your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds
toward each other.” (2 Th 1:3)

May the same be true of us aswell!
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An Exhortation To Walk In Diligence
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhis“gpodolic ingructions”, we have seen Paul exhort the church at Thessaonica..

a
b.

Towdk in holiness-1Th 4:1-8
Towdk inlove-1Th 4:9-10

2. Hisnextindruction (1 Th 4:11-12) is an exhortation to “diligence’, to ensure that...

a
b.

They walk properly toward those who are outside - cf. 1 Pe 2:12
They lack nothing - ¢f. Ro 13:8

3. That thisrequires diligence is evident from the word “ aspire” (study, KJV) in verse 11...

a
b.

A word meaning “to be ambitious”
Astrandated in the NASB (to make it your ambition)

[In three particular areas does Paul want them to be ambitious, the first being...]

|. TOLEAD A QUIET LIFE

A.

AN APPARENT PARADOX...

1. For the phrase “quiet life” suggests a camness, a serenity

2. Yetfor thiswe are to be “ambitious’, apply diligent effort, which seemsto be contrary to
the idea of quietness, cam

-- The*“quiet life”, like many good things, does not come without concerted effort

AN ADMIRABLE GOAL...
1. Asmuch aspossble, to live peacegbly with dl men - Ro 12:18; 14:19; He 12:14
a.  Though such is not dwaysthe case
b. AsPaul found out evenin Thessdonica- cf. Ac 17:1-6
2. For whichweareto diligently pray - 1 Ti 2:1-2
a. Tha we might live quiet and peaceful lives
b. Tha we might live suchin dl godliness and honesty
3. A quiet and peaceful lifeismore likdy if we
a.  Seek firg the kingdom of God - Mt 6:25-34
1) Which requires setting our priorities
2) Which requires saying no to many digiractions
b. Learn contentment in Christ - Ph 4:11-13; 1 Ti 6:6-10
c. Overcome anxiety through prayer - Ph 4:6-7
The search for “amplicity” is a popular trend today; for the Chridtian, it isto be more than just a
trend, but away of life conducive to godliness and honesty

[Aswe “aspire’ to lead aquiet life, we cannot do so unless we dso give diligence...]
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II. TO MIND OUR OWN BUSINESS

A.

THERE ISA PLACE FOR LOVING CONCERN...

1.
2.

Aswe watch out for one another’ s wefare - Ph 2:4

As we seek to help each other overcome our weaknesses - Ga 6:1-2

Therefore we should not congtrue the words in our text to mean that we should not seek to
reprove, rebuke, or to restore an erring brother - cf. Ja 5:19-20

THERE ISNO PLACE FOR NOSY INTERFERENCE...

1.

2.

Paul iswarning against becoming “busybodies’, people who have nothing to do but interfere

in the affairs of others

A problem that often existed in the early church

a. Evena Thessdonica-2Th 3:11-12

b. Which Peter lumped together with murderers, thieves, etc. - 1 Pe 4:15

A danger especialy when one is not focused on their own business

a  Whichiswhy Paul refused to let churches support younger widows-1 Ti 5:11-14

b. Whichiswhy Paul ingtructed the older women to properly teach the younger women
thar respongbilities- Ti 2:3-5

The peace and quiet we desirein our lives and in our churches cannot exist unless we

maintain aproper distinction between brotherly concern and becoming “busybodies’

[1t certainly helps to maintain that digtinction if we “aspire’...]

[11.TO WORK WITH OUR OWN HANDS

A.

THE PURPOSE OF THISCOMMAND...

1.
2.

To provide for our families- cf. 1 Ti 5:8
To help the lessfortunate - Ep 4:28; Ac 20:34-35

--  Through example and precept, Paul taught the early Christians to support themselves and

not be dependent upon others

THE SERIOUSNESS OF THISCOMMAND...

1.
2.

Failing to provide for our families makes us worse than unbelievers-1 Ti 5:8

Refusing to work was grounds for church discipline, just like adultery, extortion, etc. -2 Th
3:10-14; 1 Co5:11

While we may occasiondly need assstance from our brethren (even our government), we
are not to make it a practice to “live off wefare’

CONCLUSION

1. With diligence, therefore, we areto “aspire’...
a Toleadaquie life
b. Tomind our own business
c. Towork with our own hands
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2. Agan, the purpose behind these ingtructions is twofold...
a. That we might walk properly toward those who are outside- 1 Th 4:12a
b. That we might lack nothing - 1 Th 4:12b

For the sake of our reputation as Chrigtians, as well as for own well-being while we sojourn here on
earth, we must heed this exhortation to walk in diligence!
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The Comfort Of Christ’s Coming
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Inprevious studies we ve noted that Paul makes frequent mention of the second coming of Christin
this epistle to the Thessalonians...
a. Inevery chapter there is some reference to this great event
b. Sofar we have seen thefollowing references 1 Th 1:10; 2:19; 3:13

2. Inour text for thislesson, Paul discusses“ The Comfort Of Christ’s Coming” ...
a. How we ought to be comforted by the “fact” of His coming
b. How we should be comforted by the “events’ of His coming

[Our text is 1 Th 4:13-18, awell-known passage often read a funerds. And rightly so, for it dedls
with...]

|. THE PROBLEM OF SORROW (13)

A. THE LOSSOF LOVED ONESISGREAT...
1. Thesorrow isgrest, the grief is so hard to bear
2. Itisthe most stressful event that one can endure

B. THE CHRISTIAN ISNOT IMMUNE TO SORROW...
1. Weexperience the sorrow of separation- e.g., Ac 20:37-38
2. But we need not experience the sorrow of desperation
a. Thedespair of having no hope
b. Thedespair of not ever seeing aloved one again

[What can dleviate the problem of sorrow? It is knowledge concerning the events of Chrigt’s coming;
and so0 Paul does not want them to be ignorant concerning...]

Il. THE PROMISE FOR THOSE ASLEEP (14-15)

A. GOD WILL BRING THEM WITH JESUS...
1. Just asHeraised Jesus from the dead, so He will bring thosewho “sleep in Jesus’!
a. Inthistext, helimits his discussion to the righteous dead
b. Elsewhere, weread of the of resurrection of the wicked - eg., Jn 5:28-29
2. What dotheterms*“ fallen asleep” and “ sleep in Jesus’ mean?
a. The scriptures often speak of death asa“deep”
1) Mt 27:52 - ...bodies of the saints who had “fdlen adegp”
2) Jn 11:11-14 - Jesus says of dead Lazarus, “our friend degps’
3) Ac 7:60 - As Stephen is stoned to degth, it issaid “hefell adeep”
b. Some believe these passages support the doctrine of “ soul deeping”
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1) That souls are unconscious between death and the resurrection
2) Not to be confused with the doctrine held by W’ s, who teach thereisno
consciousness until the resurrection because the dead cease to exist
c. Yet thefollowing points should be carefully noted:
1) Nowhere do the Scriptures say that the soul of the departed one fell adeep
a) It wasthe person who “fdl adesp”
b) Thusit can have reference to the body, not the soul
2) Theterm “deep” isafigurative reference, and a very appropriate one:
a) FordespimpliesREST...
1) When one deepsliterdly, thereisrest from one’slabor
2) Soitisthat the dead dso “rest from their labors’ - cf. Re 14:13
b) For deepimpliesaCEASING OF PARTICIPATION...
1) Inliterd deep, one ceasesin the activities pertaining to the sphere in which
one has been busy during the hours of wakefulness
2) Soitiswith the dead, they are no longer active in the world which they |eft
c) Fordegpisgenerdly aPRELUDE TO AN AWAKENING...
1) Inliterd deep, it isfollowed by an “awakening’
2) Soitiswith degth:
a Though the souls may be conscious during the intermediate Sate...
b/ ... theresurrection there will be the “awakening” of the glorified and
transformed bodiesin which to house our souls
3) Theterm “deep” became a euphemism for death because of the deep-like
appearance of the body
3. That God will bring “ them with Jesus’ impliesthey are with Jesus now!
a. Asdated later inthisepistle-1Th 5:10
b. Asdaed dsawhere in the Scriptures-2 Co 5:8; Lk 23:43; Ph 1:21-23

