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The Epistle To The Galatians

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

The apostle Paul (1:1; 5:2). Thiswas the unanimous view of the early church, and even those modern
critics who challenge the authorship of many of the New Testament books concede that Gaatiansis
truly Pauline.

BACKGROUND OF THE EPISTLE

During hisfirst missionary journey (46-48 A.D.), Paul together with Barnabas had the opportunity to
edtablish saverd churches in the Roman province of Gaatia (Ac 13:14-14:23). On his second trip
(49-52 A.D.), Paul and Silas visited them again (Ac 16:1-5).

It wasn't long, however, before some Jewish Christians came in and began teaching that Gentile
Chrigtians needed to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (Smilar to what happened at Antioch
of Syria, cf. Ac 15:1). In an effort to persuade the Galatians, it appears the tactic was to discredit Paull
as an gpodtle, chalenge his concept of the gospel of Chrigt, and charge his doctrine with leading to
loose living.

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING

Dating Gdaiansis affected by one's view of whether the churches of Gaatiawere located in the north
centrd part of AsaMinor (ethnic Galatia), or in the south central part (the Roman province of Galatia).
The" North Galatia Theory" maintains that the churches were in the north, and that Paul had not
been there until the beginning of his third missonary journey (54-55 A.D.; cf. Ac 18:23). Thiswould
require that Paul wrote his epistle sometime toward the end of that journey, or afterward (i.e., around
57-58 A.D. or later).

| subscribe to the " South Galatia Theory" , which identifies the churches of Gdatia as those
established on Paul'sfirgt journey (cf. Ac 13:14-14:23). | dso bdieve that the meeting described in Ga
2:1-10 took place during the "Jerusdlem Conference' rdated in Ac 15:1-29. This view opens severd
possihilities for the place and time of writing:

¢ Corinth, inthe period of Ac 18:1-17

¢ Antioch, inthe period of Ac 18:22

+ Ephesus, inthe period covered by Ac 19:1-41

¢+ Macedoniaor Achaiain the period of Ac 20:1-3
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With such uncertainty one cannot be dogmatic, but in view of Paul's lengthy stay in Ephesus, that would
seem alikely posshility, and the date would be gpproximately A.D. 55.

PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

The churches in Galaia were being influenced by those who would "pervert the gospe of Chrigt”
(1:6-7; cf. 3:1). Known as"Judaizing teachers’, these individuas taught that Gentile Christians needed
to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (cf. Ac 15:1). Paul recognized that this doctrine would
jeopardize the salvation of those souls who accepted it (cf. 5:4). Because the enemies of the true
gospe were trying to support their case by undermining Paul's authority as an gpostle of Chrigt, it was
necessary to verify that he was truly an gpostle "'not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ
and God the Father" (1:1). Therefore, Paul writes.

TO VERIFY HISAPOSTLESHIP
AND
THE GOSPEL OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH IN CHRIST

Because of his outstanding defense of the gospel of Chrigt in which we have freedom from sin and the
Law, this epistle has frequently been cdled "The Magna Carta Of Chrigtian Liberty."

KEY VERSE: Galatians5:1

" Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do
not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION (1:1-10)

1. Sdutdion (1-5)

2. Reason for the letter (6-10)

|. PAUL'SDEFENSE OF HISAPOSTLESHIP (1:11-2:21)

A. THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF HISGOSPEL (1:11-17)
1. Thess Hisgospd receved directly from God (1:11-12)
2. Hispre-Chrigtian years, and conversion (1:13-17)

B. HISRELATIONSHIP TO THE OTHER APOSTLES (1:18-2:21)
1. Hisfirg vist with Peter, and early years as a Chrigtian (1: 18-24)
2. Thecouncil & Jerusdem (2:1-5)
3. Hissanction by James, Cephas, and John (2:6-10)
4. Hisrebuke of Peter at Antioch (2:11-21)
a. Peer'shypocrisy (2:11-13)
b. His gpeech to Peter, how we are justified by faith in Chrigt (2:14-21)
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II. PAUL'SDEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (3:1-4:31)

