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Serving God With A Pure Conscience
2nd Timothy 1:3

INTRODUCTION

1.

The apostle Paul often spoke of having a good conscience toward God...
a. In hisdefense before the council - Ac 23:1

b. Inhisdefense before Felix - Ac 24:15-16

-- Healso makes mention of it in hisepistleto Timothy - 2 Ti 1:3

The role our conscience plays is often misunderstood...

a.  Someassumeitisto be the find authority for what you do
b. “Let your conscience be your guide’ isthe motto for many
-- Yet your conscience can sometimeslead you astray!

The value of agood conscience is perhaps often overlooked...

a. Somedo not listen to their conscience when they should

b. They think nothing of the consequences of violaing their conscience

-- Yet ignoring your conscience can lead to sin, unbelief, and apostasy!

[If we desire to serve God with a“pure conscience” like Paul did (2 Ti 1:3), then we do well to learn
what we can about the conscience and its bearing on Chrigtian living. A good place to begin iswith...]

THE CONSCIENCE DEFINED

A. UNDERSTANDING THE CONSCIENCE...

1. “that process of thought which distinguishes what it considers moraly good or bed,
commending the good, condemning the bad, and so prompting to do the former, and to
avoid the latter.” - Vine

2. Note carefully:

a. Theconscienceisaprocess of thought that distinguishes, i.e., makes mord judgments
b. But it distinguishes what one “considers’ moraly good or bad

3. The conscience has the potentia to be agreat aid
a. It can encourage us to do the good and avoid the bad
b. But only if what one considers good and bad are actually good and bad!

4. Thusthe conscienceislike a watch
a. It can serve auseful purpose, but only if properly set
b. If st incorrectly (i.e., if misnformed about what is good or bad), then the conscience

will leed us adiray!

B. THE CONSCIENCE MAY NOT ALWAYSBE A RELIABLE GUIDE...
1. Paul had served God with a good conscience throughout hislife- Ac 23:1
a. Even at atime when he was persecuting Christiand - cf. Ac 26:9-11
b. Hethought (his conscience guiding him) that he must oppose the name of Jesus
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c. Hisconscience worked properly, but it had been set incorrectly
3. Thusitisimperative that we ask oursdves
a “lIswhat we‘consder’ moraly good or bad ‘actudly’ good or bad?’
b. “Areour mora judgments based upon God' s absolute truths, or our own ‘think so’?”
c. l.e, “Hasour conscience been properly ‘set’?’

[While the conscience may not dways be ardliable guide, God desires that we have a good conscience
regarding our faith, i.e., apure conscience (cf. 1 Ti 1:5; 3:9). So consider afew thoughts related to...]

II. THE CONSCIENCE DEVEL OPED

A. HOW A PURE CONSCIENCE ISMADE POSSIBLE...
1. Wearedl snners, so how can we possibly have a pure conscience? - ¢f. Ro 3:23
2. A clean conscience is made possible through Jesus' blood
a. Old Testament sacrifices and ordinances were inaufficient - He 9:9; cf. 10:1-4
b. The blood of Jesus can cleanse on€'s conscience - He 9:14; cf. 1 Pe 3:21
3. Thusin baptismwe make an gpped for agood conscience, trusting that the blood of Jesus
will wash away our sins- cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16

B. HOW A PURE CONSCIENCE ISMAINTAINED...

1. A good conscience is maintained by obedience to God's will
a. Notethat falure to do what we know isright issnful - Ja 4:17
b. Falureto adan from what we know iswrong isdso anful

2. Conduct with godly sincerity makes for agood conscience - cf. 2 Co 1:12
a. Doing what you know is right with al sncerity develops confidence
b. Thusthe more you do what is good and abstain from what is wrong, the better and

purer your conscience will be!

[By God' s grace, even the rankest of sinners can have their conscience cleansed. Through faithfulness
to Chrigt, they can keep that conscience pure. But we should aso note that it is possible to have...]

1. THE CONSCIENCE DESTROYED

A. MUCH HARM CAN BE DONE TO THE CONSCIENCE...
1. Wecan violate our conscience, whichissinful - Ro 14:22-23
2. Wecan defile our conscience, leading to unbélief - eg., Ti 1:15
3. Wecan sear our conscience, leading to apostasy - eg., 1 Ti 4:1-2

B. IGNORING OR VIOLATING THE CONSCIENCE ISDANGEROUS...
1. A guilty conscience can soon lead to a har dened conscience
a. E.g., once our conscience is hardened regarding attendance - cf. He 10:25
b. ..itismorelikely to become hardened againgt doing what is right in other areas
2. A hardened conscience can lead to a heart of unbelief - cf. He 3:12
a. Thedecdtfulness of Sn hardens one's heart
b. A hard heart can begin to question what one once believed
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CONCLUSION

1. Brethren, can we say together with...
a. Thewriter of Hebrews. “...for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in dl things
desiring to live honorably”? - He 13:18
b. Thegpostle Paul: “I thank God, whom | serve with a pure conscience...”?-2 Ti 1:3

2. If not, and our conscience has not yet become so hardened that we will not heed, then we need to...
a. Cometo God’s Son for the cleansing of our conscience through His blood
b. Cometo God'sWord for the proper understanding of what is actudly right and wrong
c. Cometo God’s Family through frequent assembling to exhort us to do what is good

Why not serve God with a pure conscience today...?
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A Faith That Is Genuine
2nd Timothy 1.5

INTRODUCTION

1. When Paul wasin prison awaiting hisimminent degth, the gpostle wrote to Timothy ...
a. Maentioning his remembrance of him in his frequent prayers-2 Ti 1:3
b. Expressng hisdedreto see him, which would fill him with joy -2 Ti 1:4

2. Paul’slove and longing was due to Timothy’ sfaith...
a. A faththa dwdt firgt in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice
b. A faith that Paul was persuaded dwelt in Timothy aso
-- A faith Paul describesas“genuing” (sincere, unfeigned) - 2 Ti 1.5

[Paul’ s statement implies that not dl faith is*genuing’. How about your faith? What kind of faith do
you have? Let’s examine the subject of faith more closdly...]

. NOT ALL FAITH ISGENUINE

A. FAITH THAT DISPLEASESGOD...

1.

6.

Thereislittle faith

a. Thatfalstotrust in God's providence - Mt 6:30

b. That isfilled with fear and doubt - Mt 8:26; 14:31

c. That dlows human reasoning to forget God' s power - Mt 16:8-9
Thereisdead faith

a. That falsto produce works - Ja 2:17,20

b. Likeadead body without a spirit - Ja 2:26

Thereisdemonic faith

a. Who bdievein God, but only to tremble - Ja 2:19

b. Who believe in Jesus, but want to be left done- Mk 1:24
Thereisunconfessing faith

a. By those who may believe, but will not confess Jesus - Jn 12:42-43

b. Such faith will not save, for confessing Christ is necessary - Ro 10:9-10; Mt 10:32-33

Thereis * environmental faith”
a. l.e, afath totaly dependent upon one' s externa environment

1) E.g., remaining faithful while under the postive influences of one's home, church, or

“Chrigian” college
2) But take that person out of such an environment, and his or her faith islost!
b. Somesgnsof an“environmentd fath”
1) Prayingin public, but not in private
2) Studying the Bible when at church, but not in private
3) A lack of personal closeness and dependence upon God and Jesus Christ
Thereis “blind faith” (credulity)

a. credulity - “readiness or willingness to believe epecidly on dight or uncertain evidence’
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- Merriam-Webster Dictionary
b. Many have this misconception of faith
1) That faith isbdieving in something without evidence
2) Assomehave sad, “You just have to have faith”, rather than provide reasons for
such fath
C. Yet God expects usto love Him with our minds as well as our hearts- Mt 22:37

B. FAITH THAT PLEASES GOD...
1. Faith that isa strong conviction in things unseen
a. Suchisthe Biblicd definition of fath-He 11:1
b. Espeddlyin God and His promises- He 11:6
2. Faith that believes God raised Jesus from the dead
a. For such is necessary for our sdvation - Ro 10:9
b. For such isthe source of great blessngs - Jn 20:29
3. Faith that worksthrough love
a. Faththa judifiesby works, not by fath only - Ja 2:24
b. Fath that works through love, not by worksonly - Ga 5:6
4. Faith that isgenuine
a. Faththa isgncere unfeigned -2 Ti 1.5
b. Thekind of faith that is the god of God's commandments-1Ti 1.5

[Thusnot al faith saves. How can we have a saving faith that is genuine...?|

II. DEVELOPING A FAITH THAT ISGENUINE

A. THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD...
1. TheWord of God is designed to produce faith - Ro 10:17
2. Bookswere written to create and strengthen faith - Jn 20:30-31; 1 Jn 5:13
3. TheBible contains evidence to develop faith (harmony of the Scriptures, scientific
foreknowledge, fulfilled prophecy, eyewitness testimony, €tc.)
-- Arewewilling to allow the Bible to produce a faith that is genuine?

B. THROUGH THE FAMILY OF GOD...

1. Timothy had been blessed being around people of faith-2 Ti 1.5
a. Hisgrandmother Lois and mother Eunice
b. Thegood example of their faith undoubtedly cultivated his own

2. Ouwr faith is strengthened by our association with other Chrigtians
a. Whose frequent assemblies exhort us to love and good works - He 10:24-25
b. Whaose daily exhortations can ward off an evil heart of unbelief - He 3:12-13

-- Arewewilling to let fellowship with God’'sfamily nurture afaith that is genuine?

C. THROUGH WALKING WITH GOD...
1. Abrahamisthefaher of thefathful - cf. Ga 3:7,9
2. Abraham demongrated his faith by waking with and wherever God told Him - He 11:8-9
3. Abraham grew in faith as he waked with God, even to where he was willing to offer hisson
-cf.He11:17-18
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a. Hisfaith was not developed dl a once, but in stages
b. It grew ashewaked with God throughout his sojourn in life
c. Thesame could be said concerning the faith of the gpostles of Christ
-- Arewewilling to let our own walk with God develop a faith that is genuine?

CONCLUSION

1. Godiswilling to hep provide the kind of faith that pleases Him...
a. HeprovidesHisWord to create faith
b. He provides His Family to nurture faith
c. Heprovides His Companionship to strengthen faith
--  Working together to produce*®A Faith That Is Genuin€”’

2. When people think of you, what kind of faith do you have that comes to their remembrance...?
a. Doesit produce gratitude as Timothy’ sfaith did for Paul?- cf. 2 Ti 1:3-5
b. Doesit produce sadness, as Demas’ lack of faith undoubtedly did for Paul?- cf. 2 Ti 4:10

May we aways strive to develop a genuine faith that pleases God and ddlights those who know us...!
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What Kind Of Men God M akes
2nd Timothy 1.7

INTRODUCTION

1. Thereationship between Paul and Timothy was like that of afathertoason-2Ti 1:1-2
a. Whom he prayed for daily -2 Ti 1:3
b. Whomhelongedtosee-2Ti 1:4
c. Whom he remembered fondly - 2 Ti 1.5

2. Asany father would his son, Paul sought to encourage Timothy to be aman...
a. Tomake good use of the blessngs and opportunitiesgivento him-2Ti 1:6
b. To become the kind of man God intended himto be-2 Ti 1:7

[What does God intend for aman to be? What kind of man is God willing to cregte for those who
submit to His workmanship? Using Paul’swordsin 2 Ti 1:7, we note that...]

|. GOD MAKESFEARLESSMEN

A. MEN OF GOD DO NOT ALWAYSSTART OUT BOLD...
1. Peter displayed cowardice on several occasions - Mt 14:30; 26:69-75; Ga 2:11-12
2. Paul confessed fearful tendencies-1 Co 2:3

B. YET MEN OF GOD DEVELOPED BOLDNESS...
1. Thecouncil noted the boldness of Peter and John - Ac 4:13
2. Paul later confessed confidence in the face of trid - Ac 20:24; 21:13

C. HOW GOD MAKESFEARLESSMEN...
1. Asfathandloveincrease, fear decreases
a. Fearisindicative of little fath - Mt 8:26
b. Lovecastsout fear -1Jn 4:18
2. Boldness comes through prayer
a. The apostles prayed for boldness - Ac 4:29-31
b. Paul solicited prayer in his behdf for boldness - Ep 6:18-19

[As men of God grow in faith, love, and prayer, God removes the spirit of fear. Aswe return to our
text (2 Ti 1:7), we adso observe that...]

II. GOD MAKESSTRONG MEN

A. MEN OF GOD START OUT WEAK...
1. Even the gpostles had their moments of weskness - Mt 26:40-41
2. All disciples start as babesin Christ - ¢f. 1 Co 3:1
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B. YET MEN OF GOD ARE TO BE STRONG...
1. AsPaul exhorted the Corinthians- 1 Co 16:13
2. Ashe exhorted the Ephesians - Ep 6:10

C. HOW GOD MAKES STRONG MEN...
1. By providing theright kind of armor - Ep 6:10-17
2. By providing thead of His Sairit in the inner man - Ep 3:16,20
3. By providing ardationship with His Son - Jn 15:5; Ph 4:13

[Aswe grow in truth, righteousness, faith, and prayer, God's Son and His Spirit will provide what aid
we need to be strong in the service of the Lord. From our text we dso learn that...]

[11.GOD MAKESLOVING MEN

A. MEN OF GOD DO NOT ALWAYSSTART OUT LOVING...
1. The apostles were often jedlous of one another - Mt 20:24; Lk 22:24
2. James and John devel oped the reputation as “ Sons Of Thunder” - Mk 3:17; cf. Lk 9:54

B. YET MEN OF GOD DEVELOPED LOVE...
1. John, “Son of Thunder”, became the gpostle of love-1Jn 4:7,11
2. Peter would refer to Paul as “our beloved brother” - 2 Pe 3:15

C. HOW GOD MAKESLOVING MEN...
1. Bylovingus-1Jn4:10-11; cf. 1 Th 4:9-10
2. By providing Jesus as an example of love-1 Th 3:16; cf. Jn 13:34-35

[Aswe dlow oursdves to be moved by God'slove for us, we will grow in our love for others. Findly,
we see from our text that...|

IV.GOD MAKES SOUND MEN

A. WHAT IT MEANSTO HAVE A SOUND MIND...

1. The Greek word is sophronismos - “1) an admonishing or caling to soundness of mind, to
moderation and saf-control; 2) self-control, moderation” - Thayer

2. “The Greek word denotes one of sober mind; a man of prudence and discretion. The state
referred to hereisthat in which the mind iswel baanced, and under right influences; in
which it seesthingsin their just proportions and rdaions, in which it is not feverish and
excited, but when everything isin its proper place.” - Barnes

3. It depicts one who is stable and sdf-controlled in both life and doctrine

B. THISQUALITY TO BE FOUND IN MATURE CHRISTIANS...
1. Bishops (elders) must be sober (sophrone) - 1 Ti 3:2; Ti 1:8
2. Older men are to be temperate (sophrone) - Ti 2:2
3. Older women are to teach (sophronizo) younger women
a. To besober (sophronizo) - Ti 2:4
b. Tobediscreet (sophrone) - Ti 2.5
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4. Young menlike Timothy -2 Ti 1.7
C. HOW GOD MAKES SOUND MEN...
1. Through obedience to the words of His Son - cf. Mt 7:24-25

2. By setting one’'smind on the things of the Spirit (i.e., the word of God), producing the fruit
of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:5-6; Ga 5:16,22-23

CONCLUSION

1. For those willing to submit to the workmanship of God, He will cregte...
a Fearlessmen
b. Strong men
c. Lovingmen
d. Sound men
2. Such qudities are not limited to those of the male gender...

a. They arevirtuesfound in women aswell
b. Especidly when older women exemplify and teach them to the younger women

3. Wemay not gart the Chridtian life with these qudities, new Christians often have...
a. Cowardice
b. Weakness
c. Hatred
d. Ingability

But Godiswillingto “giveus’ (2 Ti 1:7) courage, strength, love, and stability. Are we willing to submit
to His workmanship in our lives...?

