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Serving God With A Pure Conscience
2nd Timothy 1:3

INTRODUCTION

1.

The apostle Paul often spoke of having a good conscience toward God...
a. In hisdefense before the council - Ac 23:1

b. Inhisdefense before Felix - Ac 24:15-16

-- Healso makes mention of it in hisepistleto Timothy - 2 Ti 1:3

The role our conscience plays is often misunderstood...

a.  Someassumeitisto be the find authority for what you do
b. “Let your conscience be your guide’ isthe motto for many
-- Yet your conscience can sometimeslead you astray!

The value of agood conscience is perhaps often overlooked...

a. Somedo not listen to their conscience when they should

b. They think nothing of the consequences of violaing their conscience

-- Yet ignoring your conscience can lead to sin, unbelief, and apostasy!

[If we desire to serve God with a“pure conscience” like Paul did (2 Ti 1:3), then we do well to learn
what we can about the conscience and its bearing on Chrigtian living. A good place to begin iswith...]

THE CONSCIENCE DEFINED

A. UNDERSTANDING THE CONSCIENCE...

1. “that process of thought which distinguishes what it considers moraly good or bed,
commending the good, condemning the bad, and so prompting to do the former, and to
avoid the latter.” - Vine

2. Note carefully:

a. Theconscienceisaprocess of thought that distinguishes, i.e., makes mord judgments
b. But it distinguishes what one “considers’ moraly good or bad

3. The conscience has the potentia to be agreat aid
a. It can encourage us to do the good and avoid the bad
b. But only if what one considers good and bad are actually good and bad!

4. Thusthe conscienceislike a watch
a. It can serve auseful purpose, but only if properly set
b. If st incorrectly (i.e., if misnformed about what is good or bad), then the conscience

will leed us adiray!

B. THE CONSCIENCE MAY NOT ALWAYSBE A RELIABLE GUIDE...
1. Paul had served God with a good conscience throughout hislife- Ac 23:1
a. Even at atime when he was persecuting Christiand - cf. Ac 26:9-11
b. Hethought (his conscience guiding him) that he must oppose the name of Jesus
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c. Hisconscience worked properly, but it had been set incorrectly
3. Thusitisimperative that we ask oursdves
a “lIswhat we‘consder’ moraly good or bad ‘actudly’ good or bad?’
b. “Areour mora judgments based upon God' s absolute truths, or our own ‘think so’?”
c. l.e, “Hasour conscience been properly ‘set’?’

[While the conscience may not dways be ardliable guide, God desires that we have a good conscience
regarding our faith, i.e., apure conscience (cf. 1 Ti 1:5; 3:9). So consider afew thoughts related to...]

II. THE CONSCIENCE DEVEL OPED

A. HOW A PURE CONSCIENCE ISMADE POSSIBLE...
1. Wearedl snners, so how can we possibly have a pure conscience? - ¢f. Ro 3:23
2. A clean conscience is made possible through Jesus' blood
a. Old Testament sacrifices and ordinances were inaufficient - He 9:9; cf. 10:1-4
b. The blood of Jesus can cleanse on€'s conscience - He 9:14; cf. 1 Pe 3:21
3. Thusin baptismwe make an gpped for agood conscience, trusting that the blood of Jesus
will wash away our sins- cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16

B. HOW A PURE CONSCIENCE ISMAINTAINED...

1. A good conscience is maintained by obedience to God's will
a. Notethat falure to do what we know isright issnful - Ja 4:17
b. Falureto adan from what we know iswrong isdso anful

2. Conduct with godly sincerity makes for agood conscience - cf. 2 Co 1:12
a. Doing what you know is right with al sncerity develops confidence
b. Thusthe more you do what is good and abstain from what is wrong, the better and

purer your conscience will be!

[By God' s grace, even the rankest of sinners can have their conscience cleansed. Through faithfulness
to Chrigt, they can keep that conscience pure. But we should aso note that it is possible to have...]

1. THE CONSCIENCE DESTROYED

A. MUCH HARM CAN BE DONE TO THE CONSCIENCE...
1. Wecan violate our conscience, whichissinful - Ro 14:22-23
2. Wecan defile our conscience, leading to unbélief - eg., Ti 1:15
3. Wecan sear our conscience, leading to apostasy - eg., 1 Ti 4:1-2

B. IGNORING OR VIOLATING THE CONSCIENCE ISDANGEROUS...
1. A guilty conscience can soon lead to a har dened conscience
a. E.g., once our conscience is hardened regarding attendance - cf. He 10:25
b. ..itismorelikely to become hardened againgt doing what is right in other areas
2. A hardened conscience can lead to a heart of unbelief - cf. He 3:12
a. Thedecdtfulness of Sn hardens one's heart
b. A hard heart can begin to question what one once believed
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CONCLUSION

1. Brethren, can we say together with...
a. Thewriter of Hebrews. “...for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in dl things
desiring to live honorably”? - He 13:18
b. Thegpostle Paul: “I thank God, whom | serve with a pure conscience...”?-2 Ti 1:3

2. If not, and our conscience has not yet become so hardened that we will not heed, then we need to...
a. Cometo God’s Son for the cleansing of our conscience through His blood
b. Cometo God'sWord for the proper understanding of what is actudly right and wrong
c. Cometo God’s Family through frequent assembling to exhort us to do what is good

Why not serve God with a pure conscience today...?
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A Faith That Is Genuine
2nd Timothy 1.5

INTRODUCTION

1. When Paul wasin prison awaiting hisimminent degth, the gpostle wrote to Timothy ...
a. Maentioning his remembrance of him in his frequent prayers-2 Ti 1:3
b. Expressng hisdedreto see him, which would fill him with joy -2 Ti 1:4

2. Paul’slove and longing was due to Timothy’ sfaith...
a. A faththa dwdt firgt in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice
b. A faith that Paul was persuaded dwelt in Timothy aso
-- A faith Paul describesas“genuing” (sincere, unfeigned) - 2 Ti 1.5

[Paul’ s statement implies that not dl faith is*genuing’. How about your faith? What kind of faith do
you have? Let’s examine the subject of faith more closdly...]

. NOT ALL FAITH ISGENUINE

A. FAITH THAT DISPLEASESGOD...

1.

6.