A. THE PERSONAL ARGUMENT (3:1-5)
1. How they recaived the Spirit (3:1-4)
2. From whom they recaived the Spirit (3:5)

B. THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT (3:6-25)
1. Theexample of Abraham (3:6-9)
2. Thecurseof the Law (3:10-14)
3. Thepriority of the Promise over the Law (3:15-18)
4. The purpose of the Law (3:19-25)

C. THE PRACTICAL ARGUMENT (3:26-4:7)
1. InChrist they are one, as children of God, Abraham'’s seed, and heirs of the promise
(3:26-29)
2. Redeemed from the law, and adopted as sons, they are no longer daves, but heirs (4:1-7)

D. THE SENTIMENTAL ARGUMENT (4:8-20)
1. Hisfearsover their returning to bondage (4:8-11)
2. Their past and present relationshipsto him (4: 12-20)

E. THE ALLEGORICAL ARGUMENT (4:21-31)
1. Anadlegory for those who desire to be under the Law (4:21-24a)
2. Symboalic of the two covenants; one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, and the
other from the Jerusalem above which makes free (24b-31)

1. THE CALL TO STAND FAST IN THE LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL (5:1-6:10)

A. ALIBERTY THAT EXCLUDESTHE NECESSITY OF CIRCUMCISION (5:1-6)
1. Do not be entangled again with ayoke of bondage (5:1)
2. Circumcison means nothing; requiring it resultsin falling from grace (5:2-4)
3. We should wait for the hope of righteousness with faith working through love (5:5-6)

B. ALIBERTY THAT FULFILLSTHE LAW (5:7-15)
1. Beware of those who would bind the Law (5:7-12)
2. Useyour liberty as an opportunity to serve one another with love, and you will fulfill the
Law (5:13-14)
3. But bewarethat you do not use it as an opportunity for the flesh in which you consume one
another (5:13b,15)

C. ALIBERTY INWHICH ONE ISTO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT (5:16-26)
1. Liberty isnot an excusefor license (5:16-18)
2. Theworks of the flesh contrasted with the fruits of the Spirit (5:19-23)
3. Thosswho are Chrig's have crucified the flesh and are waking in the Spirit (5:24-26)
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D. ALIBERTY WITH A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY (6:1-10)
1. For helping those with burdens (6:1-5)
2. For doing good to dl, thus sowing to the Spirit (6:6-10)

CONCLUSION (6:11-18)

1. A find rebuke to those who would bind circumcision (6:11-13)
2. Paul's confidencein the cross of Christ (6:14-17)
3. Benediction (6:18)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9

According to the" South Galatia Theory", on which journey did Paul establish the
churchesin Galatia?

Where does one read about the establishment of these churches?

What are some of the citiesin which these churcheswere located? (14:20-23)

Among the many possibilitiesfor the place of writing and time of this epistle, which one
seems likely because of Paul's extended stay at that place?

What two things wer e being required of the Gentile Christiansthat jeopardized their
salvation? (cf. Ac 15:1; Ga 5:2-4)

What threetactics appear to have been used by " Judaizing teachers' ?

What isPaul's purpose in writing this epistle?

What has The Epistle To The Galatians been frequently called?

Which versein the book stands out asthe" key" verse?
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tounderstand the divine origin of Paul's gpostieship

2) To gppreciate the danger of twisting the gospd of Christ
SUMMARY

Paul begins his letter to the churches of Gaatiaimmediately addressing a key issue of the epidtle: that he
is an gpodtle "not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Chrigt..." (1). Joined by unnamed
brethren, he sends grace and peace from God and Christ, making reference to the deiverance made
possible by Jesus deeth for our sinsin keeping with God'swill (2-4). Thisin turnsleads to a short

doxology (5).

Without any thanksgiving or prayer for his recipients as found in other epistles, Paul expresseshis
amazement that they are so soon turning to a different gospel being offered by those who wish to
pervert the gospe of Christ (6-7). Thisisfollowed by a condemnation repested for emphasis of
anyone, even an gpodtle or angdl, who would preach a different gospel than they had aready recelved
(8-9). Strong words, yes, but as aservant of Christ Paul is seeking to please God, not man (10).