Note: The main pointsfor this outline was teken from a sermon by Alexander M aclaren, inhis
“Expostion Of The Scriptures’
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Do Not Be Ashamed
2nd Timothy 1:8,12

INTRODUCTION

1. Imprisoned and facing desth, Paul encouraged Timothy not to be ashamed...
a. Of thetestimony of the Lord (i.e., the gospel, doctrines) - 2 Ti 1:8
b. Of Paul himsdf asaprisoner of theLord-2 Ti 1:8
-- For Paul himself was not ashamed, nor Onesiphoruswho visited him - 2 Ti 1:12,16-18

2. Itisimportant that one not be ashamed...
a. Of the Lord and Hisgospd - cf. Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26
b. Of aufferingin Hisname- ¢f. 1 Pe 4:16
-- Haveyou ever been ashamed of Jesus? His gospel? Suffering in the name of Christ?

[1f you have ever been embarrassed about being a Chritian, et the gpostle Paul share with you the
reasons why he was not ashamed. He overcame any shame...]

. BY KNOWING THE LORD

A. HISIDENTITY...
1. “I know whom | have bdieved...” -2 Ti 1:12

a

b.

Paul had knowledge of the true person and identity of Jesus Christ
This knowledge gave Paul courage to suffer any price - cf. Ph 3:8

2. Whoisthis Jesuswe follow asthe Chrigt?

a

In the words of Isaiah - 1sa 9:6-7

1) Wonderful, Counsdor, Mighty God

2) Everlagting Father, Prince of Peace

In the words of Peter - Mt 16:16

1) TheChrigt

2) The Son of the Living God

In the words of Paul - Co 1:15-18

1) Theimage of theinvisble God, the firstborn over dl cregtion

2) By Him, through Him, and for Him were dl things created

3) Heisbeforedl things, and in Him dl things conast

4) Heisthe head of the body, the church

5) Heisthe beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in al things He may have the
preeminence!

In the words of Jesus Himsdlf - Re 1:10-11,17-18; 22:16

1) “I amthe Alphaand the Omega, the First and the Last”

2) “l am Hewho lives, and was dead, and behold, | am dive forevermore.”

3) “I have the keys of Hades and of Desath.”

4) *1 amthe Root and the Offgpring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

-- When we know our Lord’strueidentity, how can we ever be ashamed of Him?
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B. HISFAITHFULNESS...
1. “I am persuaded that He is able to keep what | have committed to Him until that Day.”
-2Ti 112

a
b.

Paul had committed his very soul to Jesus
He was confident that Jesus was able to save him on the day of Judgment

2. How fathful, dependable, isthis Jesusin Whom we trugt for sdvation?

a

b
C.
d

Heis able to aid those who are tempted - He 2:18; cf. 1 Co 10:13

. Heisable to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him - He 7:25

Heis able to transform our lowly bodies into glorious bodies - Ph 3:21

. Hewill give eternd life to those who come to Him, and nothing can snatch them out of

His Father’ s hand - Jn 10:28-29

--  When we know our Lord’sfaithfulness, how can we ever be ashamed of Him?

[ The more we know and appreciate our Lord, the lesslikdihood we would ever be ashamed of Him.
The sameistrueregarding HisWords. Again, Paul provides an example: he overcame any shame...]

. BY KNOWING THE GOSPEL

A. THE POWER OF GOD...
1. “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Chrigt, for it isthe power of God” - Ro 1:16

a
b.

Paul knew that the message he proclaimed was powerful
Even though to some it might seem foolishness- ¢f. 1 Co 1:18

2. What power is contained in the gospel of Chrigt?

a
b.
C.
d.

The power to save those who believe - Ro 1:16

The power to cause oneto be born again - 1 Pe 1:22-25

The power to work effectively in those who believe-1Th 2:13

The power to produce fruit in those who know and understand it - Co 1:6

-- When we know God’s power in the gospel, how can we ever be ashamed of it?

B. THE WISDOM OF GOD...
1. “but we preach Chrigt crucified...the wisdom of God” - 1 Co 1:23-24

a

b.

Paul knew that the gospd contained the wisdom of God
Even though it contained that which was consdered foolishness to Greeks

2. What wisdom is contained in the gospe of Chrigt?

a

b
C.
d

Wisdom beyond the ability of natural man to discern on hisown - Ro 11:33

. Wisdom hidden for ages, but now revealed to the Lord' s gpostles- 1 Co 2:6-10

Wisdom that we can now learn by reading the gpostles’ writings - Ep 3:3-5

. Indeed, dl the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, especidly for the truly abundant life
and lifeeternd - Co 2:3; cf. Jn 10:10; 1Jn 5:11-13
-- When we know God’swisdom in the gospdl, how can we ever be ashamed of it?

CONCLUSION

1. Yes, we have very good reasons not to be ashamed...
a. ThelLord we serveisagreat and marvelous Lord!
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b. HisWord we proclam isagreat and marvelous message!
-- Allit takesisfor usto bediligent in our study of such things-2Ti 2:15

2. Here are two more good reasons we should not be ashamed...
a. Jesusisnot ashamed to cdl usbrethren-He 2:11
b. God isnot ashamed to be caled our God - He 11:16
-- If They arenot ashamed of us, how can we be ashamed of Them and Their Word?

Findly, our greatest concern should be whether we will be ashamed when the Lord returns:

“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at Hiscoming.” - 1 Jn 2:28

Are we abiding in Jesus by obedience to HisWord...?-1 Jn 2:3-6; cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ga 3:26-27
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Death, Life, And Immortality
2nd Timothy 1:10

INTRODUCTION

1. InPaul’slagt epistle, written shortly before his death, Timothy is encouraged to remain steadfast and
not be ashamed of the gospd -2 Ti 1:8-12

2. Inhiswords are things that have been of interest throughout the history of mankind...
a. Desh, life, and immortdity
b. Upon which the appearing of Jesus Christ has made great impact - 2 Ti 1:10

[What the coming of Jesus has done in regards to degth, life, and immortdity should be of interest to all
who have ever contemplated them. Let’s examine what Christ has indeed done, beginning with death...]

. JESUSCHRIST HASABOLISHED DEATH

A. WHICH KIND OF DEATH HASJESUS ABOLISHED...?
1. Thereisphysical death
a.  Which occurs when the spirit and body are separated - cf. Ja 2:26
b. Which began when Adam and Eve lost accessto thetree of life - Gen 3:22-24
2. Thereisspiritual death
a.  Which occurs when the spirit and God are separated - cf. 1sa 59:1-2
b. Which happens because of sn - Ro 6:23

B. JESUSHASABOLISHED SPIRITUAL DEATH...

1. Through His death on the crossl - Ro 5:6-10
a. Providing judtification (freedom from guilt)
b. Providing reconciliation (bringing us back to God)

2. When one accepts the gift of Christ’s death, spiritud death isabolished! - 2 Co 5:18-6:2
a. Thegospd isaminigtry of reconciliation
b. Godwasin Chrigt seeking to reconcile man back to Him
c. To bereconciled, we must receive the grace of God

C. JESUSWILL ABOLISH PHYSICAL DEATH...

1. Agan, through His death on the cross- He 2:14-15
a. Through death He overcame the one who the power of desath
b. Through death He released us from the bondage of death
c. Thus Chrisgtians need not fear death - eg., Ph 1:19-23

2. Butdsothrough Hisresurrection - Ac 2:23-24; 1 Co 15:20-26
a. God loosed the “pains of death” to raise up Jesus; but Chrigt is only the beginning
b. When He comes again, He will totally abolish death! - cf. 1 Co 15:50-58

[Spiritual death is abolished when one turnsto the Lord. Physical death will be abolished when the
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Lord returns and raises the dead. This leads naturdly to our next point for consideration...]

1. JESUS CHRIST HASBROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT

A. IS“LIFE AND IMMORTALITY” AHENDIADYS...?
1. Définition of *hendiadys (No, not some cross between a chicken and insect <g>)

a. Litedly, “one through two”

b. “the expression of anideaby the use of usualy two independent words connected by
and (as nice and warm) ingtead of the usual combination of independent word and its
modifier (asnicely warm)” - Merriam-Webster

2. If 0, then “life and immortdity” means“immortd life’
3. Noway to be sure, sowe'll look at both nouns separately

B. JESUSHASBROUGHT LIFETO LIGHT...
1. Thispertainsto the “eternd life’ or “abundant life’, not smply exisence - Jn 10:10
2. Jesushas shed light on eternd life as a present possession
a. Therdationship one can have with the Father and the Son - Jn 17:1-3
b. A qudity of life that one can enjoy evenin thislife-1Jn 5:11-13,20
3. Jesus has shed light on eternd life as a future hope
a. A promise of an existence we have yet to receive- Ti 1:2
b. A gift to receive a the end, following the Judgment - Ro 6:22-23; Mt 25:46

C. JESUSHASBROUGHT IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT...
1. Theword immortdity (aphthar sia) means “incorruption, perpetuity” - Thayer
2. The Scriptures use the word (or its adjective, aphthartos) to describe:
a God-R01:23 1Ti1.17
b. TheWord of God - 1 Pe 1:23
c. Our inheritancein heaven - 1 Pe 1:4
d. A meek and quiet spirit, metaphorically spoken of asincorruptible gpparel - 1 Pe 3:4
3. Itisasoused to describethe resurrected body of the righteous - 1 Co 15:50-54
a. Pagan philosophers frequently applied it to soul, but never to the body
b. Thisisa‘mydery’ the gospd bringsto ‘light’, that one day our soulswill be given
incorruptible bodies (i.e,, put on immortdity)
c. Thiswill occur at the resurrection, when Jesus completely abolishes desth!

CONCLUSION

1. Thetruth about degth, life, and immortality has been brought to light through the gospel - 2 Ti 1:10

2. Jesuswanted this‘gospd’ (good news) proclaimed to every one - cf. Mk 16:15
a.  That dl might benefit from the blessngs available through His death, resurrection and return!
b. A new lifein Christ now, no longer experiencing spiritua deeth
c. A grong hopein thelife to come, overcoming physicd deeth through immorta bodies

Have you responded to the gospd of Christ in order to receive these benefits both present and future...?
- cf. Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; R0 6:3-8
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Our Duty To Apostolic Teaching
2nd Timothy 1:13-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Knowing that his desth was imminent, Paul charged Timothy regarding his duties as an evangdi<t...
a. To dir up the gift of God givenhim-2 Ti 1.6
b. To not be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, or of those who suffer for Him -2 Ti 1.8
c. Tohold fast to that which he has heard, and to keep that committed to him - 2 Ti 1:13-14

2. ltisthechargein verses 13-14 that | wish to focus our attention in this study...
a. For it describes the duty that we have today regarding that taught by the apostles of Christ
b. Whether evangdids or not, the duty remains the same for dl Chrigtians

[For like Timothy, al Chrigtians have been the beneficiaries of that reveded by the apostles; with the
blessngs we have received come the responsibilities aswell. For example, congder our duty to...]

|. THE WORDSTAUGHT BY THE APOSTLES

A. WEMUST HOLD THEM FAST...
1. Thewords of the apostles are “sound words” - cf. 1 Ti 1:10; 6:3; Ti 2:1
a. hugiaino - “to have sound hedlth, that is, be well (in body); figuratively to be uncorrupt
(truein doctrine): - be in hedlth, (be safe and) sound, (be) whole (-some). - Strong
b. They are“sound” because:
1) They arethewordsof God-1Th 2:13
2) They are the commandments of the Lord - 1 Co 14:37
2. Weareto hold them fast
a. By continuing inthem -2 Ti 3:14; cf. Ac 2:42
1) Thiswas Paul’s charge to Timothy as an evangdist
2) Thisiswha characterized the early church from the beginning
3) Thisimpliestha we are “doers’ of the word, and not “hearers only” - Ja 1:21-25
b. By contending for them - Ju 3
1) “Thefath” (i.e, that which we are to believe) has been ddivered “once for al”
2) We need not look for latter day revelation
a) For God has given us“all thingsthat pertain to life and godliness’ -2 Pe 1.3
b) The Scriptures are sufficient to make the man of God “complete, thoroughly
complete for every good work” -2 Ti 3:16-17
3) Our duty isto “contend earnestly” for the faith
-- Areyou “holding fast” the teaching of the apostles by both continuing in them and
contending for them?

B. WE MUST DO SO IN FAITH AND LOVE...
1. What others have said this means.
a  “Hold these truths with sncere faith in the Lord Jesus, and with that love which isthe
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best evidence of attachment to him.”- Bar nes
b. “inthe exercise of faith, and from a principle of love” - Gill
Thuswe mug believe in that which we are holding fast
a. Inwhat we are holding fast (i.e., the doctrine)
b. Inwhomwe are holding fast (i.e,, the Person)
Thus we must possess the spirit of love while holding fast
a. Lovefor God and HisWord
b. Lovefor man (including those with whom we differ) - cf. Ep 4:15; 2 Ti 2:24-26
In holding fast to the apostolic doctrine, are you doing so with sincerefaith in Jesus
and love for both God and man?

[Such is our duty to those things taught by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. So important isthis
duty that Paul reiteratesthe ideaiin dightly different words...]

II. THE GOOD THING COMMITTED TO US

A. WE MUST SAFELY GUARDIIT...

1.

Note firgt the committal process of the gospe

a. The gospe was committed to the apostles- 1 Ti 1:11

b. They inturn committed it to men like Timothy - 1 Ti 6:20

c. Whoin turn were to commit it to faithful men who teach others- 2 Ti 2:2

Those who have received it must “keep” or “guard” it

a. phulasso- “denotes (@) ‘to guard, watch, keep watch,’ (b) ‘to keep by way of
protection,” (c) metaphorically, ‘to keep alaw, precept,”” - Vine

b. ThisisPaul'schargeto Timothy -2 Ti 1:14

c. Thisisthe charge of dl who have received the gospd

Areyou safely guarding what has been committed to you, by virtue of your own

acceptance of the gospel?

B. WEMUST DO SO BY THEHOLY SPIRIT...

1.