B. THEY WILL PRECEDE THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE...
1. It seems somein Thessaonicafeared those who had died would miss out on the blessings
of Chrigt’scoming
2. Paul reassuresthem (and us) that such is not the case...
a.  God will bring them with Jesud -1 Th 4:14; cf. ds0 3:13
b. Therefore, “by no means’ will those dive precede those who aredead! - 1 Th 4:15
c. Thisassurance we have “ by the word of the Lord” - 1 Th 4:15
1) The same “word” which foretold and brought about the flood - 2 Pe 3:3-6
2) Thesame“word” now telsof Christ’s coming - 2 Pe 3:7-13
3) This“word” lives and abides forever! - 1 Pe 1:23-25

[To reinforce the promise for those adeep in Christ, Paul next describes...]

IIl.THE PROCEDURE FOR CHRIST'S COMING (16-17)

A. THE LORD WILL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN...
1. Notewhat issaid about Hiscoming - 1 Th 4:16
a. Itwill bewith a“shout”
b. It will bewith the*“voice of an archangel”
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c. Itwill bewith the“trumpet of God”
2. Thisisnot describing some Slent rapture!
a. Thisvery passageis used to teach the premillenia concept of the rgpture
b. Yet Paul tiesthe coming of the Lord and our gathering together into one event - cf.
2Th21-2
1) Inwhich Jesus comesfor Hissaints- 1 Th 4:13-18
2) Inwhich Jesus brings judgment upon thewicked - 1 Th 5:1-3; ¢f. 2 Th 1.7-8

B. THE DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE FIRST...
1. Ther soulswill be coming with Jesus-1Th 4:14
2. But their bodies will beraised from the grave - 1 Th 4:16; cf. Jn 5:28-29
-- Thiswill happen first, o we who are dive will not precede those who are dead

C. THOSE LIVING WILL BE CAUGHT UPWITH THEM...
1. Thosedivewill betransformed - cf. 1 Co 15:51-53
a. Ther morta bodieswill put on immortality
b. Ther corruptible bodies will put on incorruption
2. Therighteous living will then join therighteous dead - cf. 1 Th 4:17
3. Together in the cloudswe will meet the Lord intheair - cf. Ac 1:9-11

[In this wonderful way we shdl come to be with the Lord forever (1 Th 4:17)! AsJesussaid, “that
where | am, there you may be also” (Jn 14:3). What ablessed hope! Aswe consider our fina
point, it should be obvious what is...]

V. THE PURPOSE FOR THESE WORDS (18)

A. TOBE COMFORTED...
1. Thewonderful promisein our text certainly provides comfort
2. Comfort that can sudain usin times of great loss
--  While we may sorrow when afdlow-Chrigtian dies, it is not the sorrow of those who have
no hope!

B. TO COMFORT ONE ANOTHER...
1. Comforting othersin their loss of aloved oneisacommon human trait - ¢f. Jn 11:19
2. Cetanly Chrigians are to “ weep with those who weep” - Ro 12:15
3. But for those who are fellow Christians, we can do more - we can provide comfort!
a. Comfort them with the comfort we have in Christ -2 Co 1:3-4
b. Especidly the comfort provided by the hope we havein Christ - 1 Th 4:18; 5:10-11

CONCLUSION

1. Paul will have more to say about the coming of Chrigt in the next chapter...
a.  Inwhich he writes about the timing of Chrig’s coming
b. Inwhich he writes about the preparation for Christ’s coming

2. Butin apassage that addresses...
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The problem of sorrow

The promise for those adeep

The procedure for Christ’s coming

The purpose for these words

-- Weare reminded that death need not be “ good bye”, but only “ good night” (relate the story
of the father who on his desth bed told al hischildren “good night™ except the one unfaithful son
to whom he said “good bye”)

oo oo

When the time comes for our loved ones pass on, will we be adle to find comfort in this passage? Will
those who survive us be comforted by its promise when they grieve over our death?
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Preparing For Christ’s Coming

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study we saw where Paul discussed “ The Comfort Of Christ’s Coming” ...
a. How we ought to be comforted by the facts and events of His coming
b. Especidly asit rdatesto loved oneswho have died inthe Lord - cf. 1 Th 4:13-18

2. Of course, “ The Comfort Of Chrigt’'scoming” presumes that we are prepared for it...
a. Whether we are among those who have died prior to that great event
b. Or we are among those who will be aive when He comes

3. Arewe prepared?
a. Will Hefind us ready when He comes?
b. Will we be ready should we die before He comes?

[Aswe cometo the fina chapter in Paul’ sfirg epistle to the Thessdonians, we find him telling how
Chrigians can be“ Preparing For Christ’sComing” (1 Th 5:1-11). Proper preparation for the
coming of Jesus takes into account thet...]

|. HE SHALL COME ASA THIEF IN THE NIGHT (1-4)

A. FOR SOME, BUT NOT FOR OTHERS...
1. TheLord scoming will be asurprise for many, asthe “ thief in the night” matif dearly
indicates- 1 Th 5:2; cf. 2 Pe 3:10
2. But for those who heed the warnings of Scripture, the “ Day” will not overteke them asa
thief -1 Th5:1-24
a. Becausethey will be ready for His coming, though we don't know when it will be
b. Becausethey will have taken to heart the admonitions we shdl consider momentarily

B. FOR SOME, AN INESCAPABLE DESTRUCTION...
1. Hewill comewhen people are saying “ Peace and safety!” - 1 Th 5:3
a. Not in troublesome times, but in peaceful times
b. Yet many Christians seem to think He is coming whenever thereistribulation
2. When He comes, it will bewith “sudden destruction” - 1 Th 5:3
a. Judt aslabor pains come upon a pregnant woman
b. Therewill be no time nor way to escape this destruction, described in more detail in the
second epistle to the Thessdonians - cf. 2 Th 1:7-10
3. This“Day” will be one of glory for those who areready - cf. 2 Th 1:10
a. Forthosewho now “degpinJesus” - cf. 1 Th 4:13-16
b. For those prepared for His coming when He does descend - ¢f. 1 Th 4:17-18

[What will this“ Day” mean for us, when the Lord comes “ as a thief in the night”? A day of
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destruction, or aday of delight? It depends upon whether we are prepared for His coming, and proper
preparation means...|

. WE SHOULD LIVE ASSONSOF THE DAY (5-11)

A. WATCHFUL AND SOBER...
We are “children of light” and “children of theday” - 1 Th 5:5

1.

a

b.