Thereislittle faith

a. Thatfalstotrust in God's providence - Mt 6:30

b. That isfilled with fear and doubt - Mt 8:26; 14:31

c. That dlows human reasoning to forget God' s power - Mt 16:8-9
Thereisdead faith

a. That falsto produce works - Ja 2:17,20

b. Likeadead body without a spirit - Ja 2:26

Thereisdemonic faith

a. Who bdievein God, but only to tremble - Ja 2:19

b. Who believe in Jesus, but want to be left done- Mk 1:24
Thereisunconfessing faith

a. By those who may believe, but will not confess Jesus - Jn 12:42-43

b. Such faith will not save, for confessing Christ is necessary - Ro 10:9-10; Mt 10:32-33

Thereis * environmental faith”
a. l.e, afath totaly dependent upon one' s externa environment

1) E.g., remaining faithful while under the postive influences of one's home, church, or

“Chrigian” college
2) But take that person out of such an environment, and his or her faith islost!
b. Somesgnsof an“environmentd fath”
1) Prayingin public, but not in private
2) Studying the Bible when at church, but not in private
3) A lack of personal closeness and dependence upon God and Jesus Christ
Thereis “blind faith” (credulity)

a. credulity - “readiness or willingness to believe epecidly on dight or uncertain evidence’
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- Merriam-Webster Dictionary
b. Many have this misconception of faith
1) That faith isbdieving in something without evidence
2) Assomehave sad, “You just have to have faith”, rather than provide reasons for
such fath
C. Yet God expects usto love Him with our minds as well as our hearts- Mt 22:37

B. FAITH THAT PLEASES GOD...
1. Faith that isa strong conviction in things unseen
a. Suchisthe Biblicd definition of fath-He 11:1
b. Espeddlyin God and His promises- He 11:6
2. Faith that believes God raised Jesus from the dead
a. For such is necessary for our sdvation - Ro 10:9
b. For such isthe source of great blessngs - Jn 20:29
3. Faith that worksthrough love
a. Faththa judifiesby works, not by fath only - Ja 2:24
b. Fath that works through love, not by worksonly - Ga 5:6
4. Faith that isgenuine
a. Faththa isgncere unfeigned -2 Ti 1.5
b. Thekind of faith that is the god of God's commandments-1Ti 1.5

[Thusnot al faith saves. How can we have a saving faith that is genuine...?|

II. DEVELOPING A FAITH THAT ISGENUINE

A. THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD...
1. TheWord of God is designed to produce faith - Ro 10:17
2. Bookswere written to create and strengthen faith - Jn 20:30-31; 1 Jn 5:13
3. TheBible contains evidence to develop faith (harmony of the Scriptures, scientific
foreknowledge, fulfilled prophecy, eyewitness testimony, €tc.)
-- Arewewilling to allow the Bible to produce a faith that is genuine?

B. THROUGH THE FAMILY OF GOD...

1. Timothy had been blessed being around people of faith-2 Ti 1.5
a. Hisgrandmother Lois and mother Eunice
b. Thegood example of their faith undoubtedly cultivated his own

2. Ouwr faith is strengthened by our association with other Chrigtians
a. Whose frequent assemblies exhort us to love and good works - He 10:24-25
b. Whaose daily exhortations can ward off an evil heart of unbelief - He 3:12-13

-- Arewewilling to let fellowship with God’'sfamily nurture afaith that is genuine?

C. THROUGH WALKING WITH GOD...
1. Abrahamisthefaher of thefathful - cf. Ga 3:7,9
2. Abraham demongrated his faith by waking with and wherever God told Him - He 11:8-9
3. Abraham grew in faith as he waked with God, even to where he was willing to offer hisson
-cf.He11:17-18
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a. Hisfaith was not developed dl a once, but in stages
b. It grew ashewaked with God throughout his sojourn in life
c. Thesame could be said concerning the faith of the gpostles of Christ
-- Arewewilling to let our own walk with God develop a faith that is genuine?

CONCLUSION

1. Godiswilling to hep provide the kind of faith that pleases Him...
a. HeprovidesHisWord to create faith
b. He provides His Family to nurture faith
c. Heprovides His Companionship to strengthen faith
--  Working together to produce*®A Faith That Is Genuin€”’

2. When people think of you, what kind of faith do you have that comes to their remembrance...?
a. Doesit produce gratitude as Timothy’ sfaith did for Paul?- cf. 2 Ti 1:3-5
b. Doesit produce sadness, as Demas’ lack of faith undoubtedly did for Paul?- cf. 2 Ti 4:10

May we aways strive to develop a genuine faith that pleases God and ddlights those who know us...!
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What Kind Of Men God M akes
2nd Timothy 1.7

INTRODUCTION

1. Thereationship between Paul and Timothy was like that of afathertoason-2Ti 1:1-2
a. Whom he prayed for daily -2 Ti 1:3
b. Whomhelongedtosee-2Ti 1:4
c. Whom he remembered fondly - 2 Ti 1.5

2. Asany father would his son, Paul sought to encourage Timothy to be aman...
a. Tomake good use of the blessngs and opportunitiesgivento him-2Ti 1:6
b. To become the kind of man God intended himto be-2 Ti 1:7

[What does God intend for aman to be? What kind of man is God willing to cregte for those who
submit to His workmanship? Using Paul’swordsin 2 Ti 1:7, we note that...]

|. GOD MAKESFEARLESSMEN

A. MEN OF GOD DO NOT ALWAYSSTART OUT BOLD...
1. Peter displayed cowardice on several occasions - Mt 14:30; 26:69-75; Ga 2:11-12
2. Paul confessed fearful tendencies-1 Co 2:3

B. YET MEN OF GOD DEVELOPED BOLDNESS...
1. Thecouncil noted the boldness of Peter and John - Ac 4:13
2. Paul later confessed confidence in the face of trid - Ac 20:24; 21:13

C. HOW GOD MAKESFEARLESSMEN...
1. Asfathandloveincrease, fear decreases
a. Fearisindicative of little fath - Mt 8:26
b. Lovecastsout fear -1Jn 4:18
2. Boldness comes through prayer
a. The apostles prayed for boldness - Ac 4:29-31
b. Paul solicited prayer in his behdf for boldness - Ep 6:18-19

[As men of God grow in faith, love, and prayer, God removes the spirit of fear. Aswe return to our
text (2 Ti 1:7), we adso observe that...]

II. GOD MAKESSTRONG MEN

A. MEN OF GOD START OUT WEAK...
1. Even the gpostles had their moments of weskness - Mt 26:40-41
2. All disciples start as babesin Christ - ¢f. 1 Co 3:1
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B. YET MEN OF GOD ARE TO BE STRONG...
1. AsPaul exhorted the Corinthians- 1 Co 16:13
2. Ashe exhorted the Ephesians - Ep 6:10

C. HOW GOD MAKES STRONG MEN...
1. By providing theright kind of armor - Ep 6:10-17
2. By providing thead of His Sairit in the inner man - Ep 3:16,20
3. By providing ardationship with His Son - Jn 15:5; Ph 4:13

[Aswe grow in truth, righteousness, faith, and prayer, God's Son and His Spirit will provide what aid
we need to be strong in the service of the Lord. From our text we dso learn that...]