What others have said this means:

a “Bythead of the Holy Spirit. One of the best methods of preserving the knowledge
and the love of truth is to cherish the influences of the Holy Spirit.” - Barnes

b. “Keepit by the help of the Holy Spirit.” - B. W. Johnson

Review what the gpostles themsdves teach us about the Holy Spirit and the Chrigtian:

a. TheHoly Spirit dwellsin the Chrigian - 1 Co 3:16; 6:19

b. By the Spirit God strengthens the inner man - Ep 3:16,20

C. The Spirit produces wonderful fruit in those led by Him - Ga 5:16-23

d. A means by which He does thisis through the very Word we are to guard - Ep 6:17

Thus we must equip ourselves with the Word of God

a Recdvingit, asit “effectivdy works’ in those who bdieveit -1 Th 2:13

b. Doingit, asit blesses those who are “doers’ and not “hearersonly” - Ja 1:25

Arewe letting the Spirit’s Sword equip usthat we may in turn guard it safely?

CONCLUSION
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1. “Our Duty To Apostalic Teaching” isvery clear...
a  Wemug hold fast the pattern of soundswords, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus
b. We mus keep (guard) that which has been committed to us, by the Holy Spirit in us

2. Itisnot enough to smply know the words given to us by the gpostles...
a.  Wemug continue in them and contend for them, in both faith and love
b. Wemus safely guard them, with the aid of the Holy Spirit

The fact that we are Chrigtians today is evidence of previous generations being true to this charge; will
the same be said of us? Will later generations be grateful that we were faithful in keeping “ Our Duty
To Apostolic Teaching”...?
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Strong In The Grace Of Christ
2nd Timothy 2:1

INTRODUCTION

1. Thedanger of apostasy isvery red, as evident from Paul’ s second epistle to Timothy...
a. Thosein Asahad forsaken Paul, including Phygellus and Hermogenes-2 Ti 1:15
b. Some had strayed from the truth, in particular Hymenaeus and Philetus- 2 Ti 2:16-18

2. Theposshility of gpostasy explains Paul’ s admonitions to Timothy...
a. Such asthose found in the first chapter - cf. 2 Ti 1:13-14
b. Such asthat found at the beginning of the second chapter -2 Ti 2:1

3. Toavoid apostasy ourselves, we too must “be strong in the grace that isin Christ Jesus’...
a. Butwha graceistherein Chrigt?
b. And how can we be strong in this grace?

[These are questions we shdl answer inthisstudy. Firdt, let’ sreview...]

|. THE GRACE THAT ISIN CHRIST

A.

FREEDOM FROM THE GUILT OF SIN...

1
2.

In Chrigt thereis no condemnation for sn-Ro 8:1

For we have forgiveness of sins, redemption through Hisblood - Ep 1:7
Wearetherefore“justified” (declared “not guilty”) by His grace through the
redemption in Christ Jesus! - cf. Ro 3:24

VICTORY OVER THE POWER OF SIN...

1
2.

Jesus offers to free us from the dominion of sn - Jn 8:31-36

He does this by giving us His Spirit - Jn 7:37-39; cf. Ro 8:2,12-13

Wearetherefore” strengthened” by God through His Spirit in the inner man - cf.
Ep 3:16

ABILITY FOR FRUITFUL SERVICE...

Jesus reveded that we cannot bear fruit apart from Him - Jn 15:4-5

By His grace we are enabled to be a functioning member of His body - Ro 12:6

We can have an abundance for every good work - 2 Co 9:8
Wearetherefore“enabled” by God for service as stewards of Hisgrace - cf. 1 Pe
4:10-11

HOPE FOR A GLORIOUSFUTURE...

1.
2.

Jesus has given us “good hope’ by Hisgrace-2Th 2:16
By His grace we become heirs of eternd life-Ti 3.7
We aretherefore” positioned” to betherecipients of even more graceto come!
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-cf.1Pel:13; Ep 2.7

[Thisreview certainly does not exhaust the benefits of His grace, but hopefully will encourage us to heed
Paul’ s admonition to be strong in the grace of Christ. Now for some thoughts on...]

II. BEING STRONG IN HISGRACE

A. THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO HISWORD...

1.

Initidly, by obeying the gospd of Chrit through:

a. Fath and confession, through which comes righteousness and sdvation - Ro 10:9-10

b. Repentance and baptism, through which comes forgiveness of sns and the gift of the
Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38

Continudly, as the promise of His abiding presenceis contingent on:

a Keeping HisWord - Jn 14:21,23

b. Obsarving His commandments - Mt 28:20

c. Avoiding lukewarmness of service - Re 3:15-19

Thegrace of Christ comesto thosewho are”doers’ of the Word, and not “hearers

only” - cf. Ja 1:22-25

B. THROUGH FERVENCY OF PRAYER...

1.

Prayer is the conduit through which we recaive wonderful blessngsin Chrigt:

a. Forgivenessof snswhenwesn-Ac8:22; 1Jn 1.9

b. Srength from God by His Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

c. Peace that surpasses understanding and overcomes anxiety - Ph 4:6-7

Thus the many admonitionsto be diligent in prayer, such as.

a. “continue earnedtly in prayer” - Co 4:2

b. “pray without ceesng” -1 Th 5:17

C. “be serious and watchful in your prayers’ - 1 Pe 4.7

The grace of Christ comesto those who come boldly to thethrone of grace - cf. He
4:14-16

C. THROUGH INTERACTION WITH BRETHREN...

1.

Fdlowship with other Chridiansis very important:

a. ltwasamark of the early church - Ac 2:42

b. Chrigtians are to be interdependent on one another - 1 Co 12:12-14,17-22

Thus the admonitions related to encouraging one another:

a. Through daly exhortation, to avoid unbdlief - He 3:12-14

b. Through frequent assembling, to stir up love and good works - He 10: 24-25

The grace of Christ comesto those belonging to a body in which each part doesits
share- cf. Ep 4:15-16

CONCLUSION

1. Brethren, wonderful isthe grace of Christ! Y et Christians were cautioned...
a. Not to recelve the grace of God invain-2 Co 6:1-2
b. To becareful lest anyonefal short of the grace of God - He 12:15
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2. To ensure that we benefit from the riches of grace in Chrigt, then let us be strong in grace...
a. Through obedience to HisWord

b. Through fervency of prayer
c. Through interaction with brethren

Areyou diligent in your effortsto be strong in the grace of Chrigt Jesus...?

Sermons From Second Timothy



Mark A. Copeland

What Kind Of Men God Needs
2nd Timothy 2:2

INTRODUCTION

1. Ealierin 2nd Timothy, we saw “What Kind Of Men God Makes’ (2 Ti 1:7)...

a

b.
C.
d.

Fearless men
Strong men
Loving men
Sound men

2. In2Ti 2:2, wenow find Paul giving acharge to Timothy...

a
b.

To teach others what Paul had taught him
Who in turn would be able to teach others

3. Inthischarge welearn how the Lord's church was to propagate itsdlf...

a
b.

Those who are taught teaching others
A continuous cycle of learning and teaching

[A very effective and quite adequate method, but it works only when the right kind of men areto be
found. From our text (2 Ti 2:2) , consder “What Kind Of Men God Needs’; eg., He needs...]

|. GOD NEEDSFAITHFUL MEN

A.

FAITHFUL TO THE LORD...

1. Just asthe Lord Himsdf wasfaithful, aswas Moses- He 3:2
2. Just as Paul himsdf was counted faithful - 1 Ti 1:12

-- Menwhom the Lord can trust, depend

FAITHFUL TO THE WORD...

1. Hoalding fast the pattern of sound words, in love and faith-2 Ti 1:13
2. Continuing in the thingsone haslearned -2 Ti 3:14

--  Men who preach the truth of God, and practice what they preach

FAITHFUL TO THE CHURCH...

1. Their own brothers and Ssters among whom they will serve the Lord on their behalf
2. Seaving ther brethren like Epaphras did the church a Colosse- Co 1.7

-- Men whom thelocal church can trust, depend

[In other words, men “...who not only have received the grace of God, and are true believersin Chrigt,
but are men of great uprightness and integrity; who having the word of God, will soesk it out boldly, and
fathfully, and keep back nothing that is profitable, but declare the whole counsdl of God, without any
mixture or adulteration; for the Gospd being committed to their trust, they would become stewards, and
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of such it isrequired that they be faithful; and therefore thisis mentioned as a necessary and requisite
qudification in them...” (Gill). From our text we note that God also needs...]

II. GOD NEEDSTEACHABLE MEN

A.

WILLING TO BE TAUGHT BY OTHERS...

1. Unless men are willing to be taught, God’'s method won't work!

2. Timothy himsdf provides agood example:
a. Willing firg to be taught by his mother and grandmother - cf. 2 Ti 1.5; 3:14-15
b.  Willing to go with Paul and be taught by him - cf. Ac 16:1-3

--  Men who willing to be studentsfir«, then teachers

WILLING TO BE TAUGHT BY THEMSELVES...

1. Sdf-study isan important part of preparing to teach - cf. 2 Ti 2:15; 1 Ti 4:13,15-16
2. Asilludrated by Ezrathe priest - Ezr 7:10

-- Men who do not wait for othersto teach them, but study on their own!

[In other words, men who take advantage of every opportunity to learn; whether it be at the feet of
someone else, or in the privacy of their own study. They love the truth that much!  Then notice that God
needs...]

I11.GOD NEEDSTEACHING MEN

A.

WILLING TO TEACH OTHER MEN...
1. Unless men are willing to teach others, God’'s method won't work!
2. Again, Timothy provides a good example:
a. What helearned from Paul, he was willing to tdl others- cf. 1 Co 4:17
b. Paul could depend upon him to teach others - cf. 1 Ti 1:3
3. Teaching others makes one afathful miniger of Chrigt -1 Ti 4.6
-- Men who do not keep thetruth they love to themselves, but shareit with others!

. WILLING TO TEACH ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITIES...

1. Not everyone serves as ateacher inaforma sense- cf. 1 Co12:29; Ja 3:1; Ep 4:11
2. But everyone should be able to teach others something - cf. He 5:12

a. Men have different abilities- cf. 1 Pe 4:10-11; Ro 12:3-8

b. Even those who serve with their hands can teach others how to do so
--  Men who teach whatever skillsand abilitiesthey may have!

CONCLUSION

1. For the gospe to spread and the Lord’ s church to grow, God needs the right kind of men...

a

b.

C.

Men who are faithful

Men who are teachable

Men who will teach

|.e., men willing to serve the Lord!
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2. Thisneedisnot limited to those of the mae gender, the Lord also needs...
a.  Older women who are willing to teach younger women - cf. Ti 2:3
b. Youngwomen who are willing to learn from them - cf. Ti 2:4-5
-- |.e, women willing to servethe Lord!

In whatever way that is keeping with our abilities and God' s will, everyone should be both student and
teacher. Remember the words of the Psalmist...

“ A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the next
generation, They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will
be born, That He hasdone this.” - Psa 22:30-31

“Now also when | am old and gray headed, O God, do not forsake me, Until |
declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to everyone who isto
come.” - Psa 71:18

“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come
the praises of the Lord, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has
done. For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed alaw in | srael,
Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their
children; That the generation to come might know them, The children who
would be born, That they may arise and declare them to their children,”

- Psa 78:4-6

“One generation shall praise Your worksto another, And shall declare Your
mighty acts.” - Psa 145:4

If everyone was a student and teacher like yoursdlf, would the Lord' s church be in existence in the next
generation...?
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Soldiers Of Jesus Christ
2nd Timothy 2:3-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Our serviceto Jesus Chrigt is often compared to different occupations...
a. Suchasanahlete-1C09:24-27; 2Ti 4.7-8
b. Suchasalaborersinthe harvest - Lk 10:2

2. Inourtext (2 Ti 2:3-4), our service isto compared to that of a soldier...
a. Inwhich oneisto be “agood soldier”
b. Seeking to please him who enlisted us as“ soldiers’

[That we may be sure to understand the service Jesus desires of us, let’ s review the characteristics of a
soldier in the army of Chrigt...]

|. THE NATURE OF OUR ENLISTMENT

A. WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN...
1. AspertheKJV (“chosen’) -2Ti 2.4
2. The Greek isstratologeo, “to gather (or select) asawarior, that is, enlist in the army;
choose to be a soldier.” - Strong

B. NOT AN INVOLUNTARY DRAFT...
1. Weare“enlisted” (NKJV, NASB, ESV) -2Ti 2:4
2. We were chosen as we responded in faith to the call of thegospd - ¢f. 2 Th 2:13-14

[Thearmy of Chrigtisan “dl voluntary” army. We were not drafted against our will, and our attitude
should reflect our willingnessto do our part. Note dso...]

II. THE NATURE OF OUR SERVICE

A. ITISAN'ACTIVE SERVICE...
1. le,full duty, likethosein active military service-2 Ti 2:4
2. Therefore oneis not to be entangled “in the affairs of everyday life’ -2 Ti 2:4
3. One must be willing to endure hardship-2 Ti 2:3
a. Thisaffects our rdations with our physca families
1) Chrigt mugt comefirgt - cf. Mt 10:37
2) EvenasHe put His Father in heaven fird - cf. Mt 12:46-50
b. Thisaffectsour attitudes toward our secular jobs
1) Thetrue purpose of work - Ac 20:34-35; Ep 4:28
2) For we cannot serve both God and mammon - Mt 6:24

B. NOT ‘RESERVE’ DUTY. ...
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1. Wherewe serve only on limited occasons
2. Where one might not take their responsibilities serioudy

[All the soldiersin the army of Christ are on “active duty”, though some might be on the front line and
other supporting them at the base. Now consider...]

[1.THE NATURE OF OUR WARFARE

A. OUR ENEMIES...
1. Spiritud forces of wickedness - Ep 6:10-13
2. Physcd lusts which wage war againg thesoul - 1 Pe 2:11
3. The unrighteousness and ungodliness of men - Ro 1:18-32
a. Of those who do not recognize God
b. Of those who are given over to vile passons

B. OUR OBJECTIVES...
1. To produce the fruit of the Spirit in our own lives - Ga 5:16-23
2. To bring every thought into submission to Chrigt - cf. 2 Co 10:5
3. To hdp those ensnared of the devil to escape - cf. 2 Ti 2:26

[ The oppogition is mighty, the objectiveis noble. With what wegpons do we wage such warfare...?]