C.

Because we follow Jesus, the “light of theworld” - Jn 8:12; 12:35-36
Because we are now in Jesus, and walk inthelight - Ep 5:8; 1.Jn 1.5-7
Because we cast off works of darkness, and seek to walk properly - Ro 13:11-14

We are to be watchful for Hiscoming-1Th 5:6

a

b.

C.

For no one knows the day nor hour - cf. 1 Th 5:2; Mt 24.36,42
Watchfulnessincludes prayer - cf. 1 Pe 4.7
Watchfulness includes repentance, and strengthening what we have - cf. Re 3:2-3

--  Onthe other hand, “deep” in our text refers to spiritud laxity - 1 Th 5:6-7
We areto be sober - 1 Th 5:6-8a

a

b.

The word “sober” means to be temperate or abstinent, especidly in regards to wine
It usualy used in amore generd sense to be sober-minded, watchful, circumspect

- Barnes

Note how Jesus rdlates this to watching for Hiscoming in Lk 21:34-36

We should certainly take the promise of Jesus’ coming serioudy, not frivoloudy

B. ARMED AND WAITING...
In dl soberness (seriousness), putting on “the armor of God” - 1 Th 5:8

1.

a

Such asthe breagtplate of faith and love

1) Fath and love protect our hearts from much evil

2) Fath comesfrom the word of God, and love comes from Him who is the Word
-R010:17;1Jn 3:16

Such as the hope of sdvation as a helmet

1) Our hope of savation protects our mind from much fear and doubt

2) Hope dso comes from the word of God - cf. Ro 15:4

--  Comparethis description of “armor” with one more detailed - Ep 6:11-18
2. Encouraged to wait because God has appointed usto salvation - 1 Th 5:9-10

a

He has not appointed us to wrath

1) A day of wrathiscoming - cf. Ro 2:4-11

2) Yet Jesus has come to ddiver usfrom that wrath - 1 Th 1:10

He has appointed us to savation

1) Through the blood of His Son - Ro 5:8-10

2) Sothat whether we “wake or deep” (live or die), we live together with Christ! - cf.
1Th 4:14,17; Ph 1:21-23

C. COMFORTED AND EDIFIED...
1. Weareto comfort oneanother -1 Th 5:11

a

b.

With the comfort we each receive from God - cf. 2 Co 1:3-4
With the comfort of our hope we havein Chrigt - ¢f. 1 Th 4:18

2. Weareto edify (build up) one another - 1 Th 5:11
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a. A goa weareto pursue - Ro 14:19; 15:2
b. The primary work of the church is edification - Ep 4:11-12,15-16

CONCLUSION

1. Will we be prepared when Christ comes? It adl depends...
a. Arewewatchful? Arewe serious about His coming?
b. Arewe putting on the armor of God?
1) With faith and love as a breastplate protecting our hearts?
2) With the hope of salvation as ahelmet protecting our minds?
c. Arewe actively engaged in comforting and edifying our brethren?
-- If o, thenwe aretruly “sons of light and sons of the day”!

2. Notewhat is absolutely necessary for us to be doing these things...
a TheWord of God
1) Which buildsfaith and hope
2) Which provides comfort
b. The Church of God
1) Whereloveisto expressed among members
2) Where comfort and edification is to be experienced by members

“Preparing For Christ’s Coming” cannot hagppen without diligent gpplication of God's Word and
active participation in the Lord's church. Have you been added by the Lord to His church (cf. Ac
2:41,47)? Areyou continuing Steadfadtly in fellowship with aloca church (cf. Ac 2:42)?
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Edifying And Comforting One Another
1 Thessalonians 5:11

INTRODUCTION

1. To be prepared for the coming of the Lord, Paul exhorted Christiansto be “ sons of light and
sons of theday” - cf. 1 Th 5:4-7
a.  Which necessitates putting on the armor of God - cf. 1 Th 5:8
b. Which dso includes edifying and comforting one another - cf. 1 Th 5:11

2. Thislast chargeto edify and comfort one another isjust one of many “ one another” passagesin
the New Testament; here are some of them:
a. Loveoneancther - Jn 13:34-35

Be affectionate to one another, and honor one another - Ro 12:10

Serve one another - Ga 5:13

Bear with one another - Ep 4:2

Submit to one another - Ep 5:21

Be kind to one another, and forgive one ancther - Ep 4:32

Exhort one another - He 3:13

Q@ ~opoooT

3. These are based upon the principle that we are “ members of one another” - Ro 12:5
a. Implying an interdependence where we need one another
b. Aninterdependence felt and expressed most keenly intheloca church

[In thislesson, | wish to focus our attention upon the charge to “ comfort each other and edify one
another” , especidly in our reationship as members of the same congregation. We note first the

command...]

|. COMFORT EACH OTHER

A. THEWORD “COMFORT"...
1. The Greek isparakaleo
2. Lit., tocdl toone’ssde, cdl for, summon
3. Hence, @ther “an exhortation, or consolation, comfort” (Vine's)
-- Thepictureisonewhere someone walks alongside of another, providing comfort,
even exhortation

B. SOURCES OF COMFORT...
1. Each member of the Godhead is a source of comfort
a. TheGod of dl comfort -2 Co 1:3; Ro 15:5
b. TheLord JesusChrist-2Th 2:16-17
c. TheHoly Spirit - Ac 9:31
2. TheWord of God is a source of comfort
a. Such asthe Old Testament writings - Ro 15:4
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b. Aswel as New Testament promises-1Th 4:18

Our brethren are to be a source of comfort - 1 Th 4:18; 5:11

a. AsPaul expected Tychicusto do for both the Ephesians and the Colossians - Ep 6:
21-22; Co 4:7-8

b. Asothers had done for Paul - Co 4:10-11

We are blessed to have so many different sour ces of comfort available to us!

C. RECEIVING THE COMFORT GOD INTENDS...

1.

We must asindividuds be in aright reationship with God - 1 Pe 3:12
a. Which involves doing the Father’ swill - Mt 7:21-23
b. Which involves kegping the Lord’ s commandments - Jn 14:21-23
We mugt asindividuas feed upon the Word of God - Ja 1:21
a. The source of much comfort - Ro 15:4
b. Comfort that comes from the joy and peaceit gives - Psa 1:1-3; 119:165; Jer 15:16
We mugt as “members of one another” comfort one another - 1 Th 5:11
a.  With the comfort we each have received from God - 2 Co 1:3-4
1) Each of usrecave comfort through our individud reationship with God
2) Each of usreceive comfort through our reationship with one another
b. Can we not see the importance of involvement in the locd church?
1) Unlesswe are active members, comforting one another...
2) We miss out, and brethren miss out, on the comfort God offers His people!
God intendsfor usto receive comfort from two angles: 1) horizontally, through our
relationship with Him, and 2) vertically, through our relationship with one another
in thelocal church!