[11.GOD MAKESLOVING MEN

A. MEN OF GOD DO NOT ALWAYSSTART OUT LOVING...
1. The apostles were often jedlous of one another - Mt 20:24; Lk 22:24
2. James and John devel oped the reputation as “ Sons Of Thunder” - Mk 3:17; cf. Lk 9:54

B. YET MEN OF GOD DEVELOPED LOVE...
1. John, “Son of Thunder”, became the gpostle of love-1Jn 4:7,11
2. Peter would refer to Paul as “our beloved brother” - 2 Pe 3:15

C. HOW GOD MAKESLOVING MEN...
1. Bylovingus-1Jn4:10-11; cf. 1 Th 4:9-10
2. By providing Jesus as an example of love-1 Th 3:16; cf. Jn 13:34-35

[Aswe dlow oursdves to be moved by God'slove for us, we will grow in our love for others. Findly,
we see from our text that...|

IV.GOD MAKES SOUND MEN

A. WHAT IT MEANSTO HAVE A SOUND MIND...

1. The Greek word is sophronismos - “1) an admonishing or caling to soundness of mind, to
moderation and saf-control; 2) self-control, moderation” - Thayer

2. “The Greek word denotes one of sober mind; a man of prudence and discretion. The state
referred to hereisthat in which the mind iswel baanced, and under right influences; in
which it seesthingsin their just proportions and rdaions, in which it is not feverish and
excited, but when everything isin its proper place.” - Barnes

3. It depicts one who is stable and sdf-controlled in both life and doctrine

B. THISQUALITY TO BE FOUND IN MATURE CHRISTIANS...
1. Bishops (elders) must be sober (sophrone) - 1 Ti 3:2; Ti 1:8
2. Older men are to be temperate (sophrone) - Ti 2:2
3. Older women are to teach (sophronizo) younger women
a. To besober (sophronizo) - Ti 2:4
b. Tobediscreet (sophrone) - Ti 2.5
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4. Young menlike Timothy -2 Ti 1.7
C. HOW GOD MAKES SOUND MEN...
1. Through obedience to the words of His Son - cf. Mt 7:24-25

2. By setting one’'smind on the things of the Spirit (i.e., the word of God), producing the fruit
of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:5-6; Ga 5:16,22-23

CONCLUSION

1. For those willing to submit to the workmanship of God, He will cregte...
a Fearlessmen
b. Strong men
c. Lovingmen
d. Sound men
2. Such qudities are not limited to those of the male gender...

a. They arevirtuesfound in women aswell
b. Especidly when older women exemplify and teach them to the younger women

3. Wemay not gart the Chridtian life with these qudities, new Christians often have...
a. Cowardice
b. Weakness
c. Hatred
d. Ingability

But Godiswillingto “giveus’ (2 Ti 1:7) courage, strength, love, and stability. Are we willing to submit
to His workmanship in our lives...?

Note: The main pointsfor this outline was teken from a sermon by Alexander M aclaren, inhis
“Expostion Of The Scriptures’
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Do Not Be Ashamed
2nd Timothy 1:8,12

INTRODUCTION

1. Imprisoned and facing desth, Paul encouraged Timothy not to be ashamed...
a. Of thetestimony of the Lord (i.e., the gospel, doctrines) - 2 Ti 1:8
b. Of Paul himsdf asaprisoner of theLord-2 Ti 1:8
-- For Paul himself was not ashamed, nor Onesiphoruswho visited him - 2 Ti 1:12,16-18

2. Itisimportant that one not be ashamed...
a. Of the Lord and Hisgospd - cf. Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26
b. Of aufferingin Hisname- ¢f. 1 Pe 4:16
-- Haveyou ever been ashamed of Jesus? His gospel? Suffering in the name of Christ?

[1f you have ever been embarrassed about being a Chritian, et the gpostle Paul share with you the
reasons why he was not ashamed. He overcame any shame...]

. BY KNOWING THE LORD

A. HISIDENTITY...
1. “I know whom | have bdieved...” -2 Ti 1:12

a

b.

Paul had knowledge of the true person and identity of Jesus Christ
This knowledge gave Paul courage to suffer any price - cf. Ph 3:8

2. Whoisthis Jesuswe follow asthe Chrigt?

a

In the words of Isaiah - 1sa 9:6-7

1) Wonderful, Counsdor, Mighty God

2) Everlagting Father, Prince of Peace

In the words of Peter - Mt 16:16

1) TheChrigt

2) The Son of the Living God

In the words of Paul - Co 1:15-18

1) Theimage of theinvisble God, the firstborn over dl cregtion

2) By Him, through Him, and for Him were dl things created

3) Heisbeforedl things, and in Him dl things conast

4) Heisthe head of the body, the church

5) Heisthe beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in al things He may have the
preeminence!

In the words of Jesus Himsdlf - Re 1:10-11,17-18; 22:16

1) “I amthe Alphaand the Omega, the First and the Last”

2) “l am Hewho lives, and was dead, and behold, | am dive forevermore.”

3) “I have the keys of Hades and of Desath.”

4) *1 amthe Root and the Offgpring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

-- When we know our Lord’strueidentity, how can we ever be ashamed of Him?
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B. HISFAITHFULNESS...
1. “I am persuaded that He is able to keep what | have committed to Him until that Day.”
-2Ti 112

a
b.

Paul had committed his very soul to Jesus
He was confident that Jesus was able to save him on the day of Judgment

2. How fathful, dependable, isthis Jesusin Whom we trugt for sdvation?

a

b
C.
d

Heis able to aid those who are tempted - He 2:18; cf. 1 Co 10:13

. Heisable to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him - He 7:25

Heis able to transform our lowly bodies into glorious bodies - Ph 3:21

. Hewill give eternd life to those who come to Him, and nothing can snatch them out of

His Father’ s hand - Jn 10:28-29

--  When we know our Lord’sfaithfulness, how can we ever be ashamed of Him?

[ The more we know and appreciate our Lord, the lesslikdihood we would ever be ashamed of Him.
The sameistrueregarding HisWords. Again, Paul provides an example: he overcame any shame...]

. BY KNOWING THE GOSPEL

A. THE POWER OF GOD...
1. “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Chrigt, for it isthe power of God” - Ro 1:16

a
b.