The gospd preached by Paul was being twisted by those who chalenged his authority as an apostle.
Therefore Paul proceeds to defend both the gospel and his apostleship by stressing that his gospel was
by revdation, and not from man (11-12). Asevidence, Paul relaes his conduct prior to his converson,
and how by the grace of God he was called to preach the gospd to the Gentiles (13-14). That his
gospd was not from man is supported by the scarcity of opportunities he had to be around Peter or the
other apostles (15-20). Inthe early years after his converson, most of his time was spent in Syriaand
Cilicia, with the churches of Judea knowing Paul only by what they heard. And what they heard led
them to glorify God (21-24)!

OUTLINE

|. INTRODUCTION (1-10)

A. SALUTATION (1-5)
1. From Paul, an gpostle, and those with him, to the churches of Galatia (1-2)
2. With adesre for them to have grace and peace from God and Jesus (3)
3. With mention of Christ's sacrifice for our Sins, designed to deliver us from thisevil age, in
keeping with God's will, to Whom be glory forever (4-5)

B. REASON FOR THE LETTER (6-10)
The Book Of Galatians 7
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1. Heisamazed that they are turning from the One who cdled them in the grace of Chrig, to a
different and perverted gospd (6-7)

2. A repeated condemnation againgt anyone (man, gpostle, or angel) who would preach a
different gospel than what they had dready received (8-9)

3. Strong words, yes, but coming from one who seeks to serve Chrigt, not man (10)

II. PAUL'SDEFENSE OF HISAPOSTLESHIP (11-24)

A. THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF HISGOSPEL (11-17)
1. Hisgospe was not according to man, or from man, but directly from Jesus Christ (11-12)
2. A review of hisconduct in Judaism prior to converson (13-14)
3. Upon his converson, an act of Divine revelation itsdf, he did not confer with man, especidly
the apogtlesin Jerusalem (15-17a)
4. But went to Arabia, and then returned to Damascus (17b)

B. HISRELATIONSHIPWITH OTHER APOSTLES (18-24)

1. After three years he went to Jerusdem to see Peter, and only then for fifteen days (18)
a. Hesaw none of the other apostles, except James, the Lord's brother (19)
b. With asolemn declaration he affirms these things to be true (20)

2. Then he went to the regions of Syriaand Cilicia (21)
a. Remaining unknown by face to the churches of Judea (22)
b. They heard only of his preaching brought about by his conversion, and they glorified

God in him (23-24)
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) Inidentifying himsalf asan apostle, what point does Paul stress? (1)

3) Towhom isthisepistlewritten? (2)

4) Why did Jesus give Himsdlf for our sins? (4)

5) Why did Paul marve? (6)

6) What were those who wer e troubling them actually doing? (7)
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7) What does Paul say of those who would preach a different gospe? (8-9)

8) Who was Paul seeking to please? Why? (10)

9) What does Paul stress about the gospel he preached? (11-12)

10) What did Paul remind them concer ning hisformer conduct in Judaism? (13-14)

11) Why did God call Paul and reveal His Son in him? (15-16)

12) Where did Paul NOT go after hisconversion? (17)

13) How long was it before Paul saw any of the apostlesin Jerusalem? Which onesdid he
see? (18-19)

14) Where did he go then? (21)

15) What threethings are said about Paul's connection with the churches of Judea? (22-24)
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To understand why Paul would refuse to circumcise Titus (but then had Timothy circumcised later,
asrecorded in Acts 16:1-3)

2) To appreciate why it was necessary for Paul to rebuke Peter to hisface
3) To undergand why if righteousness comes by the law, then Chrigt's deasth wasin vain
SUMMARY

As Paul continues defending his apostleship, he describes a meeting in Jerusalem fourteen years after the
one with Peter related in chapter one. It was prompted by areveation, and Barnabas and Titus went
with him to meet "those who were of reputation”. The meeting was private, but some fase brethren
were secretly brought in who sought to demand that Titus, a Gentile, be circumcised. Paul refused,
viewing it as an effort to bring them back into bondage from which Chrigt sat them free (1-5).