[Why deprive oursalves of the great blessing of comfort from God? Why shortchange ourselves when
God desires usto have comfort “coming and going”? We hurt not only ourselves, but so our brethren!
Don't forget Jesus' wordsin Mt 25:41-46. Consider now also the charge to.. ]

II. EDIFY ONE ANOTHER

A.

C.

THE WORD “EDIFY” ...

1.
2.
3.

The Greek is oikodomeo

Lit., to build ahouse

Used metagphoricdly, in the sense of “edifying,” promoting the spiritud growth and
development of character of believers, by teaching or by example (Vine's)

Each person isundergoing a spiritual construction project, aided by the efforts of
those around him or her

THE IMPORTANCE OF EDIFICATION...

1.
2.
3.

Building up one another is something to “pursue” - Ro 14:19

We need to be careful not to “destroy the work of God” - Ro 14:20

We must be willing to bear with one another if it means edification - Ro 15:1-3
Building each other up isan obligation that has been placed upon all Christians!

ACCOMPLISHING THE EDIFICATION GOD INTENDS...
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1. Itisdone through the church, which Christ designed to edify or build up its members - cf.
Ep 4:11-12; 1 Co 14:26

2. Itisdone through the working of each individuad member, doing hisor her part - Ep 4:16

3. Itisdone through kind and graceful words to one another - Ep 4:29

-- Thekey point isthis. edification (like comfort) takes place through our
involvement with one another in thelocal church!

CONCLUSION

1.

To the Thessalonians, Paul was able to follow-up his command to comfort and edify one another

with thisgtatement: “...just asyou also aredoing.” - 1 Th 5:11

a. They were dready comforting one another

b. They were dready edifying one another

-- Ye like the command to love ancther, there is aways the need to abound more and more - cf.
1Th 4:9-10

Could Paul have said the same of us asachurch? Of you asa Chrigtian?

a. Arewe engaged in the ministry of providing comfort and edification to our brethren?

b. If you are not an active member of aloca congregation, how can you?

--  May this command of God moativate us to examine oursdves and our relationships with our
brethren in the congregation where we work and worship!

If Paul could have written the sameto us (“ ...just as you also are doing.”), then keep up the good
work, and remember the words given to encourage another congregation:

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor isnot in vain in the Lord.”
-1Co15:58
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Our Duty To Those Who Serve
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

INTRODUCTION

1. As“sonsof light and sons of theday”’ (1 Th 5:5), we have a duty to comfort and edify one another
-cf.1Th5:11

2. Thisduty istrue of dl uswho are members of the body of Chrigt - eg., Ep 4:15-16
a. Each member has apart in which he or she does their share
b. When dl are working, the body grows through the edifying of itsdf in love

3. Yetthe Lord has dso blessed His body with those who edify the body through their servicein
certain capacities - cf. Ep 4:11-12
a. Such asevangdligts, pastors, teachers
b. Whose purposeisfor the equipping of the saints for the work of minigiry, for the edifying of the
body of Chrigt

[In the text for our study (1 Th 5:12-13), we aretold of “ Our Duty Toward Those Who Serve” us
by their function in the church of Christ. Observe that we are commanded...]

|. TORECOGNIZE THEM

A. THOSE WHO LABOR AMONG YOU...
Thiswould include those who serve as.

1.

a

b.

C.

d.

Elders (dso known as pastors, bishops), whose duty is to watch and feed the local
congregation - Ac 14:23; 20:17,28; 1 Pe5:1-2; 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1.5-9

Deacons, who minigter to the needs of the congregation - Ph 1:1; 1 Ti 3:8-13
Evangdigs, whose minidry isto the Word of God, proclaiming the good news to both
gnner and sant-Ep 4:11; 2 Ti 4:52; 1 Ti 4:16

Teachers, who provide ingruction in the doctrine of Christ - Ep 4:11; Ac 13:1-2; 1 Co
12:28-29; Ti 2:3-5

1) Such asthose who teach our children

2) And those who teach the lost in our families and community

There are others who labor among us in other aress...

a

b.

C.

Those who minigter through exhortation, giving, showing mercy (such asin vigting the
sick) - Ro 12:6-8

Those who use their talents to do good deeds, as did Dorcas - Ac 9:36-39

Those who keep up the facilitiesin which we meet to worship

1) Cleaning the building, preparing the communion

2) Pruning the yard, maintain the baptistery and other aspects of the building

In every active congregation, thereis much labor going on; do we recognize those
who often labor quietly for our benefit?
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B. THOSE WHO ARE OVER YOU...

1. “IntheLord’
a. Thishas particular reference to the elders (pastors, bishops)
b. They arethe only ones given authority “over” usinthe Lord - Ac 20:28; 1 Pe 5:1-2;

cf. He 13:7,17

2. “And admonish you’
a. Theduty of eders often require them to admonish and warn - Ti 1.9
b. That iswhy they must be quaified toteach- 1 Ti 3:2

-- Any congregation with men qualified to serve as elders should certainly be careful
to recognize them as such, and respect their God-given duty

[While the context may have specid application to our duty toward those who serve as dders, | believe
we are not amiss to apply it toward those who serve in other capacitiesaswdl. Certainly itis
appropriate regarding those who serve usin any role...]

II. TOESTEEM THEM

A. VERY HIGHLY IN LOVE...
1. Tohold them in high regard, to honor them
a. Weareto prefer dl brethren in honor - ¢f. Ro 12:10; Ph 2:3
b. How much more those who expend their time and energy in serving ud
2. Todosninlove
a Weaetolovedl brethren - cf. 1 Pe 2:17; Jn 13:34-35
b. How much more those who expend their time and energy in serving ud

B. FOR THEIR WORK’S SAKE...

1. Cetanly thework of edersisworthy of high esteem
a. They feed us, they watich over us, they provide examplesfor us- 1 Pe 5:1-3
b. They mus give an account for our souls-He 13:17

2. Sodsothework of dl who serve ther brethren
a. Thework of deaconsisworthy of high honor - 1 Ti 3:13
b. Indeed, those who are serve are to be considered great in the kingdom of God! - cf.

Mt 20:25-28

[We have a duty to esteemn those who serve, to hold them in high regard. Not just because of who they
are, but what they do!' Do we both recognize and esteem our brethren for their work? Findly, note
that in “Our Duty To Those Who Serve” we are...]

I11.TO BE AT PEACE

A. AT PEACE AMONG YOURSELVES...
1. Peace among brethren, like unity, isawonderful thing - Psa 133:1
2. Itisamak of heavenly wisdom, and provides the amosphere in which much righteousness
can be sown - Ja 3:17-18
3. Itiscertanly something we dl should pursue- Ro 14:17-19; He 12:14
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B. TOLIGHTEN THE LOAD OF THOSE WHO SERVE...

1. Thosewho serve (especidly eders) have aheavy burden - eg., He 13:17
a. They watch for our souls
b. They mus give an account for our souls

2. We can makether load lighter - cf. He 13:17
a. Makethar work ajoy, contributing to peace through obedience and submission
b. Avoid adding unnecessary grief, which would not be good for us (what an

understatement!)