Paul knew that the message he proclaimed was powerful
Even though to some it might seem foolishness- ¢f. 1 Co 1:18

2. What power is contained in the gospel of Chrigt?

a
b.
C.
d.

The power to save those who believe - Ro 1:16

The power to cause oneto be born again - 1 Pe 1:22-25

The power to work effectively in those who believe-1Th 2:13

The power to produce fruit in those who know and understand it - Co 1:6

-- When we know God’s power in the gospel, how can we ever be ashamed of it?

B. THE WISDOM OF GOD...
1. “but we preach Chrigt crucified...the wisdom of God” - 1 Co 1:23-24

a

b.

Paul knew that the gospd contained the wisdom of God
Even though it contained that which was consdered foolishness to Greeks

2. What wisdom is contained in the gospe of Chrigt?

a

b
C.
d

Wisdom beyond the ability of natural man to discern on hisown - Ro 11:33

. Wisdom hidden for ages, but now revealed to the Lord' s gpostles- 1 Co 2:6-10

Wisdom that we can now learn by reading the gpostles’ writings - Ep 3:3-5

. Indeed, dl the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, especidly for the truly abundant life
and lifeeternd - Co 2:3; cf. Jn 10:10; 1Jn 5:11-13
-- When we know God’swisdom in the gospdl, how can we ever be ashamed of it?

CONCLUSION

1. Yes, we have very good reasons not to be ashamed...
a. ThelLord we serveisagreat and marvelous Lord!
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b. HisWord we proclam isagreat and marvelous message!
-- Allit takesisfor usto bediligent in our study of such things-2Ti 2:15

2. Here are two more good reasons we should not be ashamed...
a. Jesusisnot ashamed to cdl usbrethren-He 2:11
b. God isnot ashamed to be caled our God - He 11:16
-- If They arenot ashamed of us, how can we be ashamed of Them and Their Word?

Findly, our greatest concern should be whether we will be ashamed when the Lord returns:

“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at Hiscoming.” - 1 Jn 2:28

Are we abiding in Jesus by obedience to HisWord...?-1 Jn 2:3-6; cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ga 3:26-27
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Death, Life, And Immortality
2nd Timothy 1:10

INTRODUCTION

1. InPaul’slagt epistle, written shortly before his death, Timothy is encouraged to remain steadfast and
not be ashamed of the gospd -2 Ti 1:8-12

2. Inhiswords are things that have been of interest throughout the history of mankind...
a. Desh, life, and immortdity
b. Upon which the appearing of Jesus Christ has made great impact - 2 Ti 1:10

[What the coming of Jesus has done in regards to degth, life, and immortdity should be of interest to all
who have ever contemplated them. Let’s examine what Christ has indeed done, beginning with death...]

. JESUSCHRIST HASABOLISHED DEATH

A. WHICH KIND OF DEATH HASJESUS ABOLISHED...?
1. Thereisphysical death
a.  Which occurs when the spirit and body are separated - cf. Ja 2:26
b. Which began when Adam and Eve lost accessto thetree of life - Gen 3:22-24
2. Thereisspiritual death
a.  Which occurs when the spirit and God are separated - cf. 1sa 59:1-2
b. Which happens because of sn - Ro 6:23

B. JESUSHASABOLISHED SPIRITUAL DEATH...

1. Through His death on the crossl - Ro 5:6-10
a. Providing judtification (freedom from guilt)
b. Providing reconciliation (bringing us back to God)

2. When one accepts the gift of Christ’s death, spiritud death isabolished! - 2 Co 5:18-6:2
a. Thegospd isaminigtry of reconciliation
b. Godwasin Chrigt seeking to reconcile man back to Him
c. To bereconciled, we must receive the grace of God

C. JESUSWILL ABOLISH PHYSICAL DEATH...

1. Agan, through His death on the cross- He 2:14-15
a. Through death He overcame the one who the power of desath
b. Through death He released us from the bondage of death
c. Thus Chrisgtians need not fear death - eg., Ph 1:19-23

2. Butdsothrough Hisresurrection - Ac 2:23-24; 1 Co 15:20-26
a. God loosed the “pains of death” to raise up Jesus; but Chrigt is only the beginning
b. When He comes again, He will totally abolish death! - cf. 1 Co 15:50-58

[Spiritual death is abolished when one turnsto the Lord. Physical death will be abolished when the
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Lord returns and raises the dead. This leads naturdly to our next point for consideration...]

1. JESUS CHRIST HASBROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT

A. IS“LIFE AND IMMORTALITY” AHENDIADYS...?
1. Définition of *hendiadys (No, not some cross between a chicken and insect <g>)

a. Litedly, “one through two”

b. “the expression of anideaby the use of usualy two independent words connected by
and (as nice and warm) ingtead of the usual combination of independent word and its
modifier (asnicely warm)” - Merriam-Webster

2. If 0, then “life and immortdity” means“immortd life’
3. Noway to be sure, sowe'll look at both nouns separately

B. JESUSHASBROUGHT LIFETO LIGHT...
1. Thispertainsto the “eternd life’ or “abundant life’, not smply exisence - Jn 10:10
2. Jesushas shed light on eternd life as a present possession
a. Therdationship one can have with the Father and the Son - Jn 17:1-3
b. A qudity of life that one can enjoy evenin thislife-1Jn 5:11-13,20
3. Jesus has shed light on eternd life as a future hope
a. A promise of an existence we have yet to receive- Ti 1:2
b. A gift to receive a the end, following the Judgment - Ro 6:22-23; Mt 25:46

C. JESUSHASBROUGHT IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT...
1. Theword immortdity (aphthar sia) means “incorruption, perpetuity” - Thayer
2. The Scriptures use the word (or its adjective, aphthartos) to describe:
a God-R01:23 1Ti1.17
b. TheWord of God - 1 Pe 1:23
c. Our inheritancein heaven - 1 Pe 1:4
d. A meek and quiet spirit, metaphorically spoken of asincorruptible gpparel - 1 Pe 3:4
3. Itisasoused to describethe resurrected body of the righteous - 1 Co 15:50-54
a. Pagan philosophers frequently applied it to soul, but never to the body
b. Thisisa‘mydery’ the gospd bringsto ‘light’, that one day our soulswill be given
incorruptible bodies (i.e,, put on immortdity)
c. Thiswill occur at the resurrection, when Jesus completely abolishes desth!