The result of the meeting was that "those who seemed to be something” added nothing to Paul. In fact,
once they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcised had been given to him just asthe gospd of the
circumcised had been given to Peter, and once James, Cephas, and John perceived the grace that had
been given to Paul, he was extended the right hand of fellowship. They only asked that Paul be mindful
of the poor, something he was very eager to do (6-10).

The rest of the chapter describes a confrontation in Antioch between Peter and Paul. Peter, who was
vigting, at first was willing to est with the Gentiles; but when some came from James, out of fear he
withdrew himsdlf. Through his influence the rest of the Jews, even Barnabas, were carried away into
hypocrisy. This prompted Paul to withstand Peter “to hisface", and to rebuke him in the presence of
dl. Inthe course of hisrebuke, Paul stressed that we are judtified by faith in Chrigt, and not by the
works of the law, otherwise Chrigt died in vain (11-24).

OUTLINE

|. THE MEETING AT JERUSALEM (1-10)

A. INPRIVATE, WITH THOSE OF REPUTATION (1-5)
1. Occurring fourteen years later, accompanied by Barnabas and Titus (1)
2. Spurred to go by revelation, he communicated the gospel he had preached (2)
3. Refused to alow Titus to be circumcised, as some brethren desired who were secretly
brought in to the meeting (3-5)
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B. HISSANCTION BY JAMES, CEPHAS, AND JOHN (6-10)
1. Thosewho seemed to be something (reputation really made no difference) did not add
anything to Paul (6)
2. When those of reputation saw...
a. That the gospd of the uncircumcised had been committed to Paul just asthe gospd of

the circumcised was to Peter (7-8)

b. That James, Cephas, and John percelved the grace given to Paul
...they extended the right hand of fellowship to Paul and Barnabas (9)
3. They asked only that the poor be remembered, something Paul was very eager to do (10)

II. THE CONFRONTATION AT ANTIOCH (11-21)

A. PETER'SHYPOCRISY (11-13)
1. Paul had to withstand Peter to the face, because he would not eat with Gentiles when those
from James came to Antioch (11-12)
2. Peer'sexample of hypocrisy influenced other Jews, even Barnabas (13)

B. PAUL'SREBUKE (14-21)
1. Peter'shypocrisy (14)
a. Hehimsdf, though Jewish, lived as a Gentile

b.

Y et he was compelling Gentiles to live as Jews

2. A summary of Paul's rebuke (15-21)
a. Jewish Chrigians redlize that they are judtified by faith in Chrit, not by the works of the

b.

law by which no flesh can be justified (15-16)

If 1 seek to be judtified by Chrigt through a means which cannot judtify, isn't that making
Chrig aminigter of Sn?(17)

If 1 rebuild that which cannot justify and has been destroyed (i.e., the law), won't |
become a transgressor again? (18)

Through the law, | have died to the law, having been crucified with Chrigt; Christ now
livesin me and thelife | now liveto God isalife of faith in the Son of God (19-20)

If righteousness comes through the law, Chrigt died in vain, and the grace of God has
been set aside (21)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) How long wasit before Paul returned to Jerusalem? Who went with him? (1)

3) What prompted him to go? What did he do there? (2)
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4) What did some who were secretly brought in to this meeting try to get Paul to do? Did Paul
submit to their command? (3-5)

5) How do you reconcile Paul'srefusal to circumcise Titus with the fact that Paul later had
Timothy circumcised? (cf. Ac 16:1-3)

6) When did those who " seemed to be something" add to Paul? (6)

7) What two things prompted them to extend theright hand of fellowship to Paul and
Barnabas? (7-9)

8) What wasthe only thing they asked of Paul? (10)

9) When Peter cameto Antioch, why did Paul find it necessary to withstand him to hisface?
(11-12)

10) Who else was carried away by Peter's hypocrisy? (13)

11) Briefly describe Paul's main argument asfound in ver se 16.