V. THE NATURE OF OUR WEAPONS

A. THEY ARE NOT CARNAL...
1. For our warfareisnot carnal - 2 Co 10:3-4; Jn 18:36
2. Thuswe do not use the sword or other such weaponsto fight - cf. Mt 26:52
3. Nor are weto use works of the flesh (e.g., anger, wrath) - 2 Co 10:1-3; cf. Ga 5:19-21

B. THEY AREMIGHTY IN GOD...

1. Attitudes consstent with the meekness and gentleness of Chrigt - c¢f. 2 Co 10:1
a. Such asthefruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23
b. Needed when we seek to help those overtaken in afault - Ga 6:1
c. Necessary to correct those who arein oppostion - 2 Ti 2:24-26

2. Theamor of God, including truth, faith and hope - Ep 6:10-17
a. TheWord of God is a powerful sword of the Spirit - Ep 6:17; He 4:12
b. Fathisapowerful shdd againg the devil - Ep 6:16
c. Hopelikewise servesasahemet - Ep 6:17

CONCLUSION

1. Inthearmy of Chrigt, we seek to save oursdves and those with whom we fight
2. ltisanoble objective, one that requires anoble service as* Soldiers Of Jesus Christ”

Are you therefore willing to endure hardship, and thus please Him who enlisted you as a soldier...?
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Three Pictures Of Faithful Service
2nd Timothy 2:3-7

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul sought to encourage Timothy in hiswork as an evangdi<...
a. Hemade dlusionsto three secular occupations:. soldier, athlete, farmer - cf. 2 Ti 2:3-7
b. Herewefind“ Three Pictures Of Faithful Service”

2. Thelessonsto be gleaned from these “pictures’ is not limited to evangdligs...
a. All who serve the Lord should learn from the soldier, athlete, and farmer
b. No matter what our function as members of the body of Christ
[With that in mind, let’slook closer a the first “picture’ in which we are reminded of...]

|. THE DEDICATION OF A SOLDIER

A. LONGSUFFERING...
1. “..must endure hardship as agood soldier of Jesus Christ” -2 Ti 2:3
2. Soldiers often endure great hardship in their service for their country
3. Should Chridtians be any less willing to suffer hardship?
a. For thegospd of Chrigt?-cf. 2 Ti 1:8
b. For the kingdom of God? - cf. Mt 5:10-12

B. FOCUSED...
1. “No oneengaged in warfare entangles himsdf with the affairs of thislife’ -2 Ti 2:4
2. Soldiers must concentrate on the task at hand to survive
3. Chrigtians need to be careful lessthey be digtracted by the world
a. Or they will bear no fruit to maturity - cf. Lk 8:14
b. Or they will drown themselves in destruction and perdition - cf. 1 Ti 6:9-12

C. DEVOTED...
1. “..that he may please him who enliged him asa soldier.” -2 Ti 2:4
2. Soldiers desrre to please their commanders
3. Should not Chrigtians desire to please their Great Commander?
a.  Note Paul’s attitude concerning himself - 2 Co 5:9
b. Note Paul’s prayer concerning the Colossans- Co 1:10

[The next time you see a soldier who serves his or her country with honor, ask yoursdlf: “Do | serve my
Lord and His kingdom with the same dedication?’ Another picture that illustrates faithful serviceis...]

II. THE DISCIPLINE OF AN ATHLETE

A. OBEDIENT...

Sermons From Second Timothy 28



Mark A. Copeland

=

“...he competes according to therules.” -2 Ti 2.5

Athletes understand the need to abide by the rulesif they desire to win

3. Are Chrigians under any less obligation to abide by the rules?

a. Jesuscdls upon to observe what He taught - Mt 28:20; cf. Lk 6:46

b. We must doers of the Word, and not hearersonly - Ja 1:22; cf. Mt 7:21-27

N

B. SELF-CONTROLLED..
1. Note another comparison by Paul regarding athletics- 1 Co 9:24-27
2. Athletes know that ultimate victory requires greet sdf-control
3. Should Chrigtians exercise sdf-control any less?
a. Wedrive for an imperishable crown -1 Co 9:25; cf. 1 Pe 1:4
b. If weare“disqudified”, what then?-1 Co 9:27; cf. 2 Co 13:5

[As you watch athletes competing in the different sports, let their example of sdf-discipline chalenge
you in your own serviceto the Lord. Findly, consder athird picture of fathful service...]

I1I.THE DILIGENCE OF A FARMER

A. HARDWORKING...
1. “The hardworking farmer...” -2 Ti 2:6
2. Farmingiscertainly no easy task
3. Should Chrigtians labor any lessin the vineyard of the Lord?
a Theharvest isplentiful, and laborers are needed - cf. Mt 9:37-38; 20:1
b. Thefruit that we gather relates to eternd life (souls are a stake!) - cf. Jn 4:36

B. MOTIVATED...
1. “..first to partake of the crops-2Ti 2:6
2. Itisthe hardworking farmers who enjoy the benefit of their laborsfirst
3. Do Chrigians not have good motivation to labor diligently?
a. Therlaborisnotinvan-1 Co 15:58
b. Ther hopeiseternd life, and the crown of righteousness- Ro 6:22-23; 2 Ti 4:8

CONCLUSION

1. Fromthese*“ Three Pictures Of Faithful Service’, we glean that Christians should be...
a. Dedicated like soldiers
b. Disiplined like athletes
c. Diligent likefarmers

2. Arewewilling to learn from these three “pictures’...?
a.  Willing to suffer in our efforts to please the Lord?
b. Willing to discipline oursdves to receive an imperishable crown?
c.  Willing to work diligently that we might benefit from the fruit of our |abors?

As Paul indructed Timothy: “Condder what | say, and may the Lord give you understanding in dl
things..” - 2Ti 2.7
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Remember The Resurrection Of Jesus
2nd Timothy 2:8

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul continued to encourage Timothy, he reminded him of Jesus...

a
b.

Who had been born of the seed of David

Who was raised from the dead according to his gospel

l.e., in the midst of hardship remember that Jesus Himsalf suffered much, yet
over came through Hisgloriousresurrection from thedead - 2 Ti 2:8; cf. He 12:2-3

2. Thefact of Jesus resurrection is very important to the Christian...

a
b.

Certainly asingpiration to persevere in the midst of hardship
But there are other reasons why we should “remember” and never stop believing in it

[While we may not suffer hardship like Paul or Timathy, it isimperative that Chritians“ Remember
The Resurrection Of Jesus’. For reasons why, consder first someimplications...]

. TFIESUSWASNOT RAISED FROM THE DEAD

A.

PREACHING THE GOSPEL WOULD BE IN VAIN...
1. The preaching of the gpostles would have been empty, meaningless- 1 Co 15:14
2. There would be no purpose in preaching about alie today

OUR FAITH WOULD BE VAIN...
1. Our bdief in Chrigt would dso be empty, meaningless- 1 Co 15:14
2. For our fathwould bein alie

THE APOSTLE WERE FALSE WITNESSES...

1. Animplication admitted to by Paul - 1 Co 15:15

2. For they swore that God raised Jesus from the dead - eg., Ac 2:32

3. They clamed to spend 40 days with Him after the resurrection, eating and drinking with
Him - cf. Ac 10:39-41

4. Thereisno way they could have been deceived or mistaken; either they told the truth or
they were ddliberate liars, decelvers, and frauds!

WE ARE STILL IN OUR SINS...

1. Our fath would be futile and we would gill be snners-1 Co 15:17

2. For it would have been aliar or lunatic that died on the cross

3. And no such person could have provided a sacrifice that was holy and without blemish

BELIEVERSWHO HAVE SINCE DIED HAVE PERISHED...
1. Thosewho had died bdieving in Christ - 1 Co 15:18
2. Ther fath would have been in afdse Messiah
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3. They would have had no atonement for their Sns
4. Dyingintheir ns, there would be no hope

F. CHRISTIANSARE TOBEPITIED...
1. If their hopein Chrig rdates only to thislife- cf. 1 Co 15:19
2. Becausewebdievein afdse Messah
3. Because our faith in Him leads usto refrain from much worldly pleasure
4. Because we are often ridiculed or persecuted for our faith

[Such are the implications if Jesus did not rise from the dead. Now let’ sreview the implications of
Jesus' resurrection which should encourage us to dways “remember” it...]

II. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUSFROM THE DEAD

A. VERIFIESOUR JUSTIFICATION...
1. Note Paul’s mention of this consequence of the resurrection - Ro 4:24-25
2. Jesus clamed His blood would be adequate for the remission of our Sn- Mt 26:28
3. By raisng Jesus from the dead, God demonstrated His acceptance of Jesus as a sacrifice
for our and - cf. Ro 8:33-34

B. DEMONSTRATESGOD’SPOWER TOWARD US...
1. The greatness of which Paul wanted Christiansto know - cf. Ep 1:18-20
2. Power involved in our conversgon, rasing usto anew life- Co 2:11-12; 1 Pe 3:21
2. Power avalableto live the Chridtian life, for God isat work in us - Ph 2:12-13; 4:13;
Ep 3:20; 6:10

C. PROVIDESHOPE CONCERNING OUR OWN RESURRECTION...
1. Hisresurrection givesusaliving hope! -1 Pe 1:3,21
2. Especidly concerning the resurrection of believerd - cf. 1 Th 4:13-14

D. DEMANDSOUR COMPLETE LOYALTY TO JESUS...
1. Hedied and rose again that He might Lord of the dead and living - Ro 14:9
2. Hewasraised and then exated to become our Lord - Ac 2:32-36; Ep 1:20-23
3. Thusour livesand service belong to Him - Ro 14:7-8; 2 Co 5:15

CONCLUSION

1. The Chrigian must never lose sight of the significance of the resurrection of Jesus...
a. Itisthefoundation upon which our faith and hopeis based
b. Deny the resurrection of Jesus, and we are no longer Christians

2. Theredity of the resurrection of Jesusis very important to the minister of the gospd...
a. No onecan deny Jesus resurrection and claim to be aminister of Christ
b. Those suffering hardship can take comfort knowing that Jesus aso suffered and rose again

Will we be sureto “ Remember The Resurrection Of Jesus’, and live our lives accordingly...?
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A Faithful Saying
2nd Timothy 2:11-13

INTRODUCTION

1.

Paul makes mention of the phrase “ faithful saying” severd times...

Regarding Jesus coming to savesinners- 1 Ti 1:15

Regarding the desireto serve asabishop- 1 Ti 3.1

Regarding the value of godly exercise- 1 Ti 4.8-9

Regarding our salvation by God' s grace- Ti 3:4-8a

And aso the passage that serves as our text today -2 Ti 2:11-13

-- The Greek is“faithful isthe saying” (JFB), and identifiesthat which is “worthy of
entire credence and profound attention” (Barnes)

o0 P oo

The“fathful saying” we examine today may have been from an early hymn...

a. “Thesymmetricd form of ‘the saying,” and the rhythmicd baance of the pardld dauses, makes
it likely, they formed part of a Church hymn or accepted formula...” - JFB

b. “..perhapsfirg uttered by some of the Christian ‘prophets in the public assembly (1 Co
14:26).” - ibid.

-- Asmany think other passages may have been - cf. 1 Ti 3:16; Ep 5:14 (RWP)

Paul’ s purpose was to encourage Timothy to endure hardship for Chridt...

a. Asmentioned near the beginning of this chapter - 2 Ti 2:3

b. AsPaul himsef had done and would continueto do- 2 Ti 2:8-10

--  This“faithful saying” should encourage usto endure hardship aswell

[This“ faithful saying” reveds much about our life with Chrigt, as we note that the first ‘verse' reates
to...]

THE BEGINNING OF LIFEWITH CHRIST

A. “FORIFWE DIED WITH HIM...
1. Anadluson to baptism, in which we are crucified with Christ - Ro 6:3-8
2. It was not uncommon to spesk of having died with Christ - Co 2:20; 3:3; Ga 2:20
-- Haveyou died with Christ (i.e., been baptized)...? - Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38

B. “WE SHALL ALSO LIVEWITH HIM...”
1. Welivewith Chrigt now, in newness of life- Ro 6:4; Co 2:12-13
2. Wedhdl dso livewith Him in the age to come, in glory - Co 3:4
- Yet living with Christ both now and then is contingent on having died with Him...!

[If you have sarted this new life by dying with Christ, you have every reason to do what is necessary to
maintain such life. The second ‘verse' tells of the need for endurance in suffering as...]
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[I. THE GUARANTEE OF LIFE WITH CHRIST

A. “IF WE ENDURE...”
1. Our lifein Chrig often involves hardship - Jn 15:20; Ac 14:22; 2 Ti 3:12
2. Thusthe need for endurance and perseverance - He 10:36; Mt 10:22
-- Areyou willing to endur e hardship to receivethe promises..? - He 6:11-12

B. “WE SHALL ALSO REIGNWITH HIM...”
1. A wonderful promise made by Chrig Himsdlf - Re 3:21; cf. 1.5
2. A regnwith Chrig thet...
a. Beginsinprincpleinthislife- Ep 2:4-7
a. Continuesin practice in the intermediate state - Re 2:26-27; 20:4,6
b. Culminaesinglory inthe eternd date - Re 22:5
-- Participation in thisreign depends on willingnessto suffer with Him...! - Ro 8:17

[Implied in being willing to endure in order to reign with Chrigt is the possibility of not enduring to the
end. What then? Thethird ‘verse’ refersto very red danger of...]

1. THE TERMINATION OF LIFE WITH CHRIST

A. “IF WE DENY HIM.."
1. Refuseto confess Him, or being ashamed of Him - Mt 10:32-33; cf. Lk 9:26
2. A very red posshbility, even by those redeemed (bought) by the Lord -2 Pe 2:1; Ju 1:4
-- Denyingthe Lord placeson€ slifewith Christ and His Father in a very precarious
position! - 1.Jn 2:22-23

B. “HEWILL ALSO DENY US..”
1. Hewill deny us before His Father in heaven - Mt 10:33
2. Hewill deny usbeforethe angelsof God - Lk 12:9
-- Thisdenial isindicative of the terrible judgment that awaits those who having
known the Lord choose to ultimately rgect Him - cf. He 10:26-31

[Of course, Peter’s own denid and subsequent forgiveness reminds us that while there islifethere is
hope. And so the fourth ‘verse providesahint of...]

IV.THE RESTORATION OF LIFE WITH CHRIST

A. “IFWE ARE FAITHLESS..
1. Itispossbleto develop an evil heart of unbelief - He 3:12-14
2. Inwhich like unfaithful Isragl we can be cut off - Ro 11:19-22
-- Unbelief can destroy those who wer e once saved; thuswe like I srael need to ‘make
our calling and election sure’ - Ju 1:5; cf. 2 Pe 1:10-11

B. “HE REMAINSFAITHFUL ; HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF...”
1. Some have understood thisto mean He will save useven if weliveinsn
a. Yet Paul had just said that if we deny Christ He will deny us
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b. We have seen that believers were warned to continue in their faith, or be cut off
2. Raher, it meansthat Christ remains true and trustworthy, for He cannot be otherwise
a. For those who persst in sn and unbdlief, their condemnation is sure
b. For those willing to repent, His promiseof longsuffering and mercy provides hope!
1) Asillugtrated in Hiswords to Peter - Mt 18:21-22
2) Asdemondrated in Hisforgiveness of Peter, who denied Him three times - Jn 21:
15-19
-- Whileapostasy isa very real danger, restoration remains a viable hope because of
the faithfulness of Christ and His Father - cf. 1Jn 1:9

CONCLUSION

1. Why should we be willing to endur e hardship for Chrigt...?
a. Because those who have died with Him will live with Him!
b. Becausethose willing to endure for Him will reign with Him!
c. Becausethose who deny Him will be denied by Him!
d. Because those who are faithless know what they need to do to face Him who remains true to
His Word!