CONCLUSION

1. Thetruth about degth, life, and immortality has been brought to light through the gospel - 2 Ti 1:10

2. Jesuswanted this‘gospd’ (good news) proclaimed to every one - cf. Mk 16:15
a.  That dl might benefit from the blessngs available through His death, resurrection and return!
b. A new lifein Christ now, no longer experiencing spiritua deeth
c. A grong hopein thelife to come, overcoming physicd deeth through immorta bodies

Have you responded to the gospd of Christ in order to receive these benefits both present and future...?
- cf. Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; R0 6:3-8
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Our Duty To Apostolic Teaching
2nd Timothy 1:13-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Knowing that his desth was imminent, Paul charged Timothy regarding his duties as an evangdi<t...
a. To dir up the gift of God givenhim-2 Ti 1.6
b. To not be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, or of those who suffer for Him -2 Ti 1.8
c. Tohold fast to that which he has heard, and to keep that committed to him - 2 Ti 1:13-14

2. ltisthechargein verses 13-14 that | wish to focus our attention in this study...
a. For it describes the duty that we have today regarding that taught by the apostles of Christ
b. Whether evangdids or not, the duty remains the same for dl Chrigtians

[For like Timothy, al Chrigtians have been the beneficiaries of that reveded by the apostles; with the
blessngs we have received come the responsibilities aswell. For example, congder our duty to...]

|. THE WORDSTAUGHT BY THE APOSTLES

A. WEMUST HOLD THEM FAST...
1. Thewords of the apostles are “sound words” - cf. 1 Ti 1:10; 6:3; Ti 2:1
a. hugiaino - “to have sound hedlth, that is, be well (in body); figuratively to be uncorrupt
(truein doctrine): - be in hedlth, (be safe and) sound, (be) whole (-some). - Strong
b. They are“sound” because:
1) They arethewordsof God-1Th 2:13
2) They are the commandments of the Lord - 1 Co 14:37
2. Weareto hold them fast
a. By continuing inthem -2 Ti 3:14; cf. Ac 2:42
1) Thiswas Paul’s charge to Timothy as an evangdist
2) Thisiswha characterized the early church from the beginning
3) Thisimpliestha we are “doers’ of the word, and not “hearers only” - Ja 1:21-25
b. By contending for them - Ju 3
1) “Thefath” (i.e, that which we are to believe) has been ddivered “once for al”
2) We need not look for latter day revelation
a) For God has given us“all thingsthat pertain to life and godliness’ -2 Pe 1.3
b) The Scriptures are sufficient to make the man of God “complete, thoroughly
complete for every good work” -2 Ti 3:16-17
3) Our duty isto “contend earnestly” for the faith
-- Areyou “holding fast” the teaching of the apostles by both continuing in them and
contending for them?

B. WE MUST DO SO IN FAITH AND LOVE...
1. What others have said this means.
a  “Hold these truths with sncere faith in the Lord Jesus, and with that love which isthe
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best evidence of attachment to him.”- Bar nes
b. “inthe exercise of faith, and from a principle of love” - Gill
Thuswe mug believe in that which we are holding fast
a. Inwhat we are holding fast (i.e., the doctrine)
b. Inwhomwe are holding fast (i.e,, the Person)
Thus we must possess the spirit of love while holding fast
a. Lovefor God and HisWord
b. Lovefor man (including those with whom we differ) - cf. Ep 4:15; 2 Ti 2:24-26
In holding fast to the apostolic doctrine, are you doing so with sincerefaith in Jesus
and love for both God and man?

[Such is our duty to those things taught by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. So important isthis
duty that Paul reiteratesthe ideaiin dightly different words...]

II. THE GOOD THING COMMITTED TO US

A. WE MUST SAFELY GUARDIIT...

1.

Note firgt the committal process of the gospe

a. The gospe was committed to the apostles- 1 Ti 1:11

b. They inturn committed it to men like Timothy - 1 Ti 6:20

c. Whoin turn were to commit it to faithful men who teach others- 2 Ti 2:2

Those who have received it must “keep” or “guard” it

a. phulasso- “denotes (@) ‘to guard, watch, keep watch,’ (b) ‘to keep by way of
protection,” (c) metaphorically, ‘to keep alaw, precept,”” - Vine

b. ThisisPaul'schargeto Timothy -2 Ti 1:14

c. Thisisthe charge of dl who have received the gospd

Areyou safely guarding what has been committed to you, by virtue of your own

acceptance of the gospel?

B. WEMUST DO SO BY THEHOLY SPIRIT...

1.

What others have said this means:

a “Bythead of the Holy Spirit. One of the best methods of preserving the knowledge
and the love of truth is to cherish the influences of the Holy Spirit.” - Barnes

b. “Keepit by the help of the Holy Spirit.” - B. W. Johnson

Review what the gpostles themsdves teach us about the Holy Spirit and the Chrigtian:

a. TheHoly Spirit dwellsin the Chrigian - 1 Co 3:16; 6:19

b. By the Spirit God strengthens the inner man - Ep 3:16,20

C. The Spirit produces wonderful fruit in those led by Him - Ga 5:16-23

d. A means by which He does thisis through the very Word we are to guard - Ep 6:17

Thus we must equip ourselves with the Word of God

a Recdvingit, asit “effectivdy works’ in those who bdieveit -1 Th 2:13

b. Doingit, asit blesses those who are “doers’ and not “hearersonly” - Ja 1:25

Arewe letting the Spirit’s Sword equip usthat we may in turn guard it safely?

CONCLUSION
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1. “Our Duty To Apostalic Teaching” isvery clear...
a  Wemug hold fast the pattern of soundswords, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus
b. We mus keep (guard) that which has been committed to us, by the Holy Spirit in us

2. Itisnot enough to smply know the words given to us by the gpostles...
a.  Wemug continue in them and contend for them, in both faith and love
b. Wemus safely guard them, with the aid of the Holy Spirit

The fact that we are Chrigtians today is evidence of previous generations being true to this charge; will
the same be said of us? Will later generations be grateful that we were faithful in keeping “ Our Duty
To Apostolic Teaching”...?
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Strong In The Grace Of Christ
2nd Timothy 2:1

INTRODUCTION

1. Thedanger of apostasy isvery red, as evident from Paul’ s second epistle to Timothy...
a. Thosein Asahad forsaken Paul, including Phygellus and Hermogenes-2 Ti 1:15
b. Some had strayed from the truth, in particular Hymenaeus and Philetus- 2 Ti 2:16-18

2. Theposshility of gpostasy explains Paul’ s admonitions to Timothy...
a. Such asthose found in the first chapter - cf. 2 Ti 1:13-14
b. Such asthat found at the beginning of the second chapter -2 Ti 2:1

3. Toavoid apostasy ourselves, we too must “be strong in the grace that isin Christ Jesus’...
a. Butwha graceistherein Chrigt?
b. And how can we be strong in this grace?