CONCLUSION

1. Aswewait for the coming for the Lord, we are blessed not to wait alone...
a. TheLord schurchishereto comfort and edify us
b. Thereareindividuaswho labor among us, and are over usin the Lord
1) Some meet our needs, making it easer for usto grow
2) Otherswatch over us, and admonish us as necessary
-- For such blessings we ought to be thankful!

2. But we can do more than just be thankful...
a. We can recognize those who labor among us, and are over us
b. We can esteem them highly in love for their work’ s sake
c. We can be a peace among oursalves

Indeed, thisis* Our Duty To Those Who Serve”. May God grant us the strength to give what is due
those who give so much of their time, energy and love to ud
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Our Duty ToThoseIn Need
1 Thessalonians 5:14-15

INTRODUCTION

1. We have noted earlier in our study of 1st Thessalonians that Paul describes Chrigtians as.
a. “thechildren of light”
b. “thechildren of theday’ - 1 Th 5:5

2. Assuch, we have various respongbilities and duties...
a. Towatch and be sober -1 Th 5:6
b. To put on the breastplate of faith and love, with hopeasahemet -1 Th 5:8
c. Tocomfort and edify oneanother -1 Th 5:11

3. Inour previous sudy we noted “ Our Duty To Those Who Serve” ...
a. Torecognizethem-1Th 5:12
b. Toesdeemthem highly inlove-1Th 5:13

[Our respongibilities as “children of light” and “children of the day” continue as we now natice “ Our

Duty To ThoseIn Need’ (1 Th 5:14-15). Both in the church and out, there are those in need of help

from Chrigtians. Some may not even be aware of their need, yet our duty remains. For example, we

have the duty to...]

I. WARN THE UNRULY (14)

A. IDENTIFYING THE UNRULY ...
1. The Greek word (ataktos) means “disorderly, out of ranks’
a  Usad often of soldierswho fal out of line
b. Deviating from the prescribed order of rule
2. Theunruly Chrigtian is one who does not abide by the teachings of the gpostles

a. From the beginning, faithful Chrigtians *continued steedfastly in the gpostles’ doctrine”

- Ac2:42
b. Paul encouraged the Thessdloniansto dothesame-1Th 4:1,2; 2 Th 2:15

B. WARNING THE UNRULY ...
1. Warning brethren isacrucid component of preaching Chrigt - cf. Co 1:28
a. Paul warned the brethren at Ephesus - Ac 20:31
b. He encouraged Timothy to do thesame-2Ti 4:1-2

2. Unruly brethren who do not heed the warning are to be marked and fellowship withdrawn

-eg.,2Th 3:6-15
a. Inaneffort to save the unruly
b. Also an effort to keep the church pure - cf. 1 Co 5:1-13

[For those who are unruly, their need isto be warned. We should never fault those brethren who fulfill
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their duty to “warn the unruly”, but be thankful they have the concern and the courage to do so!' Next
we learn of the duty to...]

II. COMFORT THE FAINTHEARTED (14)

A. IDENTIFYING THE FAINTHEARTED...
1. The Greek word (oligopsuchos) literdly means “smdl-souled, little-souled”
a.  Trandated “fecbleminded” (KJV), “timid” (NIV)
b. It describes those who lose heart, prone to dropping out, be quitters
2. Vaious conditions might lead some to lose heart; for example:
a. Persecutions, tribulation - Ep 3:13
b. Lack of immediate results- Ga 6:9

B. COMFORTING THE FAINTHEARTED...
1. Such brethren are to be encouraged, consoled
a. Paul had done thiswhile a Thessalonica-1 Th 2:11-12
b. Hedditealierinthisepisle-1Th 4:13-18
2. Thuswe see need to make a distinction
a.  Some brethren (the unruly) need to be warned, admonished
b. While others (the fainthearted) may need a more tender touch, to be encouraged

[Another duty smilar to comforting the fainthearted isto...]

[11.UPHOLD THE WEAK (14)

A. IDENTIFYING THE WEAK ...
1. Thewesak could bethosein need - cf. Ac 20:35
2. But morelikdly it refersto those whose faith is weak
a. Who arelikdy to violate their weak consciences - eg., 1 Co 8:7-13
b. Who aretempted to sin

B. UPHOLDING THE WEAK...

1. We uphold the wesk by receiving them - cf. Ro 14:1-3
a. Not to argue over thingsin which they have doubts
b. Nor to despise them because of their week faith

2. We uphold the wesk by bearing with their scruples - cf. Ro 15:1-2
a. Making an effort not to put sumbling blocksin their way - Ro 14:13
b. Determining not to destroy our brother through the use of our liberties - Ro 14:14-23;

Gab5:13

[Brethren who are week in faith need time to grow, for their consciences to become strong. Our duty is
for “each of usto please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification” (Ro 15:2). Findly,
we notice severd sundry duties...]

V. TOWARD ALL MEN (14-15)
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A. BE PATIENT WITH ALL...
1. Certainly we are to be patient with the fainthearted and the wesk
2. Weare ds0 to be patient with those we teach
a. Evenwhenitistimeto rebuke (warn theunruly) - cf. 2 Ti 4:2
b. Even when we are deding with those who oppose us - cf. 2 Ti 2:24-26
B. RENDER NOT EVIL FOR EVIL TO ANYONE...
1. A principle taught by our Lord - Mt 5:44-45
2. Expounded upon by Paul in his epistle to the Romans - Ro 12:17-21
3. Repeated by Peter in hisepistle-1 Pe 3:9
C. PURSUE WHAT ISGOOD...
1. For yourselves
a. Such asthingsthat make for peace and edify one another - Ro 14:19
b. Such asrighteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness- 1 Ti 6:11
c. Suchasholiness-He 12:14
2. Forall
a. Such asthings honorable, and honor itself - Ro 12:17; 1 Pe 2:17
b. Such asthingsthat are good - Ga 6:10
c. Such ascivil obedience, kind words, gentleness and meekness - Ti 3:1-2
d. Suchasprayersinthar behdf, and a knowledge of the truth leading to their salvation
-1Ti21-4
CONCLUSION

1. Suchis“Our Duty To ThoseIn Need'...

a

0 Q0o

To warn the unruly

To comfort the fainthearted

To uphold the weak

To be patient with dl

To render no evil for evil with anyone
To pursue what is good for us and for al

2. Inaworld filled with much evil and mord depravity, those who do such things are truly ...

a

b.

“children of light”
“children of the day”

Isthistrue of us? If not, then we need to heed ancther exhortation from Paul:;

“For you were once darkness, but now you arelight in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spiritisin all goodness, righteousness,
and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.”

“ And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by
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them in secret. But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light,
for whatever makes manifest islight.”