2. Thusinthis*hymn’ we are reminded of key eements pertaining to our lifein Chridt...
a. How it begins (by dying with Chrigt in baptism)
b. How itwill end in glory (by enduring hardship with Christ)
c. How it could end in shame (by denying Christ)
d. How the faithlesswho deny Christ can regain it back (by obeying Him who can be trusted)

Have you gtarted your lifewith Christ (Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 22:16)? Are you remaining faithful to Him
who remainsfathful (Re 2:10)? May this“faithful saying” encourage you to do whatever is needed
to make your lifewith Chrigt what it should be...!
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A Worker Approved To God
2nd Timothy 2:14-18

INTRODUCTION

1. What should be expected of aminister of the gospel of Christ? This questionisone...
a. Every preacher, evangdigt, teacher, should ask of himsdlf
b. Every congregation should consider as they evauate those they support

2. In2Ti 2:14-18, we find qualities of aworker...
a. Whoisapproved of God
b. Who does not need to be ashamed

[While these verses do not list every qudlity, they certainly point out that which should be true of al
minigters of the gospd. For example, “A Worker Approved To God” isonewho...]

|. REMINDSTHE BRETHREN (2:14)

A. ASPAUL DID HISBRETHREN...
1. When he wrote his epistle to the brethren a Rome - Ro 15:15
2. When he sent Timothy to the church at Corinth - 1 Co 4:17
3. When hewroteto Timothy himsdf -2 Ti 1:6

B. ASPETER DID HISBRETHREN...
1. Especidly when he knew his desth wasimminent - 2 Pe 1:12-15
2. Knowing thiswas away of dirringthemup -2 Pe 3:1

C. ASJUDE DID HISBRETHREN...
1. Reminding them of things they dready knew - Ju 1.5
2. Because of the dangerous influence of ungodly men - cf. Ju 1:3-4

[Repetition is needful; don't fault preachers and teachers for telling you things you dready know. Itis
good for you, and may be newsto others. “A Worker Approved To God” aso...]

Il. CHARGES THE BRETHREN (2:14)

A. ASPAUL DID HISBRETHREN...
1. Concerning their spiritud growth-1Th 4:1
2. Commanding them to withdraw from disorderly brethren - 2 Th 3.6

B. ASPAUL DID TIMOTHY ...
1. To observe things without partidity - 1 Ti 5:21
2. TopreachtheWord-2Ti 4:1-2
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[Aslong aswhat is being charged is from God's Word, don't fault preachers and teachers for
commanding you to do something. “A Worker Approved To God” ...]

I11.DISPLAYSDILIGENCE (2:15)

A. ASSHOULD ALL CHRISTIANS...
1. Les they fdl short of their heavenly rest -He 4:1,11
2. Tomakether caling and eection sure- 2 Pe 1:10
3. Tobefound by the Lord in peace, without spot and blameless - 2 Pe 3:14

B. ESPECIALLY ASIT RELATESTO THE WORD...
1. AsTimothy was charged to “give attention” to doctrine- 1 Ti 4:13
2. Ashewas commanded to “take heed” to the doctrine-1Ti 4:16

[While this certainly involves“ study” (cf. KJV), the Greek * spoudazo” means “to exert one' s dif,
endeavor, give diligence’ (Thayer). Applying proper diligence to the Word, “ A Worker Approved

ToGod” ..

IV.RIGHTLY DIVIDESTHE WORD (2:15)

A. DIVIDING IT PROPERLY...
1. Astrandated by the NKJV, KV
2. Theword (orthotomeo), found nowhere e se in the New Testament, means.

a

b.

“to cut straight, to cut straight ways, to proceed on straight paths, hold a straight course,
equiv. to doing right” - Thayer

“to make straight and smooth, to handle aright, to teach the truth directly and correctly”
- ibid.

3. Other versons trand ate the passage:

a

@0 oo0CoC

“handling aright the word of truth” - ASV

“rightly handling the word of truth” - ESV

“one who correctly teaches the message of God'struth” - GNB
“handling the word of truth with precison” - ISV

“accurately handling the word of truth” - NASB

“correctly handles the word of truth” - NIV

“rightly explaining the word of truth” - NRSV

B. HANDLING IT ACCURATELY...
1. Understlanding thereis both old and new - cf. Mt 13:52
2. Didinguishing between Old and New Covenants - eg., 2 Co 3:6-11; He 8:6-13
3. Remembering that mest isfor the mature, milk isfor babes - cf. He 5:12-14
4. Bearing in mind that some may be carnd, not yet spiritud - cf. 1 Co 3:1-4

["A Worker Approved To God” will handle the Word like the “sword” thet it is(He 4:12); i.e,
carefully and appropriately for the occasion. Accordingly, he will be one who...]
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V. SHUNS‘WORD BATTLES (2:14,16-18)

A. ASEXPRESSED IN OUR TEXT...

1. Suchas
a.  Striving about words to no profit-2 Ti 2:14
b. Profane andidle babblings-2 Ti 2:16

2. Leadingto:
a. Theruinof the hearers-2 Ti 2:14
b. More ungodliness-2Ti 2:16

3. Exemplified by:
a. Hymenaeusand Philetus-2 Ti 2:17
b. Saying that the resurrection isdready past -2 Ti 2:18
c. They overthrow thefaith of some-2 Ti 2:18

B. ASEXPRESSED EL SEWHERE...

1. Laterinthischapter -2 Ti 2:23
a. Avoid foolish and ignorant disputes
b. Tha only generate dtrife

2. Inhis previous epidle to Timothy
a. Do not give heed to fables and endless genedlogies that cause disputes- 1 Ti 1:4-6
b. Do not be obsessed with digputes and arguments over words, useless wranglings of

men of corrupt minds and degtitute of the truth- 1 Ti 6:3-5

c. Avoid profane and idle babblings, fase contradictions - 1 Ti 6:20-21

3. Inwriting to Titus- Ti 3:9
a. Avoid foolish digputes, contentions, strivings about the law
b. Such are unprofitable and usdless

CONCLUSION

1. With so much error and fase doctrine in the world, aminister of the gospe must walk afineline...
a. Diligent in hisuse of the Word to remind and charge the brethren
b. Careful in handling the Word with the spiritudly immeature and those in error

2. Yetwiththe aid of such epistles as those written to Timothy and Titus, it ispossible...
a To“present yoursaf approved to God”
b. To be“aworker who does not need to be ashamed”

May those who preach and teach ever be mindful of these things, and may those whom we teach
aways encourage usto be“ A Worker Approved To God” ...!
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The Seal On The Foundation
2nd Timothy 2:19

INTRODUCTION

1. Peopledon’t like confusion, they want certainty...
a. Especidly in religious matters
b. Fdserdigionsand fdse teachers make it difficult

2. Yetthereisased ontheLord' s solid foundation - cf. 2 Ti 2:19
a. Paul likely has reference to the Lord’ s church
b. Commonly pictured as a building erected on a solid foundation - cf. Ep 2:20-21; 1 Co 3:9-10
c. Theword “sed” refersto an inscription, in which it was customary to inscribe the name and
design of the edifice on the cornerstone - Bar nes

3. Regarding the Lord' s church, then, there is atwofold inscription on the foundation...
a. Fird, agtatement of comfort
b. Second, astatement of caution

[This“sed” on the foundation provides both encour agement and war ning for al who would be
members of the Lord's church as revedled in the Bible. Note thefirst haf of the inscription...]

. “THE LORD KNOWSTHOSE WHO ARE HIS’

A. WELIVEINA TIME OF RELIGIOUS CONFUSION...
1. There are many religions, many churches
a. Many professto know the Lord, most are sincere
b. Which church isthe true church?
2. Who aretruly saved?
a. Not the mgority - Mt 7:13-14
b. Not the devout, necessarily - Ac 10:1-2; 11:14
c. Not al who profess to know the Lord - Mt 7:21-23

B. YET THERE CAN BE RELIGIOUS CERTAINTY ...
1. TheLordisbuilding His church (called out ones) - Mt 16:18; 1 Th 2:12
a. Heiscdling people through the gospd -2 Th 2:13-14
b. Heisadding to His church those who respond - Ac 2:41,47
2. The gospd messageis clearly proclamed in the scriptures
a. Cdlingfor fath and baptism - Mk 16:15-16; Mt 28:18-20
b. Cdling for repentance and baptism - Ac 2:38
c. Cdling for baptism immediately - Ac 8:35-38; 10:47-48; 22:16
1) For theremisson of Sns-Ac 2:38
2) For dying with Chrigt and rising to walk in newness of life- Ro 6:3-7
3) For putting on Chrigt - Ga 3:27
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[If you desrereligious certainty in areligioudy confused world, the first stepisto let the Lord add you
to His church by responding to the gospel of Christ. Now consder the second haf of the inscription...]

II. “LET EVERYONE WHO NAMESTHE NAME OF CHRIST DEPART FROM
INIQUITY”

A. WE MAY CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE RELIGIOUS CONFUSION...
1. Dividgon exiged inthe Lord's church in the beginning
a. In Antioch, over circumcison and keeping the Law - Ac 15:1-2
b. At Corinth, over preecher-itis - 1 Co 1:10-13; 3:3
c. Among churchesin Asa, due to the influence of fase teechers - Re 2:14-15,20
2. Divisonwill dwaysexig in the Lord’ s church
a. Foretold by Jesusin His parable of the tares- Mt 13:24-30
b. Foretold by Paul in his discourse to the elders - Ac 20:29-30
c. Foretold by Peter in hiswarning about false teachers - 2 Pe 2:1-3

B. YET WE CAN STILL HAVE RELIGIOUS CERTAINTY ...

1. Thesolutionis heeding gpostalic authority
a. Whichthe Lord gave to His gpostles - Jn 13:20; Mt 28:20
b. Which characterized fathful disciplesin the early church - Ac 2:42; 1 Th 2:13
c. Which will characterize dl the faithful today -2 Th 2:15; 1.Jn 4:6

2. Our duty isto depart from iniquity
a  Frominiquity inour ownlives-2 Co 7:1; Co 3:5-8
b. Fromthosewho in continueininiquity -2 Th 3:6,14
c. From those who teach contrary to the apostles- 1 Ti 6:5; 2 Ti 3:1-5

CONCLUSION

1. Whenever you are troubled by religious confusion...
a. Takecomfort in knowing that the Lord knows who you are
1) Assuming that you have properly responded to the gospel
2) Have you responded to the gospd of Christ?
b. Take caution in making sure that you departing from iniquity
1) Assuming tha you let the gpostles of Chrigt define what isiniquity
2) Areyou continuing steadfadtly in the gpostles’ doctrine?

2. With this sedl we have both encour agement and warning...
a. If you are saved, the Lord certainly knows it
b. If you are saved, then act like it

Aswe look forward to the coming of Christ, we know the Lord isfaithful (cf. 1 Th 5:23-24); but
remember that we must do our part aswell (cf. 1 Th 5:21-22)...
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Useful For The M aster
2nd Timothy 2:20-26

INTRODUCTION

1. Tomotivate Timothy toward faithful service, Paul used an illugtration involving ‘vessds ...
a. Of varying quditiesand vaue-2 Ti 2:20
b. How one could be avessd for honor, prepared for every good work -2 Ti 2:21
--  Thusbecoming “ Useful For The Master”

2. By consdering the context (2 Ti 2:20-26), we too can learn how to be...
a. Vesssof gold or slver, not wood or clay
b. Vesssfor honor, not dishonor
-- And thereby also becoming “ Useful For The Master”

[1t involves effort, but such is necessary if we are going to be prepared for every good work. First of
al, to be useful for the Magter...]

. WE MUST WORK ON OUR PERSONAL CONDUCT

A. THINGSTO AVOID...
1. Mug deanse onesdf from “thelatter” -2 Ti 2:21
a l.e,vesdsof dishonor-2Ti 2:20
b. E.g., teachers of fadse doctrine like Hymenaeus and Philetus- cf. 2 Ti 2:16-18
2. Mug flee youthful lugts-2 Ti 2:22
a. Thelud of the flesh, such asfornication -1 Co 6:18
b. Thelus of the eyes, such as materidism - cf. 1 Ti 6:9-11
-- Wemust avoid both wicked associations and wicked conduct

B. THINGSTO DO...
1. Must pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace- 2 Ti 2:22
a.  Quadlities without which no onewill seethe Lord-He 12:14
b. Quditieswdl suited for the“man of God” - cf. 1 Ti 6:11
2. With those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart - 2 Ti 2:22
a. Together with those who sincerdly love God
b. Il.e, not done, nor in the company of those ‘vessels of dishonor’
-- Wemust seek both holy conduct and holy associations

[Avoiding wicked associations does not mean we do not reach out to those in error. For the Lord
desres all to be saved (cf. 1 Ti 2:4; 2 Pe 3:9). To be“Useful For The Master” in teaching them...]

. WE MUST WORK ON INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS

A. THINGSTO AVOID...
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1. Mug avoid foolish and ignorant disputes- 2 Ti 2:23

a. That generate drife-2 Ti 2:23; cf. 1 Ti 1:4; 6:4

b. That bring ruin to the hearers-2 Ti 2:14; cf. Ti 3:9

C. That increase to more ungodliness-2 Ti 2:16
2. Mustnot quarrd -2 Ti 2:24

a. Thatis, driveor fight over words- cf. 2 Ti 2:23

b. “engagein awar of words, to quarrd, wrangle, dispute’ - Thayer
-- Wemust avoid discussionsthat arelittle more than ‘word battles

B. THINGSTO DO...
1. Must begentletodl -2Ti 2:24
a “dfable that is, mild or kind” - Strong
b. “not only to troubled minds, and wounded consciences, by supplying them with the
precious promises and truths of the Gospdl; and to backdiders, by restoring themin a
spirit of meekness; but even to those who contradict the truth, and themselves, by mild
and kind ingructions” - Gill
2. Mustbeabletoteach-2Ti 2:24
a. “got and killful inteaching” - Thayer
b. Thusable to both exhort and convict those who contradict - cf. Ti 1:9
3. Must be patient - 2 Ti 2:24
a “pdient of illsand wrongs, forbearing” - Thayer
b. “The Greek word here used does not € sewhere occur in the New Testament. It means,
patient under evilsand injuries’ - Bar nes
c. A Chrig-like quality much needed in ‘word battles - cf. Co 3:13
4. Mud correct in humility - 2 Ti 2:25
a. Thatis with “gentleness, mildness, meskness’ - Thayer
b. Even agang those who:
1) Who oppose the truth
2) Who are ensnared by the devil
c. For such qudities are weapons “mighty in God” - cf. 2 Co 10:1-5
1) Not carnd, such aswrath, anger, and strife
2) But mighty for casting down arguments, bringing thoughts into captivity to Chrigt
-- Wemust develop and demonstrate a Christ-like character toward the opposition

CONCLUSION

1. A servant of the Lord must therefore give careful atention...
a. To hispersond conduct and associations
b. To hisinterpersond rdations with those in error

2. A sarvant of the Lord who does so can then be...
a A vesd of honor
b. Sanctified (set gpart for agodly purpose)
c. Useful to the Magter!