12) How did Paul live hislife, once he had died to the law? (19-20)

13) If righteousness comesthrough the law, what does that say about the death of Christ? (21)
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To perceive how we are clearly judtified by faith in Chrigt, and not by the works of the Law
2) To understand why the Law was given, what purpose it served, and how long it wasto last
3) To appreciate the purpose of baptism asit relates to becoming sons of God
SUMMARY

With adefense of his apostleship behind him, Paul spends the next two chapters defending the gospel he
received by reveation. It isagogpd which proclamsjudtification by faith in Chrigt, not by keeping the
works of the Law. As support, Paul begins by providing a persond argument, asking the Gaatians to
recal how they themsdlves had received the Spirit, and from Whom. That it came not by the works of
the Law but through the hearing of faith should be obvious to them. If they were so begun in the Spirit,
why seek to be made perfect by the flesh (1-5)?

For his next argument, Paul appedls to the Scriptures. First, Genesis 15:6 revedsthat Abraham'sfaith
was accounted to him as righteousness, and Genesis 12: 3 foretold that in Abraham dl the nations
would be blessed. Therefore, those who are of faith are sons of Abraham and blessed dong with him
(6-9). Asfor the Law itsdlf, the Scriptures reved that those who are of the works of the Law are under
acurse, while proclaming that the just shdl live by faith (Deu 27:26; Hab 2:4). Christ, however, has
redeemed us from the curse of the Law and made it possible for the blessing of Abraham to come upon
the Gentiles, especialy that the promise of the Spirit might be received through faith (10-14).

Continuing in his argument from the Scriptures, Paul reminds them that the covenantal nature of the
promise made to Abraham means it cannot be broken. Therefore, the promise (long with its
inheritance) to Abraham and His "Seed" (Christ) remained firm, even when the Law came aong 430
years later (15-18). What was the purpose of the Law then? Paul answers that it was added because
of transgressions until the Seed (Christ) should come. It was not againgt the promises of God, but
because it could not provide life itsdlf, it served the purpose of confining al under sin until the promise
by faith in Jesus could be given to those who bdlieve (19-22). Thusthe law served to keep them under
guard, kept for the faith which would afterward be reveded. To put it another way, it was like a tutor
leading them to Christ where they could be judtified by faith. Once faith had arrived, the tutor was no
longer over them (23-25).

Paul then proceeds with a practica argument to prove we are justified by faith in Christ, which will be
continued on into the fourth chapter. Through faith they have become sons of God in Chrigt, for in being
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baptized into Chrigt they had put on Chrigt (26-27). Being in Chrig, they are now onein Him, with dl
racid, socia, and sexud distinctions removed as it pertainsto savation. Being in Christ also makes
them Abraham'’s seed and thereby heirs according to promise God made to him (28-29).

OUTLINE

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE PERSONAL ARGUMENT (1-5)

A. HOW THEY RECEIVED THE SPIRIT (1-4)

1
2.
3.

4.

Paul's concern that they have been mided (1)

Did they received the Spirit by the hearing of faith, or by the works of the Law? (2)
Having begun their Chridian life in the Spirit, did they expect to be made perfect by the
flesh? (3)

Would this not make their previous suffering in vain? (4)

B. FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVED THE SPIRIT (5)

1.
2.

Congder the One who supplies the Spirit and works miracles among them (5a)
Does He do it by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of faith? (5b)

. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT (6-25)

A. THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM (6-9)

1

2.
3.
4.

Abraham's faith was accounted to him for righteousness (6)

Those who are of faith are sons of Abraham (7)

Asforetold by Scripture, God would justify the nations by faith (8)
Thus, those of faith are blessed dong with beieving Abraham (9)

B. THE CURSE OF THE LAW (10-14)

1.
2.

3.
4,

Those who live by the works of the Law are under a curse (10)

The Old Testament proclaimed that one would be judtified by faith, and not by the Law,
which itself was based upon works (11-12)

Chrigt has redeemed us from the curse of the Law, by His death on the cross (13)

Making it possible for Gentiles to receive the blessng of Abraham in Chrigt, in particular the
promise of the Spirit which isreceived through faith (14)

C. THEPRIORITY OF THE PROMISE OVER THE LAW (15-18)

1.