“Therefore He says. ‘ Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ

will giveyou light.””
-Ep5:8-14

Brethren, are we deeping?
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Our Duty To Ourselves
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

INTRODUCTION

1. In1st Thessdonians chepter five, we continue to note our various respongbilities as...
a. “thechildren of light”
b. “thechildrenof day’ - cf. 1 Th 5:5

2. Inrecent studies, we have considered...
a “Our DutiesTo ThoseWho Serve” - 1 Th 5:12-13
1) To recognizethem
2) Toedeamthem highly in love
b. “Our DutiesTo Thoseln Need’ - 1 Th 5:14-15

1) Towarn the unruly 4) To be patient with al
2) Tocomfortthefanthearted  5) To render to no one evil for evil
3) To uphold the weak 6) To pursuewhat isgood for usand for al

3. Our duties are not just directed toward others, we have some that address our own spiritual
well-being...
a. Three such duties are mentioned in our text for thislesson -1 Th 5:16-18
1) Torgoicedways
2) To pray without ceasing
3) Togivethanksin everything
b. Notethat Paul saysthesethingsare“the will of God in Christ Jesusfor you”
1) Thesethreethings are what God wants us to do for ourselves
2) Therefore | have entitled this study “ Our Duties To Our selves”

[It isin the fulfillment of these three duties that we strengthen oursdves spiritualy and emotiondly ,
enabling usto be better fit to serve God and others. Consider first our duty to...]

. REJOICE ALWAYS

A. THE NEED TO REJOICE ALWAYS...
1. Injoy thereisgreat strength - cf. Neh 8:10
2. When we havejoy in what we believe, we abound in hope - ¢f. Ro 15:13
3. When we arejoyful, it helps those around usto be joyful - eg., 2 Co 2:3
-- Tobejoyful, to be merry, is crucid to remaining strong oursaves, and being a source of
strength to others - cf. Pro 15:13,15; 17:22

B. THE WAY TO REJOICE ALWAYS...
1. Itisinthe Lord that we find the ability to “rgoice dways” - cf. Ph 4:4
a. Hissdvation isthe source of much joy - cf. Psa 21:1
b. Hegrantsjoy to those who please Him - Ecc 2:26; 5:20
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c. Hismercy isasource of grest joy - Psa 317
d. InHis presence thereisfullness of joy, and He will abide with usif we obey His
commands - Psa 16:11; cf. Jn 14:21,23

2. Torgoiceinthe Lord dways, follow these smple guiddines:
a.  Read and feed upon the Word of God daily - cf. Jer 15:16
b. Meditate upon the teachings of Christ and His gpostles

1) Jesus spoke that His disciples joy might be full - Jn 15:11

2) The gpostles wrote that our joy might befull -1Jn 1:4

Spend time with brethren who make us happy

1) AsTitus joy encouraged Paul -2 Co 7:13

2) AsPhilemoni slove and joy refreshed the hearts of others and gave Paul joy - Phile
7,20

d. Lead othersto Chrigt, for they will be a great source of joy

1) Asthe Thessalonianswereto Paul - 1 Th 2:19-20; 3:9

2) AsPhilemon wasto Paul - Phile 1.7

3) AsJohn’s converts made him joyful -3Jn 4

Sing praises of joy to God

1) Cetainly we should sng when cheerful - Ja 5:13

2) But we can dsofind joy by anging praises (cf. “ Sing and Be Happy”) - Psa
71:23; 104:33-34; 135:3

o

9]

[By being “proactive” and following these guiddines, it is possbleto “ rejoice always™ even when
externd circumstances are not conducive to creating joy (cf. Paul and Silas, anging and praying in
prison, Ac 16:25). Of course, what helpsto “rgjoice dways” isto...]

II. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING

A. THE NEED TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING...
1. Inprayer wefind mercy and grace to hdp intime of need - He 4:14-16
2. Inprayer wefind forgiveness of sins aswe confessthem-1.Jn 1:9
3. Inprayer we find the peace of God, so hdpful in anxious times - Ph 4:6-7

B. THE WAY TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING...
1. Having “set times’ to pray can help creste the habit of praying
a. E.g., consder the example of David and Danidl
1) David, whom God described as “aman after My own heart” - Psa 55:17
2) Daniel, whom the angdl described as“O man gregtly beloved” - Dan 6:10
--  These great men of God made it ahabit to pray at set times throughout the day; we
would do well to imitate their example
b. Atthevery less...
1) Find sometime each day to be done with God in prayer
a) Ealy morning may be best for some
b) Others might find it eesier to be done late a night
2) Makeit aspecid time to be done with your Heavenly Father!
2. We should not limit prayersto “set times’, specid needs may cdl for specid praying
a. Jesus, praying on important occasons- Lk 6:12-13
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b. Paul, praying in trying circumstances - Ac 16:25
c. Nehemiah - praying on the spur of the moment - Neh 2:4-5

[Having “set times” helps to develop experience and persstence in praying; praying “spontaneoudy” as
needs arise develops the disposition to pray in every circumstance. Together, they fulfill the command
to “pray without ceasing”. What helps us even further isif we...]

[11.GIVE THANKSIN EVERYTHING

A. THE NEED TO GIVE THANKSIN EVERYTHING...
1. Ingrditudeis very displeasng to God
a. Itisincluded among other snsthat would be prevdent in “periloustimes’ - 2 Ti 3:1-5
b. Thewrath of God will be reveded againgt those who are unthankful - Ro 1:18-21
2. Chrigians should be known for their “atitude of gratitude’
a. Thankful for what the Father has done for us- Co 1:12-14
b. Abounding in thanksgiving - Co 2:7
c. A patof the“gament” we areto put on - Co 3:12-15
d. A complement to our prayers-Co4:2; 1 Ti 2.1
3. Thankfulness added to our prayersisthe key to...
a. Overcoming anxiety - Ph 4.6
b. Obtaining the peace of God which surpasses understanding - Ph 4:6-7

B. THEWAY TO GIVE THANKSIN EVERYTHING...

1. Remember that dl things can work for our good - Ro 8:28
a. We can therefore glory in tribulation - Ro 5:3-5
b. Wecanrgoicein persecution - Mt 5:10-12
c. Wecanrgoiceintrids-Ja1:2-3

2. Include thankfulness along with our prayer requests - Ph 4:6
a.  Jugt as Danid made the giving of thanks as part of hisdally prayers - Dan 6:10
b. Aswe “pray without ceasing”, so we will be “thankful without ceasing”!

CONCLUSION

1. What is God swill for usin Chrigt Jesus?
a. To beathankful peoplée!
b. To beaprayerful people!
c. Tobeajoyful peopléel

2. Thesethree are intertwined, with one leading to ancther...
a.  Themore thankful we are, the more prayerful we will be
b. The more prayerful we are, the more joyful we will be
-- Thusthe key to much joy in Christ begins with the “attitude of gratitude’!