Wheat kind of ‘ vessels' are we becoming for the Lord...?
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Perilous Times And Perilous M en
2nd Timothy 3:1-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Paul often warned his brethren of difficult days aheed...
a. Heforetold of acoming apostasy - Ac 20:29-30; 2 Th 2:1-3
b. Likewisehetold Timothy of suchthings-1Ti 4:1; 2 Ti 3.1

2. Paul’swordsto Timothy in 2 Ti 3:1-13 are epecidly helpful...
a. They describe the “periloustimes’ that are to come
b. They warn of the “perilous men” that we are to avoid during such times

[Lest wethink that Paul’ s words are only for those living just before Chrigt returns, let’ s take aclose
look at what is revealed about the...]

|. PERILOUSTIMESTO COME

A. THE COMING OF PERILOUSTIMES...

1. Itwill be“inthelast days’ -2 Ti 3:1

2. This phrase often used to describe the gospel dispensation or Chrigtian age
a. Used by Jod, and gpplied by Peter - Ac 2:16-17; cf. 2 Pe 3:3
b. Used by the writer to the Hebrews- He 1:1-2

3. Smilar phrases are dso used to describe the times in which we live
a. “theendsof theages’ -1 Co 10:11
b. “thelattertimes’ -1Ti 4:1
c. “thelast hour” -1Jn 2:18

-- Sincethecrossof Christ we have been living “in the last days’; therefore we
should therefore expect to experience the “ periloustimes’ of which Paul wrote

B. THE NATURE OF PERILOUSTIMES...
1. Asdescribedinour text -2 Ti 3:2-5
a. Peoplewill belovers of themsdves and money
They will be boastful, proud, and blasphemers
They will be disobedient to parents
They will be unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving
They will be danderers, without sdf-control, brutal
They will be despisers of good, traitors, headstrong and haughty
They will be lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God
They will have aform of godliness, but denying its power
2. Comparewﬂh thosein Paul’sday - Ro 1:28-32
a. People werefilled with dl unrighteousness and sexud immordity
b. They werefilled with wickedness, covetousness and maliciousness
c. They werefull of envy, murder, srife, deceit and evil-mindedness
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They were whisperers, backbiters, haters of God and violent
They were proud, boagters, inventors of evil things and disobedient to parents
They were undiscerning, untrusworthy, unloving, unforgiving and unmerciful
g. They approved of those who practice things deserving of death
--  What Paul said would occur “in thelast days’ already existed in hisday!

~ 0o

[Notewell: Itisthe conduct of people that creates“ periloustimes’, and we are cartainly living in
such timestoday! What then should be our concern for living “in the last days’? According to our
text, there are...]

II. PERILOUSMEN TO AVOID

A. MENLIKE JANNES AND JAMBRES...
1. Who will lead gullible families and women adiray - 2 Ti 3:6-7
a. Through trickery and decalt (“cregping into households’)
b. Through appeding to the lusts of their victims - cf. 2 Pe 2:3,18
c. Whilethear victims are ever learning, they never come to the knowledge of the truth - cf.
2Ti 4:34
2. Who themsdlves resist the truth like Jannes and Jambres-2 Ti 3:8-9
a.  Though not mentioned by name, it is thought these two men were among the magicians
and sorcerers who resisted Moses and Aaron - cf. Exo 7:11,22; 8:7,18
b. Those who resist the truth are of corrupt minds, rgjected in regard to the faith - cf. 1 Ti
1:19-20; 4:1-2
c. Whosefally will eventualy become evident to al, as happened to Egyptian magicians
- cf. Ex07:12; 8:18; 9:11
3. Such men will grow worse, deceiving and being decelved - 2 Ti 3:13
a. Their profane and idle babblings will lead to more ungodliness - cf. 2 Ti 2:16
b. Ther messageswill spread like cancer - cf. 2 Ti 2:17
-- Thissoundslike many TV evangdlists, liberal theologians, college professors

B. MEN UNLIKE THE APOSTLE PAUL...

1. A man whose doctrine and manner of lifeiseasly followed -2 Ti 3:10
a. Asthe Corinthians were encouragedtodo-1 Co 4:17; 11:1
b. Asthe Philippians were encouraged to do - Ph 3:17

2. Whose purposg, faith, longsuffering, love and perseverance is well documented - 2 Ti 3:10
a. Ashereminded the Philippians - Ph 3:8-14
b. Ashereminded the Corinthians- 2 Co 11:23-28

3.  Who endured persecution and affliction, as would othersliving godly livesin Christ Jesus
-2Ti3:11-12
a. Paul wasawaiting his death by Nero in writing thesewords - cf. 2 Ti 4:6
b. Peter dso knew that he would face an unnatural death for hisfaith - cf. 2 Pe 1:14

--  What a contrast between the apostleslike Paul, and many false teacher s today!

CONCLUSION

1. Itisevidentthat weareliving “in thelast days’...
Sermons From Second Timothy 43




Mark A. Copeland

a. Many people are certainly just like those described by Paul
b. Faseteachersabound just as Jesus, Paul, and others warned
-- Wetruly livein “periloustimes’, with an abundance of “ perilous men”

2. How will we aurviveliving “in the last days’...?
a. By avoiding those who regject the truth and lead astray by gppedling to our fleshly desires
b. By carefully following the doctrine and manner of life of men like the gpostie Paul
-- It may mean persecution, but the Lord will deliver Hisfaithful disciples!

What kind of “men” are we following in these “times’ in which we live...?
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The Scriptures Inspired Of God
2nd Timothy 3:14-17

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul prepared the Ephesian elders for the time when he would be gone...
a. He commended them to the word of God's grace - cf. Ac 20:29-32a
b. Which was adle to build them up, and give them their inheritance - Ac 20:32b

2. With Timothy, Paul did the same when writing his ladt letter...
a. Headmonished Timothy to continue in the thingshe had learned - 2 Ti 3:14
b. Hefirg referenced the Holy Scriptures known since his childhood - 2 Ti 3:15
1) When Timothy was a child, the only scriptures available was the Old Testament
2) So Paul dearly had the Old Testament scripturesin view
He then spoke of the value of “dl Scripture’ -2 Ti 3:16-17
1) That which wasinspired of God
2) That which had the ability to make the man of God “complete’

[1f both the Ephesian elders and Timothy needed the word of God after Paul’ s departure, much more
dowetoday! To fully gppreciate why, condgder what our text (2 Ti 3:14-17) reveds about...]

|. THEVALUE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

A.

IT DEVELOPSWISDOM...

1
2.

The OT makes one “wise for sdvation through faith which isin Christ Jesus’ -2 Ti 3:15
How? The OT provides information regarding:

a. Thefdl of man andtheriseof Sn

b. The background and development of God's scheme of redemption

c. Messanic prophecies which describe what to expect when He comes

One cannot hope to fully understand such books of the New Testament like:

a. Hebrews, without a knowledge of the Levitical priesthood

b. Reveation, without afamiliarity of OT prophecy and apocalyptic literature

If one desiresto be wise concerning their salvation, study the Old Testament!

IT OFFERSHOPE...

1.

2.

Note carefully what Paul wrotein Ro 15:3-4

a. Heappeded to apassageinthe OT

b. Thethings “written before’ (i.e., the OT) were “written for our learning”

c. The OT was written and preserved especidly for the Christians benefit!

d. TheOT provides “patience and comfort”, that we “might have hope’!

How? The OT provides arecord of God' s faithfulness, how He kept His promises.
a To Abraham and the nation of |sragl

b. Tojudge the wicked and avenge the righteous

c. Toforgivethe penitent, and protect the humble
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-- Asweread thishistory of God’sdealingswith Israd, it gives us hope that God will

keep Hispromisesto us!

C. IT PROVIDESADMONITION...

1.

2.

Congder what Paul wrotein 1 Co 10:11

a. Hehadjud reviewed thefdl of Isradl in the wilderness-1 Co 10:1-10

b. The events described may have happened to Isradl

c. “They werewritten for our admonition, upon whom the end of the ages has come”’
d. TheOT was written and preserved especidly for the benefit of Chrigtiand
Thusthe NT writers often gppedled to the OT to admonish Chrigtians

a. Asdid Paul, writing to the Corinthians

b. Asdid thewriter of Hebrews, exhorting Christians to remain steedfast - He 3:12-19
c. Asdid James, encouraging Chrigtiansto be patient in their suffering - Ja 5:7-11

d. Asdid Peter, warning of false teachers and scoffers- 2 Pe 2:3

Asweread the Old Testament, we should learn from what happened to | srad!!

[ Though we do not live under the Old Covenant, the Old Testament is of greet vaue to the Chrigtian.
Together with al Scripture from God, it provides every thing we need. Indeed, Paul reveds.. ]

II. THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

A. THEY ARE INSPIRED...

1.

All Scriptureis “given by theinspiration of God” (NKJV) -2 Ti 3:16

a. Literdly, “God bresthed” (theopneustos)

b. Cf. “All Scriptureis breathed out by God” (ESV)

“The idea of * bresthing upon, or breathing into the soul,” isthat which the word naturaly
conveys.” - Barnes

The writers of Scripture were moved aong by the Spirit of God - ¢f. 2 Pe 1:21

The Spirit gave them their very words (i.e,, verba and plenary inspiration) - cf. 1 Co 2:13
The Scripturesare not thewords or thoughts of mere men, but of Spirit-guided men
who spoke and wrotethevery Word of God! - c¢f. Jn 16:13; 1 Co 14:37; 1 Th 2:13

B. THEY ARE PROFITABLE...

1.

2.

3.

For doctrine - 2 Ti 3:16

a. Teaching, ingruction - Thayer

b. Regarding dl that God wants us to know regarding Himsdlf and Hiswill for us

For reproof - 2 Ti 3:16

a. Proof, conviction - Strong

b. Convicting thosein error of their wrong, showing them the need to change

For correction- 2 Ti 3:16

a. Correction, improvement of life or character - Thayer

b. “the Scriptures are a powerful means of reformation, or of putting men into the proper
condition in regard to moras.” - Barnes

For instruction in righteousness - 2 Ti 3:16

a. “Ingtruction in regard to the principles of justice, or what isright.” - Bar nes

b. “Man needs not only to be made acquainted with truth, to be convinced of hiserror,
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and to be reformed; but he needs to be taught what isright, or what is required of him,
in order that he may lead ahaly life” - ibid.

-- TheScripturesaretruly “profitable” (helpful, advantageous), as extolled by David

- cf. Psa19:7-11

C. THEY MAKE ONE COMPLETE...

1.

Thoroughly equipped for every good work -2 Ti 3:17

a. Thatis, completdy furnished to do what is expected of him

b. Notewdll: equipped for every good work; not some, but all that God consdersa
good work

Regarding life and godliness - cf. 2 Pe 1.3

a. We have been given “dl things that pertain to life and godliness’

b. Not ‘some things, but ‘dl’ that we need for spiritud life and godly living

Having been given oncefor dl - cf. Ju 3

a. Thefaith has been ddivered “oncefor dl” to the saints

b. Thereisno need for ‘modern day revelations, just as there is no more need of
sacrificesfor Sns- cf. He 9:26-28; 1 Pe 3:18

Theinspired Scripturesalone are mor e than adequate to make the man of God

“complete’ (competent, ESV), to do everything God desires of Him for salvation

CONCLUSION

1. Dear friends and brethren, do wetruly desireto...

Be wise concerning the salvation by faith in Chrigt?

Have hope in the promises of God?

Learn from the mistakes of those in the past?

Be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work?

a

b.

C.

d.

2. Then take up the admonition of Paul to both the elders and the young preacher...

a. Continue in the things learned from the Holy Scriptures!

b. Let theingpired Scriptures be your guide in life through its doctrine, reproof, correction, and
indruction in righteousness

3. Giveyoursdf to diligent sudy of the Word of God, whichiis..
“able to make you wise for sdvation through faith which isin Chrigt Jesus’
“gbleto build you up and give you an inheritance among al those who are sanctified”

a

b.

“For thisreason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you
received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the
word of men, but asitisin truth, theword of God, which also effectively works
in you who believe.” (1 Th 2:13)

Could Paul have written the same about us...?
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Preach TheWord!
2nd Timothy 4:1-4

INTRODUCTION

1. A solemn charge was given by Paul to Timothy...
a. Inview of the coming of the Lord and Hisjudgment - 2 Ti 4:1
b. Pertaining to preaching the Word of God - 2 Ti 4:2-4

2. Itisachargethat should consdered carefully by dl...

a. By those who preach the Word, in response to the Great Commission - Mk 16:15
b. By those who send and support those who preach - cf. Ro 10:15

[Our text revedsthat not dl preaching isthe same. Thereis that which pleases God, there isthat which
clearly displeases Him. With the words of Paul before us, let’ sfirst examine...]

. PREACHING THAT PLEASES GOD

A. PREACHING THAT ISEVER READY ...
1. “Beready in season and out of season” -2 Ti 4:2
2. Preaching that revedls a degree of preparation; i.e., study that shows...
a.  One has given attention to reading, and to doctrine - cf. 1 Ti 4:13,16
b. Onehasbeendiligentintheir learning - cf. 2 Ti 2:15; 3:14
3. Preaching that isready on al occasions
a. in season - “seasonably, opportunely; when the opportunity occurs’ - Thayer
b. out of season - “aminister isto seek opportunities to preach the gospel even at such
periods as might be inconvenient to himsalf, or when there might be hindrances and
embarrassments, or when there was no stated appointment for preaching.” - Bar nes

B. PREACHING THAT CONVINCES...
1. “convincg’ -2 Ti 4:2
a “reprove’ (KJV, NASB)
b. “correct” (NIV)
2. *“to use such arguments as would ‘ convinceg men of the truth of religion, and of their own
need of it.” - Barnes
3. AsPaul did in the synagogues - cf. Ac 17:2-3; 19:8

C. PREACHING THAT REBUKES...
1. “rebuke’ -2Ti4:2
2. “to admonish or charge sharply” - Thayer
3. “chidefor sn; some privately, others more publicly, according to the nature and
circumstances of the offense; some more gently, others more roughly, asis needful.” - Gill
4. SoPaul likewise charged Titus - cf. Ti 2:15

Sermons From Second Timothy 48



Mark A. Copeland

D. PREACHING THAT EXHORTS...
1. “exhort” -2Ti 42
2. *“to encourage and strengthen by consolation” - Thayer
3. “asthe minigers of the Gospel are in some cases to be ‘ Boanergeses, sons of thunder, so
other cases they should be Barnabases, sons of consolation; and comfort distressed minds,
by preaching the comfortable doctrines of peace, pardon, righteousness and salvation by
Jesus Chrigt.” - Gill

E. PREACHING THAT ISLONGSUFFERING...
1. “withdl longsuffering” -2 Ti 4:2
2. “pdience, forbearance, longsuffering, downessin avenging wrongs’ - Thayer
3. “with apatient and persevering spirit if you are opposed;” - Bar nes
4. Shown toward both the faint-hearted and hardhearted - cf. 1 Th 5:14; 2 Ti 2:24-25

F. PREACHING THAT ISDOCTRINAL...

1. "andtesching’ -2Ti 4:2
a “doctring’ (KJV)
b. “indruction” (NASB)

2. *“that which istaught, doctrine, teaching, concerning something; the act of teaching,
indruction” - Thayer

3. “inaway that isingructive and teaching, and in agreement with the doctrine of the
Scriptures, which are profitable for that purpose.” - Gill

[Preaching that pleases God is “well-rounded”: ready at dl times, seeking to persuade, rebuking when
necessary, yet with dl longsuffering ingtructing othersin the doctrine of the Lord. Contrast that with...]