[These are questions we shdl answer inthisstudy. Firdt, let’ sreview...]

|. THE GRACE THAT ISIN CHRIST

A.

FREEDOM FROM THE GUILT OF SIN...

1
2.

In Chrigt thereis no condemnation for sn-Ro 8:1

For we have forgiveness of sins, redemption through Hisblood - Ep 1:7
Wearetherefore“justified” (declared “not guilty”) by His grace through the
redemption in Christ Jesus! - cf. Ro 3:24

VICTORY OVER THE POWER OF SIN...

1
2.

Jesus offers to free us from the dominion of sn - Jn 8:31-36

He does this by giving us His Spirit - Jn 7:37-39; cf. Ro 8:2,12-13

Wearetherefore” strengthened” by God through His Spirit in the inner man - cf.
Ep 3:16

ABILITY FOR FRUITFUL SERVICE...

Jesus reveded that we cannot bear fruit apart from Him - Jn 15:4-5

By His grace we are enabled to be a functioning member of His body - Ro 12:6

We can have an abundance for every good work - 2 Co 9:8
Wearetherefore“enabled” by God for service as stewards of Hisgrace - cf. 1 Pe
4:10-11

HOPE FOR A GLORIOUSFUTURE...

1.
2.

Jesus has given us “good hope’ by Hisgrace-2Th 2:16
By His grace we become heirs of eternd life-Ti 3.7
We aretherefore” positioned” to betherecipients of even more graceto come!
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-cf.1Pel:13; Ep 2.7

[Thisreview certainly does not exhaust the benefits of His grace, but hopefully will encourage us to heed
Paul’ s admonition to be strong in the grace of Christ. Now for some thoughts on...]

II. BEING STRONG IN HISGRACE

A. THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO HISWORD...

1.

Initidly, by obeying the gospd of Chrit through:

a. Fath and confession, through which comes righteousness and sdvation - Ro 10:9-10

b. Repentance and baptism, through which comes forgiveness of sns and the gift of the
Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38

Continudly, as the promise of His abiding presenceis contingent on:

a Keeping HisWord - Jn 14:21,23

b. Obsarving His commandments - Mt 28:20

c. Avoiding lukewarmness of service - Re 3:15-19

Thegrace of Christ comesto thosewho are”doers’ of the Word, and not “hearers

only” - cf. Ja 1:22-25

B. THROUGH FERVENCY OF PRAYER...

1.

Prayer is the conduit through which we recaive wonderful blessngsin Chrigt:

a. Forgivenessof snswhenwesn-Ac8:22; 1Jn 1.9

b. Srength from God by His Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

c. Peace that surpasses understanding and overcomes anxiety - Ph 4:6-7

Thus the many admonitionsto be diligent in prayer, such as.

a. “continue earnedtly in prayer” - Co 4:2

b. “pray without ceesng” -1 Th 5:17

C. “be serious and watchful in your prayers’ - 1 Pe 4.7

The grace of Christ comesto those who come boldly to thethrone of grace - cf. He
4:14-16

C. THROUGH INTERACTION WITH BRETHREN...

1.

Fdlowship with other Chridiansis very important:

a. ltwasamark of the early church - Ac 2:42

b. Chrigtians are to be interdependent on one another - 1 Co 12:12-14,17-22

Thus the admonitions related to encouraging one another:

a. Through daly exhortation, to avoid unbdlief - He 3:12-14

b. Through frequent assembling, to stir up love and good works - He 10: 24-25

The grace of Christ comesto those belonging to a body in which each part doesits
share- cf. Ep 4:15-16

CONCLUSION

1. Brethren, wonderful isthe grace of Christ! Y et Christians were cautioned...
a. Not to recelve the grace of God invain-2 Co 6:1-2
b. To becareful lest anyonefal short of the grace of God - He 12:15
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2. To ensure that we benefit from the riches of grace in Chrigt, then let us be strong in grace...
a. Through obedience to HisWord

b. Through fervency of prayer
c. Through interaction with brethren

Areyou diligent in your effortsto be strong in the grace of Chrigt Jesus...?
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What Kind Of Men God Needs
2nd Timothy 2:2

INTRODUCTION

1. Ealierin 2nd Timothy, we saw “What Kind Of Men God Makes’ (2 Ti 1:7)...

a

b.
C.
d.

Fearless men
Strong men
Loving men
Sound men

2. In2Ti 2:2, wenow find Paul giving acharge to Timothy...

a
b.

To teach others what Paul had taught him
Who in turn would be able to teach others

3. Inthischarge welearn how the Lord's church was to propagate itsdlf...

a
b.

Those who are taught teaching others
A continuous cycle of learning and teaching

[A very effective and quite adequate method, but it works only when the right kind of men areto be
found. From our text (2 Ti 2:2) , consder “What Kind Of Men God Needs’; eg., He needs...]

|. GOD NEEDSFAITHFUL MEN

A.

FAITHFUL TO THE LORD...

1. Just asthe Lord Himsdf wasfaithful, aswas Moses- He 3:2
2. Just as Paul himsdf was counted faithful - 1 Ti 1:12

-- Menwhom the Lord can trust, depend

FAITHFUL TO THE WORD...

1. Hoalding fast the pattern of sound words, in love and faith-2 Ti 1:13
2. Continuing in the thingsone haslearned -2 Ti 3:14

--  Men who preach the truth of God, and practice what they preach

FAITHFUL TO THE CHURCH...

1. Their own brothers and Ssters among whom they will serve the Lord on their behalf
2. Seaving ther brethren like Epaphras did the church a Colosse- Co 1.7

-- Men whom thelocal church can trust, depend

[In other words, men “...who not only have received the grace of God, and are true believersin Chrigt,
but are men of great uprightness and integrity; who having the word of God, will soesk it out boldly, and
fathfully, and keep back nothing that is profitable, but declare the whole counsdl of God, without any
mixture or adulteration; for the Gospd being committed to their trust, they would become stewards, and
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of such it isrequired that they be faithful; and therefore thisis mentioned as a necessary and requisite
qudification in them...” (Gill). From our text we note that God also needs...]

II. GOD NEEDSTEACHABLE MEN

A.

WILLING TO BE TAUGHT BY OTHERS...

1. Unless men are willing to be taught, God’'s method won't work!

2. Timothy himsdf provides agood example:
a. Willing firg to be taught by his mother and grandmother - cf. 2 Ti 1.5; 3:14-15
b.  Willing to go with Paul and be taught by him - cf. Ac 16:1-3

--  Men who willing to be studentsfir«, then teachers

WILLING TO BE TAUGHT BY THEMSELVES...