In our zed to fulfill our duties to those who serve and to those in need, do not overlook these duties we
have to oursdlves...they can help us be more productive in the service we render to the Lord and to dl!
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Our Duty ToThe Truth
1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

INTRODUCTION

1. Thelast chapter of 1t Thessaoniansisfilled with exhortations to various duties that we have as
Chrigtians awaiting the coming of the Lord...
a. Our duty to those who serve- 1 Th 5:12-13
b. Our duty tothoseinneed -1 Th 5:14-15
c. Our duty to ourselves-1Th 5:16-18

2. Before Paul closes his epistle with afind blessng and admonition, he list another series of
exhortations...
a. Do not quench the Spirit-1Th 5:19
b. Do not despise prophecies- 1 Th 5:20
c. Tesdl things hold fast what isgood -1 Th 5:21
d. Abgan from every form of evil - 1 Th 5:22
-- Taken together, we can categorize these exhortations as“ Our Duty To The Truth”

[What is our obligation to the truth? What does God expect of us regarding the reception of truth, and
that which provesto be error? From the exhortations in our text, we can say fird...]

|. DO NOT STIFLE REVELATION OF THE TRUTH

A. THEIMPORTANCE OF THE TRUTH...
1. InProverbs, we are exhorted to “ buy the truth, and do not sell it...” - Pro 23:23
2. Why istruth so important? In Psdmswe learn...
a. God'struth preservesus - Psa 40:11
b. God struth isashied and buckler - Psa 91:4
c. God'struth provides atonement - Pro 16:6
3. Jesustaught regarding truth...
a. It provides freedom from the bondage of sin - Jn 8:32
b. Itisthe meansby God sanctifies Jesus’ disciples-Jn 17:17
-- Inview of its bendfits, we should never be guilty of dtifling the truth!

B. THE REVELATION OF THE TRUTH...

1. God'struth was made known through His Holy Spirit - Jn 16:13
a. InOT times, He did this through prophets - cf. 1 Pe 1:10-11 ; 2 Pe 1:20-21
b. InNT times, He did this through the apostles and prophets of Jesus - cf. Jn 16:13;

14:26

2. Theseinspired gpostles and prophets communicated God' s truth...
a. Through their spokenword - cf. 1 Pe 1:12
b. Through their written word - cf. Ep 3:3-5; 1 Co 14:37

3. Thistruth was fully and findly reveded....
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a. Completed through the work of the apostles- Ac 20:32; 2 Pe 1:3

b. Reveded onetimefor dl times-Ju 3

c. Thuswe have that which can make us complete- cf. 2 Ti 3:16-17
4. Today, if we desreto receive God' struth...

a.  We cannot look to their spoken word, since they are no longer living

b. Wemust look to their written Word, i.e,, the Bible

c. Wemust accept God' sWord in its entirety - cf. Psa 119:160

C. THE SUPPRESSION OF THE TRUTH...
1. Mankind hasahigtory of ressting God' struth...
a. lgad suffered thisafliction - cf. Hos 4:1
b. The Gentileslikewise, especidly thewise - cf. Ro 1:18-23
2. In New Testament times, Chrigtians could be guilty of ressting truth dso...
a. By “quenching the Spirit” - 1 Th 5:19
1) Refusgng to heed what the Spirit was still making known at thet time
2) Cutting off the revelation of God' s truth intended for them
b. By “despising prophecies’ - 1 Th 5:20
1) Bdittling the prophecies being made known through the prophets
2) Refusing to accept what the prophets of God were reveaing
3. Today, we can difle the truth of God...
a.  “Quenching the Spirit” through neglecting God' s revedled Word
b. “Despisng prophecies’ through reecting the apostles teaching

[ Through neglect or outright rejection of God's Word, we can be guilty of stifling the truth, and suffer
the consequences of not having the benefits of truth in our lives. To avoid being mided by fase
prophets or false interpretations of God's word, we need to...]

II. EXAMINE ALL THINGSBY THE TRUTH

A. CLAIMSOF TRUTH NEED TO BE CHALLENGED...
1. AsPaul wrote “Test (prove, KJV) all things’ - 1 Th 5:21a
a. Thisisnot quenching the Spirit nor despising prophecies
b. But arecognition that not dl clamsto be from God are true
2. AsJohnwrote: “...do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits’ - 1Jn 4:1
a. For many fase prophets have come into the world
b. Itisnot quenching the Spirit to test what people clam isareveation from God

B. EXAMINING CLAIMSOF TRUTH...
1. The Bereans provide anoble example-Ac 17:11
a. They received the word with dl readiness (i.e., they paid careful attention to what Paul
said)
b. They searched the Scriptures daily (to see if what Paul taught was true)
-- Thisis how the Bereans tested Paul’ s teaching, for which they were commended as
being “fair-minded”
2. Inexamining al things by the truth today, we need to...
a. Givepeopleafar hearing-Ac 17:11
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b. Searchthe Scriptures daily, looking at God' sword in its entirety - Psa 119:160
c. Acocepting that which isin harmony with the gposties’ teaching, and rejecting that which
isnot-cf. 1Jn 4:6; Ac 2:42

[“Our Duty To Truth” does not end with smply beieving the truth and rgecting that which isfase,
we must dso “hold fast what isgood” (1 Th 5:21). | take thisto mean we must...]

[11.APPLY THE TRUTH IN OUR LIVES

A. WITH PROPER ATTITUDES...
1. A prayerful atitude, like David possessed - eg., Psa 86:11
2. A meek spirit, dlowing God' s word to be implanted - Ja 1:21

B. WITH RIGHT ACTIONS...
1. Indeed, not just in word; eg., our love-1Jn 3:18-19
2. Wemust be doers of the Word (truth), not hearers only - Ja 1:22-25
3. Thereby waking in the truth, which ddights those who seeyou - 3 Jn 3-4

[Our duty isto hold fast what we find to be true, to practice what we believe to be true. At the same
time, we must also...]

IV.ABSTAIN FROM WHAT THE TRUTH DEFINESASEVIL

A. THE TRUTH DECLARESTHAT EVIL EXISTS..
1. Thereisthat whichisfdse, that which iswicked - eg., Exo 23:7
2. Those who do evil, do not want to hear that which istrue-Jn 3:19-21

B. THE TRUTH DEMANDSTHAT WE ABSTAIN FROM EVIL...
1. When we are not vdiant for truth, we will become progressively worse - Jer 9:3
2. Therefore we must “ abstain from every form of evil” - 1 Th 5:22

a.  KJV has“appearance” instead of “form’

1) Leading many commentators to conclude that we must always abstain from that
which may “seem?” to be wrong (e.g., Barnes, Clarke)

2) Yet Jesusdid thingsthat “appeared” to be wrong; eg., eating with Snners which
appeared to be toleration of their evil deeds- Mt 9:11

b. The Greek word iseidous - “As commonly explained, abstain from everything that
even ‘lookslike' evil. But the word sgnifies‘form or kind.” Compare Luke 3:22; John
5:37, and see nearly the same phrase in Joseph. ‘Ant. x. 3, 1. It never has the sense of
‘semblance”’” Moreover, it isimpossible to abgtain from everything that looks like evil.”
(Vincent’sWord Studies)

c. “‘Abganfrom every form of evil,’ i. e, every sort or kind of evil (not ‘ appearance,’
KJV). This meaning was common in the papyri, the Greek writings of the closing
centuries, B. C., and the New Testament era.” (Vine€'s Expository Dictionary of
Biblical Words)

3. Thiswe do by taking heed to both our thoughts and our actions

a. Thinking on thingsthat aretrue - Ph 4:8
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b. Waking righteoudy and spesking uprightly - cf. I sa 33:15-16

CONCLUSION

1. “Our Duty To The Truth” ismade clear in our text...
a. Do not difle revelation of the truth
b. Examinedl thingsby the truth
c. Apply thetruthin our lives
d. Abgan from what the truth defines as evil
--  Because of the benefits that comes from knowing and walking in the truth, we should be careful
to fulfill “Our Duty To The Truth!