II. PREACHING THAT DISPLEASES GOD

A. PREACHING UNSOUND DOCTRINE...

1. Thetime will come when some will not endure ‘ sound doctring -2 Ti 4:3
a. Lit., “hedthful doctrine’
b. “doctrine contributing to the hedth of the soul, or to salvetion.” - Bar nes

2. Timesof which Paul had dready warned Timothy
a.  When people will give heed to decaiving spirits- 1 Ti 4:1-2
b. When people will be lovers of sdf and pleasure-2 Ti 3:1-2

3. They will want to hear things ‘ according to their own desires -2 Ti 4:3
a Tha judifiesther snful behavior, rather than rebukes them for it
b. When guilty of things “contrary to sound doctrine’ (e.g., sodomy) - cf. 1 Ti 1:10
c. Not being told such things are ‘unhedthy’ to their soul (e.g., homosexudity) - cf. 1 Co

6:9-10

B. PREACHING TO ENTERTAIN...
1. Peoplewill have“itchingears’ -2 Ti 4.3
a. “loving to have their ears scratched and tickled with smooth things; thet are pleasing and
agreedble to natura men, and carnd minds;” - Gill
b. “Endesscuriogty, aninsatiable desre of variety; and they get their earstickled with the
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language and accent of the person, abandoning the good and faithful preacher for the
fine spesker.” - Clarke
c. They will loveto hear even true preachers, if they are doquent - cf. Eze 33:30-33
2. They will “hegp for themsdlvesteachers’ - 2 Ti 4:3
a. Therewill be plenty of teachers willing to accommodate them
b. Peoplewill find the teachers that please them
3. Thesad result of such preaching-2 Ti 4:4
a. People“will turn their ears away from the truth”
1) Thetruth of God will not interest them
2) They will have no time to hear what the truth has to say
b. They will “be turned asde to fables’
1) “Bedieveany kind of suff and nonsense” - Clarke
2) “asonehasjustly observed, ‘ Those who reect the truth are abandoned by the just
judgment of God to credit the most degrading nonsense.”” - ibid.
3) Or asattributed to G. K. Chesterton: “He who does not believe in God will
beieve in anything.”

CONCLUSION

1. Thetruthfulness of the words by Clarke, Chesterton, and apostle Paul can easily be seen today ...
a. Peoplewill rgect the Word of God, but believe in witchcraft, UFOs, channeling, etc.
b. Peoplewill rgect the Gospe of Christ, but accept rdigious traditions of men
c. Peoplergect “sound doctrine’, but accept “unhedlthy teaching” that endangers body and soul

2. Theproblem isthetype of “preaching” people want to ligen to...
a. They ligen to be entertained, to judtify fulfilling the lusts of the flesh
b. They do not listen to be saved, to learn the way of righteousness

Those who dare to preach, and those who desir e to hear, should make sure the preaching is that which
pleases God! Have you responded in obedience to the preaching of God's Word...? Ro 6:17-18
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TheWork Of An Evangelist
2nd Timothy 4.5

INTRODUCTION

1. Inourtext (2 Ti 4:5), wefind Paul commanding Timothy...
a. “dothework of an evangdigt”
b. “fulfill your minisry”
--  Thus Timothy wasto continue hisservicefor the Lord asan evangdist

2. Theword “evangdig” often conveys different ideas to people...
a. Someenvison an Elmer Gantry figure, an itinerant preacher who travels from place to place
b. Others equate the word with pastor, expecting one to provide Smilar service
3. Thefunction of an “evangdid” isagift from Chrigt to His church...
a. Given dong with the functions of apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher - Ep 4:8,11
b. Contributing to the equipping of the saints and edification of the body - Ep 4:12
[Such a“gift’” should be properly understood and appreciated. Toward that end, let’s consider...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF AN EVANGELIST

A. THE WORD DEFINED...
1. The Greek word iseuanggelistes
a. Lit., abringer of good tidings - | SBE
b. A form of the word euanggelion, normaly trandated “gospel” (good news)
2. Asexplained by Barnes in his commentary:
a. “Thisword properly means one who announces good news.”
b. “Inthe NT itisaapplied to a preacher of the gospel, or one who declares the glad
tidings of sdvation.”
3. Itoccursinonly three placesinthe NT
a Inourtext-2Ti 45
b. Inthe passage we noted earlier - Ep 4:11
c. Inthe place where we are told that Philip was an evangdlist - Ac 21:8
1) Hewho preached Christ to the Samaritans - Ac 8:4-5,12
2) Hewho preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch - Ac 8:35
4. Itiscommonly equated with the term ‘missonary’, for evangdidts often traveled
a. Yet evangdigts sometimes stayed in one place for extended periods
1) Philip appearsto have stayed in Caesarea about 20 years - cf. Ac 8:40; 21:8
2) Timothy remained for sometime a Ephesus-1Ti 1:3
b. Thusthe word does not demand one be an itinerant preacher

B. OTHER TERMSDESCRIBING THE EVANGELIST...
1. Preacher (Grk., kerux) - cf. Ro 10:14-15
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a. “tobeaherdd; to publish, proclam openly; used of the proclamation of the gospd and
meatters pertaining to it” - Thayer

b. Used in the Scriptures to describe the work of:
1) JohntheBaptist - Mt 3:1
2) Jesus- Mt 4:17,23
3) Theapostles- Mt 10:7
4) Philip theevangdig - Ac 8:5
5) Theapostle Paul - Ac28:31; 2 Ti 1:11
6) Even Noah, apreacher of righteousness - cf. 2 Pe 2:5

2. Minister (Grk., diakonos) - cf. 1 Th 3:2

a. Trandated varioudy as deacon, minigter, servant
1) Itisnot limited to preachers or evangelists
2) Itisused of other servants, such asdeacons- cf. 1 Ti 3:8,12

b. Yetisoften used to describe those who preach and teach
1) Paul - Ac 26:16; Ro 15:16; Co 1:23
2) Epaphras-Co1:7
3) Timothy-1Th 3:2; 1Ti 4:6

C. Thepreacher isnot the only minister of achurch, for dl Chridians are truly ministers
-cf.1Pe4:10

C. TERMSNOT USED TO DESCRIBE THE EVANGELIST...
1. Pastor
a.  Used of overseers (bishops) or elders (presbyters) - Ep 4:11; cf. 1 Pe 5:2; Ac 20:28
b. In some cases an evangelist might also serve as a pastor, provided...
1) Hemeasthe qudificationsrequired - 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9
2) He sarveswith other pastors, for there was dways a plurdity of elders- Ac 20:17
3) Inwhich heisnot the pastor, but only one of the pastors
2. Reverend, Father
a.  Such termswere never used astitlesin the Lord's church
b. The use of such titles were condemned by Jesus- Mt 23:8-12

[The very definition of the word evangelist, dong with other words often used (pr eacher, minister),
providesingght into the work of an evangdist. Yet let’'stake acloser a what isand what isnot...]

II. THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST

A. WHAT IT IS..

1. To preach theword of God - 2 Ti 4:1-2
a. Especidly the gospd of Jesus Chrigt - ¢f. Ro 10:14-15
b. Asdid Philip, the evangdis - Ac 8:5,35

2. Toingruct the brethren of their responshilities- 1 Ti 4:6
a. Insuch matters as prayer, modesty, the role of women and men - cf. 1 Ti 2:1-12
b. Insuch matters as persona and family obligations, business duties - cf. Ti 2:1-10
c. Toreprovethosethat sn, even edersif need be- cf. 1 Ti 5:19-21

3. To st inorder things needed
a. Encouraging the agppointment of eders- Ti 1:5
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b. Traning teachers, equipping the saints for minigtry -2 Ti 2:2; cf. Ep 4:11-12
c. Teaching againg fdse teechers and fdse doctrine- 1 Ti 1:3-4; Ti 1:10-11,13
4. To st an example for the brethren
a. Inword, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity - 1 Ti 4:12
b. A pattern of good works, in doctrine showing integrity, reverence-Ti 2.7
5. To bedevoted to the Word of God
a. Giving atention to reading, exhortation and teaching - 1 Ti 4:13
b. Being careful to handle the Word of God properly -2 Ti 2:15
6. Incontrast to the work of eders (i.e., pastors, bishops)...
a. Elders areto take heed to themsalves and to the flock of God - Ac 20:28
b. Evangdids are to take heed to themsdlves and to the doctrine (teaching) - 1 Ti 4:16
-- Thisligt adapted from The Early Church, Ferrdl Jenkins, p.45-46

B. WHAT IT ISNOT...
1. Todothework of elders, deacons, or other members
a. Theevangdig istodo ‘his work
b. Heisnot ‘hired’ to do the work of other members
2. Tobethe‘officid’...
a. Vidtor for the congregation
b. Leader of prayer at public functions
c. Anevangdig is honored to do such, but the honor should not be reserved for him done
3. To be expected to take care of:
a. All the benevolence dl the persond evangdism
b. All problemsthat arisein the church; al physica chores
c. Members have different functions, each should do their part - cf. Ro 12:4-8; Ep 4:16
4. Theevangdig isto teach and preach the Word, not to “run the church’
a. Heisnot the leader, the elders are to be the spiritual overseers and leaders
b. He encourages and guides through teaching the Word, but he is not the pastor
-- Thisligt also adapted from The Early Church, Ferrdl Jenkins, p.46

CONCLUSION

1. TheLord has blessed His church with the role of evangdlists...
a. To proclam the good news of salvation to the lost
b. To preach the Word to Chrigtians that they might grow in grace

2. Remember the principle established in Ac 6:1-4...
a. Those devoted to the Word and prayer should not be distracted from their work
b. Thusevangdists should encouraged and supported to do what isther respongbility
c. They should not be hindered by responsibilities that properly belong to others

While dl Chrigians are ‘evangelists in some measure (as they share the good news of Chrigt with
others), some are blessed by providence and preparation to serve aspecid role as‘ evangdigts inthe
Lord’s church. May they be encouraged and supported to be faithful to their gift, to do “ The Work

Of An Evangdligt” ...
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Fulfill Your Ministry
2nd Timothy 4:5

INTRODUCTION

1. Encouraging Timothy to do the work of an evangdli<t...
a. Paul charged him to “fulfill your minigtry” -2 Ti 4:5
b. Thatis “fulfill in dl its requirements, leaving nothing undone’ - JFB

2. A dmilar charge was given to Archippus...
a. “Take heed to the minisry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” - Co
4:17
b. The Greek suggests “that thou kegp onfilling it full. It isalifetimejob.” - RWP

[ The charge given to Timothy and Archippus is one that should be heeded by dl Chrigians. “ Fulfill
Your Ministry”. “But do | have aminisiry?’ one might ask. Yes, indeed, and therefore...]

I. WENEED TO FIND OUR MINISTRY

A. GOD HASGIVEN MANY GIFTS...
1. Toeach one God has given gift(s)
a. Hehasgiven to each one a“measure of faith” - Ro 12:3
b. We each have gifts “according to the grace that isgiven us’ - Ro 12:6a
2. Not dl have the same gift(s)
a. Not every member has the same function - Ro 12:4
b. We have“differing” gifts- Ro 12:6-8
1) E.g., prophecy, ministering, teaching, exhorting
2) E.g., giving, leading, showing mercy
c. For God sgraceis“manifold” - cf. 1 Pe 4:10

B. EVERY GIFT OR MINISTRY ISIMPORTANT...
1. All areimportant for the body to be complete
a. None can say they are unimportant - 1 Co 12:14-20
b. None can say others are not needed - 1 Co 12:21-25
2. All are needed for the body to grow
a.  Growth come from the head, Christ - Ep 4:15-16a
b. Also by the effective working of each part, doing its share - Ep 4:16b
1) Otherwise the body is handicapped in service
2) Otherwisethe body is hindered in growth

C. FINDING YOUR MINISTRY ...
1. Providence
a. Condder your naturd abilities
1) Areyou gifted in hand, speech, or heart?
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2) Some gifts are better suited for certain services
3) Your naturd abilities may suggest how God wants you to serve
b. Congder your opportunities
1) Wereyou cdled ealy inlife, latein life?
2) Wereyou caled with skills aready devel oped?
3) Your circumstances when you obeyed the gospel may suggest areas of service
-cf.1Co7:18-24
2. Preparation
a. Deveop your ahilities
1) Not al abilities are self-evident; seek to develop as many as you can
2) Asyour ahilities become evident, seek to excd in them - cf. Ezr 7:10
b. Utilize your opportunities
1) Opportunities as provided by the Lord - cf. Mt 25:14-18
2) Opportunities to even change your circumstances - cf. 1 Co 7:21
3. Prayer
a.  Seek wisdom to discern your ahilities
1) Wisdom comesthrough prayer - cf. Ja 1.5
2) Wisdom is given to those who o diligently seek it - cf. Pro 2:1-9
b. Seek open doorsto use your abilities
1) The Lord often opens doorsto serve Him - cf. 1 Co 3:5
2) We might also pray for opportunitiesto serve Him - cf. 1 Chr 4:10
4. Presentation
a.  Commit your waysto the Lord
1) Present yoursdlf and your plansfor serviceto the Lord - cf. Pro 16:3
2) Letyour atitude be like that of Isaiah - cf. 1sa 6:8
b. Makeyoursdf available to the brethren
1) Minigter your gift(s) to your brethren - cf. 1 Pe 4:10
2) Follow the example of the Hebrew Christians - cf. He 6:10

II. WENEED TO FULFILL OUR MINISTRY

A. TOBLESSONE ANOTHER...
1. God desiresthat we minister our gifts to one another - 1 Pe 4:10
2. Even as Jesus cameto serve us- Mk 10:45
3. Areyour brethren being blessed by the ministry God has given you? Or haveyou...
a. Been neggligent to utilize your gift(s)?
b. Allowed the world' s distractions to keep you from being ablessng? - cf. Lk 8:14

B. TO GLORIFY GOD THROUGH JESUSCHRIST...
1. Through the gifts given by Chrigt to thosein His church, God isto be glorified - 1 Pe 4:11
2. Even asPaul prayed for the Philippians - Ph 1:9-11
3. IsGod being glorified by the fruits of your righteousness? Or haveyou...
a.  Been negligent to develop your gift(s)?
b. Allowed thelove of the world to keep you from glorifying God? - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17

C. TOFACE THE LORD AT THE JUDGMENT...
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1. Theday is coming when the Lord will hold us accounteble - Mt 25:14-19
2. Even asthe magter held his servants to accountable - Mt 25:20-30
3. Arewepreparing ourselvesfor that Day? Or arewe...

a. Burying our taent(s)?

b. Allowing fear to keep usfrom utilizing our tdent(s)? - cf. Mt 25:25

CONCLUSION

1. May we take to heart the admonitions given to Timothy and Archippus...
a. “Rufill your minigry” -2 Ti 4:5
b. “Take heed to the minisry which you have recaived in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” - Co
4:17

2. Aswe do so, remember the exhortations given to the Hebrew Chridtians...
a.  God will not forget your work and labor as you minister to your brethren - He 6:10
b. But show diligence to the end, and do not become duggish - He 6:11-12

In 0 doing, you will not only “ Fulfill Your Ministry”, but dso “imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises’... - He 6:12
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Why Paul Died A Happy Man
2nd Timothy 4:6-8,18

INTRODUCTION

1. TheBibleisdlent regarding the death of the gpostle Paul...
a. “Thetradition is...that Paul, as a Roman citizen, was beheaded on the Ostian Road just outside
of Rome.” - 1SBE
b. “We have the concurrent testimony of ecclesagtica antiquity, that he was beheaded at Rome,
by Nero, in the great persecutions of the Christians, by that emperor, A.D. 67 or 68.” - Smith

2. TheBible does reved Paul’s anticipation of degth...
a Heknew whenitwasimminent-2 Ti 4:6

b. He expressed a strong confidence concerning hisdemise- 2 Ti 4:7-8,18

[In view of his closng words to Timothy, we can say that Paul died a happy man. How was Paul able
to approach desath with such serenity and joy concerning the future? Consder fird...]