1. Sdf-study isan important part of preparing to teach - cf. 2 Ti 2:15; 1 Ti 4:13,15-16
2. Asilludrated by Ezrathe priest - Ezr 7:10

-- Men who do not wait for othersto teach them, but study on their own!

[In other words, men who take advantage of every opportunity to learn; whether it be at the feet of
someone else, or in the privacy of their own study. They love the truth that much!  Then notice that God
needs...]

I11.GOD NEEDSTEACHING MEN

A.

WILLING TO TEACH OTHER MEN...
1. Unless men are willing to teach others, God’'s method won't work!
2. Again, Timothy provides a good example:
a. What helearned from Paul, he was willing to tdl others- cf. 1 Co 4:17
b. Paul could depend upon him to teach others - cf. 1 Ti 1:3
3. Teaching others makes one afathful miniger of Chrigt -1 Ti 4.6
-- Men who do not keep thetruth they love to themselves, but shareit with others!

. WILLING TO TEACH ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITIES...

1. Not everyone serves as ateacher inaforma sense- cf. 1 Co12:29; Ja 3:1; Ep 4:11
2. But everyone should be able to teach others something - cf. He 5:12

a. Men have different abilities- cf. 1 Pe 4:10-11; Ro 12:3-8

b. Even those who serve with their hands can teach others how to do so
--  Men who teach whatever skillsand abilitiesthey may have!

CONCLUSION

1. For the gospe to spread and the Lord’ s church to grow, God needs the right kind of men...

a

b.

C.

Men who are faithful

Men who are teachable

Men who will teach

|.e., men willing to serve the Lord!
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2. Thisneedisnot limited to those of the mae gender, the Lord also needs...
a.  Older women who are willing to teach younger women - cf. Ti 2:3
b. Youngwomen who are willing to learn from them - cf. Ti 2:4-5
-- |.e, women willing to servethe Lord!

In whatever way that is keeping with our abilities and God' s will, everyone should be both student and
teacher. Remember the words of the Psalmist...

“ A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the next
generation, They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will
be born, That He hasdone this.” - Psa 22:30-31

“Now also when | am old and gray headed, O God, do not forsake me, Until |
declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to everyone who isto
come.” - Psa 71:18

“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come
the praises of the Lord, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has
done. For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed alaw in | srael,
Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their
children; That the generation to come might know them, The children who
would be born, That they may arise and declare them to their children,”

- Psa 78:4-6

“One generation shall praise Your worksto another, And shall declare Your
mighty acts.” - Psa 145:4

If everyone was a student and teacher like yoursdlf, would the Lord' s church be in existence in the next
generation...?
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Soldiers Of Jesus Christ
2nd Timothy 2:3-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Our serviceto Jesus Chrigt is often compared to different occupations...
a. Suchasanahlete-1C09:24-27; 2Ti 4.7-8
b. Suchasalaborersinthe harvest - Lk 10:2

2. Inourtext (2 Ti 2:3-4), our service isto compared to that of a soldier...
a. Inwhich oneisto be “agood soldier”
b. Seeking to please him who enlisted us as“ soldiers’

[That we may be sure to understand the service Jesus desires of us, let’ s review the characteristics of a
soldier in the army of Chrigt...]

|. THE NATURE OF OUR ENLISTMENT

A. WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN...
1. AspertheKJV (“chosen’) -2Ti 2.4
2. The Greek isstratologeo, “to gather (or select) asawarior, that is, enlist in the army;
choose to be a soldier.” - Strong

B. NOT AN INVOLUNTARY DRAFT...
1. Weare“enlisted” (NKJV, NASB, ESV) -2Ti 2:4
2. We were chosen as we responded in faith to the call of thegospd - ¢f. 2 Th 2:13-14

[Thearmy of Chrigtisan “dl voluntary” army. We were not drafted against our will, and our attitude
should reflect our willingnessto do our part. Note dso...]

II. THE NATURE OF OUR SERVICE

A. ITISAN'ACTIVE SERVICE...
1. le,full duty, likethosein active military service-2 Ti 2:4
2. Therefore oneis not to be entangled “in the affairs of everyday life’ -2 Ti 2:4
3. One must be willing to endure hardship-2 Ti 2:3
a. Thisaffects our rdations with our physca families
1) Chrigt mugt comefirgt - cf. Mt 10:37
2) EvenasHe put His Father in heaven fird - cf. Mt 12:46-50
b. Thisaffectsour attitudes toward our secular jobs
1) Thetrue purpose of work - Ac 20:34-35; Ep 4:28
2) For we cannot serve both God and mammon - Mt 6:24

B. NOT ‘RESERVE’ DUTY. ...

Sermons From Second Timothy 26



Mark A. Copeland

1. Wherewe serve only on limited occasons
2. Where one might not take their responsibilities serioudy

[All the soldiersin the army of Christ are on “active duty”, though some might be on the front line and
other supporting them at the base. Now consider...]

[1.THE NATURE OF OUR WARFARE

A. OUR ENEMIES...
1. Spiritud forces of wickedness - Ep 6:10-13
2. Physcd lusts which wage war againg thesoul - 1 Pe 2:11
3. The unrighteousness and ungodliness of men - Ro 1:18-32
a. Of those who do not recognize God
b. Of those who are given over to vile passons

B. OUR OBJECTIVES...
1. To produce the fruit of the Spirit in our own lives - Ga 5:16-23
2. To bring every thought into submission to Chrigt - cf. 2 Co 10:5
3. To hdp those ensnared of the devil to escape - cf. 2 Ti 2:26

[ The oppogition is mighty, the objectiveis noble. With what wegpons do we wage such warfare...?]