2. What about those who do not have alove for the truth?
a. They will be susceptible to the lying wonders and unrighteous deception of the lawless one - cf.
2Th2:9-10
b. Having no lovefor truth, God will harden their hearts even further by sending them a strong
dduson-2Th 2:11
c. Not bdieving the truth, but taking pleasure in unrighteousness, they will be condemned - 2 Th
2:12

We mugt therefore have the prayer and attitude of David regarding God' s truth:

“Lead mein Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;
On You | wait all theday.” - Psa 25:5

Isthat your prayer? Isthat your atitude? Areyou waking in the truth?
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Closing Prayer And Final Admonitions
1 Thessalonians 5:23-28

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study of First Thessaonians, we have seen that the epistie dividesitsaf into two sections..
a. Persond reflections (1-3)
1) Regarding their condition - 1:1-10
2) Regarding his conduct - 2:1-12
3) Regarding his concern - 2:13-3:13
b. Apogalic ingructions (4-5)
1) Wadkinhaoliness-4:1-8
2) Wdkinlove-4:9-10
3) Wadk indiligence-4:11-12
4) Wak in hope-4:13-18
5) Wadkinlight -5:1-11
6) Walk in obedience - 5:12-28

2. Mention is made of the Second Coming of Christ in every chapter, and so | offered “Holiness In
View Of The Coming Of Christ” asthe theme of the epistle

3. Inthefind verses of Paul’sletter, we finds words that certainly fit in with such atheme...
a. Intheform of aclosng prayer
b. Intheform of find admonitions

[While this prayer was offered in behdf of the Thessalonians, it expresses what must be the sentiment
that God hasfor dl Hischildren. That being S0, let’ s take afew momentsto first reflect upon...]

. PAUL’'SCLOSING PRAYER (23-24)

A. THAT THEY BE SANCTIFIED...
1. Thatis “set gpart for aholy purpose”’
a. Asdaed earlier, thisis God swill for them-1Th 4:3a
b. Especidly inregard to sexud purity - 1 Th 4:3b-4
2. By God Himsdf
a. Hewho isdescribed as the “God of peace’ - cf. Ph 4:9; He 13:20
b. Which He does through the Word of God - cf. Jn 17:17; Ac 20:32; 1 Pe 1.22-23
3. Completdy
a. Notjud in part, but in whole
b. Asmentioned momentarily, in body, soul and spirit - 1 Th 5:23b
--  Of course, we must cooperate with God if this prayer isto be answered in our lives - cf.
2Ti 219-22

B. THAT THEY BE PRESERVED BLAMELESS...
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1. For which Paul prayed earlier inthisepistle-1Th 3:13
a. Tobeblamdessin holiness
b. When? Asherein 5:23...at the coming of our Lord Jesus Chrig!
2. Preserved blamdess, that is, without fault - cf. Ju 24
a. Which Jesus makes possible through His degth - Co 1:22
b. Provided weremain faithful - Co 1:23
c. Godisfathful, and will uphold His end; will we uphold ours?- cf. 1 Th 5:24
3. Blamdessnot just in spirit, but in soul and body
a. Often in the scriptures, the terms soul and spirit gppear to be interchangesble,
referring to that part of man which continues after death - cf. Mt 10:28; Re 6:9; 20:4;
Ecc12:7; He 12:23
b. They are dso used to digtinguish one from the other (He 4:12), in which case...
1) Soul refersto the animd life, as digtinguished from the mind or soul
2) Spirit refersto the immateria part of man that continues after desth
-- Godisfathful, and can be counted on to help us answer this prayer; but against we must
cooperate with God - cf. Ph 2:12-16

[To assist those who desire Paul’ s prayer to be answered in their lives, we now notice...]

II. PAUL’'SFINAL ADMONITIONS (25-27)

A. PRAY FOR THE BRETHREN...

1. Paul requested that they pray for him -1 Th 5:25
a. Something he asked often of his brethren - e.g., Ro 15:30-33; Ep 6:18-20
b. Especidly that the gogpd might have free course-cf. 2 Th 3:1; Co 4:3

2. Certainly we should pray for one another as well
a Whenwesn-1Jn5:16-17
b. Whenwearesick - Ja5:14-16
c. WhenwearesarvingtheLord-2Th 3:1
-- |If the prayer of one righteous man avails much, how much more the prayers of many

righteoust Wouldn't we want the prayers of others on our behaf?

B. LOVE THE BRETHREN...
1. Paul charged that they greet the brethren with aholy kiss- 1 Th 5:26
a. Something he did often in hisepistles- eg., Ro 16:16; 1 Co 16: 20; 2 Co 13:12
b. Greeting one another with a kiss was acommon practice
1) Inthosedays, and in many eastern countries today
2) “The custom hence arose in the early Church of passing the kiss through the
congregation a the holy communion [Justin Martyr, Apology, 1.65; Apostolic
Constitutions, 2.57], the men kissing the men, and the women the women, in the
Lord. So in the Syrian Church each takes his neighbor’ s right hand and givesthe
sdutation, ‘Peace.” - JFB
c. Theemphass gopears to be greeting each other in love, and in holiness
2. Certainly we should have a deep love for one another
a. Itisamak of discipleship - Jn 13:34-35
b. Itisadgn of trueconverson-1Jn 3:14
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--  Brethren who truly love one another will help each other stay on the straight and narrow, to
remain sanctified and blamdess in anticipation of the Lord' sreturn!

C. READ THE SCRIPTURES...

1. Paul charged that this epistle be read to all the brethren-1 Th 5:27
a. Ashedid theletters to the Colossians and the Laodiceans - Co 4:16
b. Bdieving inthe Word of God to build them up and give them the inheritance among al

those who are sanctified - Ac 20:32

2. We should not underestimate the importance of the Scripturesin our lives!
a. The means by which God sanctifiesus- Jn 17:17
b. By which we are born again and have purified our souls - 1 Pe 1:22-25
c. By which God brought us forth, and will save our souls-Ja 1:18,21

-- Just as Paul commended his brethren to the Word of God, so we need to be committed to
the Word of God if we desire that inheritance promised to those who are sanctified!

CONCLUSION

1. Paul endshisepigle with asmple prayer: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.” -1Th 5:28

2. lItisaprayer that we should dl offer to one another...
a. Dowenot dl need grace?
b. Do wenot dl want the grace of the Lord in our lives?

3. Itisaprayer that we can help fulfill in our own lives...
a. By praying for one another fervently
b. By loving one another in dl purity
c. By reading the scriptures diligently

4. Doing such thingswill dso hdlp fulfill the prayer for God...
a. Tosanctify us completely
b. To preserve our spirit, soul, and body blameless at the coming of the Lord!

My prayer isthat our study of this brief epistle has encouraged us to dways have “Holiness In View
Of The Coming Of Chrigt.” Areyou getting ready for that great event...?

“ And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and
to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blamelessin
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all Hissaints.” - 1Th 3:12-13
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