I. HISVIEW OF DYING

A. AN OFFERING...
1. “I amdready being poured out as adrink offering” -2 Ti 4:6
a. ‘poured out’ may dludeto hisanticipation of shedding blood (via beheading)
b. *asadrink offering’ - “when an anima was about to be dain in sacrifice, wine was
poured on it as a solemn act of devoting it to God; cf. Num 15:5; 28:7,14" - Barnes
2. Hisdeath wasjust another way to offer himself as a sacrifice to God
a. Heencouraged dl to offer themsdlves as spiritud sacrifices- Ro 12:12
b. Thus he sought to magnify Chrigt, even in the manner of death - Ph 1:20
3. Havewethought of “how we die” asaway to magnify Chrig?
a. Wemay not dieamartyr’s degth, as did Paull
b. But we can demondrate the degth of a believer with hope

B. A DEPARTURE...
1. “thetimeof my departureisa hand” -2 Ti 4:6
a. ‘departure (analusis) - “ametaphor drawn from loosing from moorings preparatory to
seting sal” - Thayer
b. “Thetrueideaof deathisthat of loosening the bands that confine us to the present
world; of setting us free, and permitting the soul to go forth, as with expanded sails, on
its eternd voyage. With such aview of death, why should a Chritian fear to die?’
- Barnes
2. Like Peter, who aso did not view death as ceasing to exist
a. Peter viewed his desth as ‘exit’ (exodos) - 2 Pe 1:15
b. An*“dluson to the Isradites going out of Egypt, and marching for Canaan's land; this
world being, like Egypt, a place of wickedness, misery, and bondage; as heaven, like
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Canaan, a place and state of rest and happiness.” - Gill
3. Paul looked forward to departing to be with Jesus - Ph 1:23
a. Tobewith Chrigtis‘far better’ - cf. 2 C0 5:6-8
b. Jesuswould have the promise to be with Him to be acomfort to us - Jn 14:1-3
4. Doweview death asthe beginning of ajourney?
a. A journey long anticipated?
b. A journey for which preparation has been made?

[One sview of death will determine one s attitude toward it. Paul’sview of it as an offering and a
departure helped him gpproach dying with ajoyful anticipation. He was aso comforted by.. ]

II. HHSPRECIOUSMEMORIES

A. HE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT...
1. “I have fought the good fight” -2 Ti 4:7
a. TheChridian life is often described as a conflict or awar - cf. Ep 6:10-17
b. “That noble conflict with an, the world, the flesh, and the devil, Paul now says he had
been ableto maintain.” - Bar nes
2. Paul could look back over hislife with satisfaction
a. Not that he was sinless, but he had found mercy - 1 Ti 1:12-16
b. Not that he was perfect, but he dways tried to do better - Ph 3:12-14
3. Will we at life's end be able to look back at afight well done?
a. Having received the mercy Jesus offers for our Sns?
b. Having fought the good fight of faith, laying hold on eternd life?- 1 Ti 6:12

B. HE FINISHED THE RACE...

1. “I havefinished therace’ -2 Ti 4:7
a.  Paul compared the Chritian life to running arace - cf. 1 Co 9:24-26
b. Anendurancerace, not asprint - cf. He 12:1-2

2. Paul could look back over hislife with contentment
a. He had run the race to win, with certainty
b. He had not given up, but pressed on to the god - Ph 3:13-14

3. Will we at life's end be able to look back at arace wdl run?
a. Completing the race of faith set before us?
b. Or letting the sn of unbelief to easly ensnare us?-He 12:1

C. HEKEPT THE FAITH...

1. “I havekept thefath” -2 Ti 4.7
a. Either “I have geadfastly maintained the faith of the gospel” - Bar nes
b. Or*l havelived alife of fiddity to my Magter” - ibid.

2. Paul could look back over hislife with happiness
a. He had kept and guarded the faith (gospd) entrusted to him - 1 Ti 1:11
b. Hehad mantaned faithfulness to Jesus, despite greet suffering -2 Ti 1:12

3. Will we at life's end be able to look back on afaith that has been kept?
a. Hoalding fast to the words of eternd life in the gospd of Jesus Chrigt?
b. Remaining strong in our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?
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[Paul could die a happy man because of his precious memories. Looking back, he could see take
comfort in knowing he had fought hard, run well, and kept the faith. L ooking forward, he was ableto
die a happy man because of...]

[1.HISGLORIOUS HOPE

A. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...
1. “thereislad up for methe crown of righteousness’ -2 Ti 4.8
a. Crown (stephanos) - “the wreeth or garland which was given as aprize to victorsin
public games’ - Thayer, cf. 1 Co 9:24-25
b. “metaphoricaly the eternd blessedness which will be given as a prize to the genuine
servants of God and Chrigt: the crown (wreath) which is the reward of the
righteousness’ - Thayer
c. “acrownwon in the cause of righteousness’ - Bar nes
d. Alsodescribed asthe“crown of life” - cf. Ja 1:12; Re 2:10
2. “which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will giveto me on that Day” -2 Ti 4:8
a. Jesus has been appointed to judge the world one Day - cf. Ac 17:30-31
b. Hewill judgethelivingandthedead -2 Ti 4:1; c¢f. 2C0 5:10
c. For some, aday of condemnation; for others, aday to be glorified -2 Th 1:7-12
3. “not to me only but so to dl who have loved His appearing” -2 Ti 4:8
a. Thesame hope, the same reward, is available to others
b. Provided they likewise desre Hiscoming - eg., Re 22:20
c. “Greek, ‘haveloved, and do love'; habitual love and desire for Christ's gppearing,
which presupposes faith (cf. He 9:28)” - JFB
d. Thuswe areto set our hope on the grace that isto berevealed - cf. 1 Pe 1:13
4. Arewelooking forward to same reward that Paul had?
a. Tobereceived on the Day of Judgment?
b. Such that we love and eagerly look forward to His appearing?

B. DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL...
1. “theLord will ddiver me from every evil work” - 2 Ti 4:18
a. Ddiverance from the efforts of evil men and Satan to destroy him
b. “he expected afflictions aslong as he was in the world, but he knew that God would
support him under them; and in his own time and way deliver out of them;” - Gill
2, Not deliverance from death per se
a. Heknew his martyrdom was near - cf. 2 Ti 4.6
b. Butinthe Lord, even desth can be addiverance from evil - cf. Isa 57:1
3. Do we have the same confidence for victory that Paul had?
a. Knowing that the Lord will aways be with us?
b. Trusing that the Lord will deliver us through any hardship?

C. PRESERVATION FOR THE KINGDOM...
1. “and preserve mefor His heavenly kingdom” -2 Ti 4:18
a. Paul looked forward to future manifestation of the kingdom
b. The same*“everlasting kingdom” of which Peter wrote - cf. 2 Pe 1:11
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c. Thesame*“kingdom” Jesus promised to those on Hisright hand - cf. Mt 25:34
2. Paul had confidence in the preserving power of the Lord
a.  Knowing that God could finish what He started - cf. Ph 1.6
b. Knowing that He would provide away of escape in every temptation - cf. 1 Co 10:13
c. Thuspraying for the preservation of others- 1 Th 5:23
3. Do we havethe same trust in the preser vation of the Lord that Paul had?
a. Knowing that the Lord will likewise keep usfor the kingdom?
b. Knowing that we are ‘kept by the power of God through faith’?- cf. 1 Pe 1.5

CONCLUSION

1. Paul was ableto die a happy man, because of ...

a

b.

C.

Hisview of dying

His precious memories

His glorious hope

For such reasonsone can truly say, “ Blessed arethe dead who diein the Lord from
now on...” - Re14:13

2. If we dso approach desth...

As an opportunity to praise God and the beginning of ajourney

Having fought the good fight, having finished the race, and having kept the faith

Looking forward to the crown of righteousness, knowing he will ddiver us from evil, and will
preserve us for his heavenly kingdom

Then wetoo will say concerningthelLord, “To Him beglory forever and ever. Amen!”
-2Ti 418

May our anticipation of death one day mirror that of the gpostle Paul...
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A TaleOf ThreeMen
2nd Timothy 4:10-11

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul nearsthe end of his second epistle to Timothy, he mentions severd people...
a. Demas, Crescens, and Titus, who are no longer with him -2 Ti 4:10
b. Luke Mark, and Tychicus-2 Ti 4:11-12
c. Andothersaswel -2 Ti 4:14-22

2. Aninteresting comparison can be made between three individuasin particular...
a. Demas, who had forsaken Paul
b. Luke, who waswith Paul
c. Mark, who wasto come to Paul

[In“A Tale Of Three Men” , there are lessons to be gleaned that hopefully dl can take to heart.
Let’sbegin by considering...]

|. THE APOSTATE DEMAS

A. THE STORY OF DEMAS...

1.

4.

He served as afellow laborer with Paul

a. Joining Paul and othersin sending greetings - Phe 1:24; Co 4:14

b. During thetime of Paul’sfirg Roman imprisonment

Y et a the end of Paul’s life, he forsook Paul -2 Ti 4:10a

a. Not that he merely left Paul

b. But that heleft himin thelurch, i.e, aandoned Paul - Hendriksen
Because he “loved this present world” - 2 Ti 4:10b

a. Barnesand Gill beieve it smply means Demeas did not want to die

b. Clarke contends Demeas reverted back to Judaism

c. Thetradition is he became gpostate from the faith - cf. Erdman

d. Lovingtheworld iscertainly contrary to loving the Fether - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17
At best, he deeply disappointed Paul; a wordt, he fell away from the Lord

B. WILL WE FOLLOW IN THE STEPS OF DEMAS...?

1.

2.

Beginning alife of faith, only to fal avay?

a. Itisposshbleto fal from grace- Ga 5:4

b. We can become entangled again by the pollution of the world - 2 Pe 2:20-22
c. Wecanfal from our own seadfastness - 2 Pe 3:17

d. We can become hardened by sin’s deceitfulness- He 3:12-14

Loving the world, more than we love God and our brethren?

a. Leting the world' s digtractions render usfruitless? - cf. Lk 8:14

b. Leaving our brethren and God in the lurch?
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[The cause of Chrigt is often hindered by those who forsake their faith and brethren because of their
love for the world. On the other hand, consider...]

II. THE STEADFAST LUKE

A. THE STORY OF LUKE...
1. Hetoo wasafdlow laborer with Paul

a
b.
C.
d.

A Gentile, amedica doctor, “the beloved physician” - cf. Co 4:11,14

Who firg joined Paul a Troas on his second journey (note the “we’) - Ac 16:10-11
Who stayed a Philippi until he rgoined Paul on histhird journey - Ac 20:3-5

Who went to Rome with Paul for hisfirst imprisonment - Ac 27:1; 28:16

2. He proved to be a steadfast companion and faithful Christian

a

b
C.
d

Who wrote the gospd of Luke and the book of Acts

. Possbly the “brother whose praiseisin the gospd” - cf. 2 Co 8:18

Who was with Paul during hisfirg imprisonment - Phe 1:24; Co 4:14

. Who was with Paul during hislast days-2 Ti 4:11

B. WILL WE FOLLOW IN THE STEPSOF LUKE...?
1. Living alife of faith characterized by Seadfastness?

a
b.

Faithful to the Lord in our service? - ¢f. 1 Co 15:58
Remaining faithful seadfast to the end?- cf. He 3:14

2. Pleasing not just the Lord, but a constant source of encouragement to the brethren?

a
b.

Asthe Colossans were to Paul?- Co 2:5
Refreshing the hearts of brethren, as did the household of Stephanus?-1 Co 16:15-18

[What a contrast between Demas and Luke! The difference was deter mined by the dir ection of
ther devotion. Demas loved the world; Luke loved the Lord and his brethren. But let usaso note...]

[II.THE PENITENT MARK

A. THE STORY OF MARK...
1. A manwho proved unreligble & first

a

b.
C.
d.
e.

His name was John, surnamed Mark, son of Mary - Ac 12:12

Hejoined Paul and Barnabas on their return to Antioch - Ac 12:25

He started with Paul and Barnabas on their first journey - Ac 13:5

He left them prematurely and returned to Jerusdlem - Ac 13:13

His departure later caused arift between Paul and Barnabas - Ac 15:36-41

2. A man who eventualy redeemed himsdlf

a
b.
C.
d.

He later proved useful to Paul for ministry -2 Ti 4:11; cf. Co 4:10; Phe 1:24
He was also dear to Peter - 1 Pe 5:13

He wrote the gospel that bears his name (Mark)

Thought to have gone to Alexandriain Egypt and martyred in 62-63 A.D.

B. WILL WE FOLLOW IN THE STEPSOF MARK...?
1. Perhapswe are more like Mark than Luke

a

Our sarvice to God and brethren has not been what it should be
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b. We have not been as steadfast and dependable as Luke
c. Rather than like Luke, we have instead been ‘lukewarm’ - cf. Re 3:15-16
d. Maybelike Mark (and Demas), we have |eft other brethren ‘in the lurch?
2. Yetthe example of Mark gives us hope and direction!
a. Mistakes can be corrected, sin forgiven
b. Wewho may have been usdess can gill become “useful for ministry”
c. Accepting opportunities for restoration and service - cf. Ac 15:39; Re 3:18-19
d. Responding to callsto get back up and continue the race of faith - eg. He 12:12-15

CONCLUSION

1. Andsowehave“TheTaleOf ThreeMen” ...
a. The gpostate Demas
b. The seadfast Luke
C. The penitent Mark

2. Inthe course of our spiritud sojourn in thislife, which person will we belike...?
a. Hopefully never Demad
b. Idedly like Luke
c. Butif necessary, then a least be like Mark

Remember, the differ ence isdeter mined by the dir ection of your devotion. Will you love the world,
or will you love the Lord and His brethren...?
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