V. THE NATURE OF OUR WEAPONS

A. THEY ARE NOT CARNAL...
1. For our warfareisnot carnal - 2 Co 10:3-4; Jn 18:36
2. Thuswe do not use the sword or other such weaponsto fight - cf. Mt 26:52
3. Nor are weto use works of the flesh (e.g., anger, wrath) - 2 Co 10:1-3; cf. Ga 5:19-21

B. THEY AREMIGHTY IN GOD...

1. Attitudes consstent with the meekness and gentleness of Chrigt - c¢f. 2 Co 10:1
a. Such asthefruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23
b. Needed when we seek to help those overtaken in afault - Ga 6:1
c. Necessary to correct those who arein oppostion - 2 Ti 2:24-26

2. Theamor of God, including truth, faith and hope - Ep 6:10-17
a. TheWord of God is a powerful sword of the Spirit - Ep 6:17; He 4:12
b. Fathisapowerful shdd againg the devil - Ep 6:16
c. Hopelikewise servesasahemet - Ep 6:17

CONCLUSION

1. Inthearmy of Chrigt, we seek to save oursdves and those with whom we fight
2. ltisanoble objective, one that requires anoble service as* Soldiers Of Jesus Christ”

Are you therefore willing to endure hardship, and thus please Him who enlisted you as a soldier...?
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Three Pictures Of Faithful Service
2nd Timothy 2:3-7

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul sought to encourage Timothy in hiswork as an evangdi<...
a. Hemade dlusionsto three secular occupations:. soldier, athlete, farmer - cf. 2 Ti 2:3-7
b. Herewefind“ Three Pictures Of Faithful Service”

2. Thelessonsto be gleaned from these “pictures’ is not limited to evangdligs...
a. All who serve the Lord should learn from the soldier, athlete, and farmer
b. No matter what our function as members of the body of Christ
[With that in mind, let’slook closer a the first “picture’ in which we are reminded of...]

|. THE DEDICATION OF A SOLDIER

A. LONGSUFFERING...
1. “..must endure hardship as agood soldier of Jesus Christ” -2 Ti 2:3
2. Soldiers often endure great hardship in their service for their country
3. Should Chridtians be any less willing to suffer hardship?
a. For thegospd of Chrigt?-cf. 2 Ti 1:8
b. For the kingdom of God? - cf. Mt 5:10-12

B. FOCUSED...
1. “No oneengaged in warfare entangles himsdf with the affairs of thislife’ -2 Ti 2:4
2. Soldiers must concentrate on the task at hand to survive
3. Chrigtians need to be careful lessthey be digtracted by the world
a. Or they will bear no fruit to maturity - cf. Lk 8:14
b. Or they will drown themselves in destruction and perdition - cf. 1 Ti 6:9-12

C. DEVOTED...
1. “..that he may please him who enliged him asa soldier.” -2 Ti 2:4
2. Soldiers desrre to please their commanders
3. Should not Chrigtians desire to please their Great Commander?
a.  Note Paul’s attitude concerning himself - 2 Co 5:9
b. Note Paul’s prayer concerning the Colossans- Co 1:10

[The next time you see a soldier who serves his or her country with honor, ask yoursdlf: “Do | serve my
Lord and His kingdom with the same dedication?’ Another picture that illustrates faithful serviceis...]

II. THE DISCIPLINE OF AN ATHLETE

A. OBEDIENT...
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=

“...he competes according to therules.” -2 Ti 2.5

Athletes understand the need to abide by the rulesif they desire to win

3. Are Chrigians under any less obligation to abide by the rules?

a. Jesuscdls upon to observe what He taught - Mt 28:20; cf. Lk 6:46

b. We must doers of the Word, and not hearersonly - Ja 1:22; cf. Mt 7:21-27

N

B. SELF-CONTROLLED..
1. Note another comparison by Paul regarding athletics- 1 Co 9:24-27
2. Athletes know that ultimate victory requires greet sdf-control
3. Should Chrigtians exercise sdf-control any less?
a. Wedrive for an imperishable crown -1 Co 9:25; cf. 1 Pe 1:4
b. If weare“disqudified”, what then?-1 Co 9:27; cf. 2 Co 13:5

[As you watch athletes competing in the different sports, let their example of sdf-discipline chalenge
you in your own serviceto the Lord. Findly, consder athird picture of fathful service...]

I1I.THE DILIGENCE OF A FARMER

A. HARDWORKING...
1. “The hardworking farmer...” -2 Ti 2:6
2. Farmingiscertainly no easy task
3. Should Chrigtians labor any lessin the vineyard of the Lord?
a Theharvest isplentiful, and laborers are needed - cf. Mt 9:37-38; 20:1
b. Thefruit that we gather relates to eternd life (souls are a stake!) - cf. Jn 4:36

B. MOTIVATED...
1. “..first to partake of the crops-2Ti 2:6
2. Itisthe hardworking farmers who enjoy the benefit of their laborsfirst
3. Do Chrigians not have good motivation to labor diligently?
a. Therlaborisnotinvan-1 Co 15:58
b. Ther hopeiseternd life, and the crown of righteousness- Ro 6:22-23; 2 Ti 4:8

CONCLUSION

1. Fromthese*“ Three Pictures Of Faithful Service’, we glean that Christians should be...
a. Dedicated like soldiers
b. Disiplined like athletes
c. Diligent likefarmers

2. Arewewilling to learn from these three “pictures’...?
a.  Willing to suffer in our efforts to please the Lord?
b. Willing to discipline oursdves to receive an imperishable crown?
c.  Willing to work diligently that we might benefit from the fruit of our |abors?

As Paul indructed Timothy: “Condder what | say, and may the Lord give you understanding in dl
things..” - 2Ti 2.7
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Remember The Resurrection Of Jesus
2nd Timothy 2:8

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul continued to encourage Timothy, he reminded him of Jesus...

a
b.

Who had been born of the seed of David

Who was raised from the dead according to his gospel

l.e., in the midst of hardship remember that Jesus Himsalf suffered much, yet
over came through Hisgloriousresurrection from thedead - 2 Ti 2:8; cf. He 12:2-3

2. Thefact of Jesus resurrection is very important to the Christian...

a
b.

Certainly asingpiration to persevere in the midst of hardship
But there are other reasons why we should “remember” and never stop believing in it

[While we may not suffer hardship like Paul or Timathy, it isimperative that Chritians“ Remember
The Resurrection Of Jesus’. For reasons why, consder first someimplications...]

. TFIESUSWASNOT RAISED FROM THE DEAD

A.

PREACHING THE GOSPEL WOULD BE IN VAIN...
1. The preaching of the gpostles would have been empty, meaningless- 1 Co 15:14
2. There would be no purpose in preaching about alie today

OUR FAITH WOULD BE VAIN...
1. Our bdief in Chrigt would dso be empty, meaningless- 1 Co 15:14
2. For our fathwould bein alie

THE APOSTLE WERE FALSE WITNESSES...

1. Animplication admitted to by Paul - 1 Co 15:15

2. For they swore that God raised Jesus from the dead - eg., Ac 2:32

3. They clamed to spend 40 days with Him after the resurrection, eating and drinking with
Him - cf. Ac 10:39-41

4. Thereisno way they could have been deceived or mistaken; either they told the truth or
they were ddliberate liars, decelvers, and frauds!

WE ARE STILL IN OUR SINS...

1. Our fath would be futile and we would gill be snners-1 Co 15:17

2. For it would have been aliar or lunatic that died on t