The Law, given 430 years after the promises to Abraham, did not nullify the covenant and

its promises that God made with Abraham and His "Seed" (15-17)

a. Just asaman's covenant is not to be broken or added to it (15)

b. God made promisesto Abraham and His"Seed", that is, Christ (16)

c. ThelLaw cannot annul the covenant God confirmed with Abraham, so asto make the
promise of no effect (17)

If the inheritance was based the Law, then it is no longer based upon a promise; but it is

obvious that God gave the inheritance by promise, not by the Law (18)

The Book Of Galatians 14



Mark A. Copeland

D. THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW (19-25)
1. It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come (19-20)
2. TheLaw was not againg the promises of God, but served to confine dl under sin until the
promise by faith in Jesus could be given to those who believe (21-23)
3. TheLaw sarved as atutor, leading people to Christ, where they could be judtified by faith
and diminating the need for atutor (24-25)

11.JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE PRACTICAL ARGUMENT (26-29)

A. THEY BECAME SONSOF GOD BY FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS (26-27)
1. It wasthrough faith in Jesus they became sons of God (26)
2. For by being baptized into Chrigt (an act of faith), they had put on Christ (27)

B. THEY ARE ONE IN CHRIST, AND THUS ABRAHAM'S SEED (28-29)
1. InChrig, thereisno diginction, they are dl one (28)
2. In Chrig, they rightfully become Abraham's seed, and thus heirs according to the promise

(29)
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What was Paul afraid had happened to the Galatians? (1)

3) Todemondgratethat they werejustified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law,
what did Paul ask them? (2)

4) What did Paul consgder foolish on their part? (3)

5) Tofurther show that they werejustified by faith, what did Paul ask them? (5)

6) What was accounted to Abraham for righteousness? (6)

7) Who arethetrue sonsof Abraham? (7)
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8) What did the Scriptureforesee that God would do? (8)

9) What isthe condition of those who are of the works of the Law? (10)

10) What did the Old Testament say that makesit evident no oneisjustified by the Law? (11)

11) What did Christ do by becoming a cursefor us? (13)

12) What else did Christ make possible by becoming a curse? (14)

13) To whom wer e the promises made? Whoisthe" Seed" ? (16)

14) How long after the promise or covenant that God made with Abraham did the Law come
in? Did the Law annul the promise? (17)

15) What purpose did the Law serve? How long wasit to last? (19)

16) What function therefore did the Law serve? Arewe ill under the Law? (24-25)

17) How does one become a son of God? (26-27)

18) What happensto theracial, social, and sexual differencesin Christ asthey relateto

salvation? (28)

19) If weare Chrigt's, who are we? (29)
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate the sgnificance and blessedness of recelving the Spirit in our hearts (cf. Jn 7:37-39;
Ac 2:38; 5:32; Ro 5:5; 8:11-17; 15:13; 2 Co 1:22; 5:5; Ep 1:13-14; 3:16; 4:30)

2) Tounderstand Paul's concern over the Galatians observance of holy days (cf. Co 2:16-17;
Gab:4)

3) To comprehend the implications of the dlegory of Hagar and Sarah
SUMMARY

In this chapter Paul continues and concludes his defense of the gospd of judtification by faith in Chrig, in
contrast to seeking judtification by the works of the Law. The previous chapter ended with Paul making
apractical argument, how that by faith they had become the sons of God, the true seed of Abraham and
heirs of the promise, when they put on Chrigt in baptism.

The practica argument continues in the first part of chapter four as Paul describes the condition of those
under the Law prior to the coming of Christ. They were "children”, and redly no different than daves.
But when Christ came, He redeemed those under the Law and made it possible for them to receive the
adoption as"sons'. A specid blessing of this sonship was recaiving the Spirit in their hearts, and now
they are no longer as adave but as a son and a heir of God through Christ (1-7).

Paul then argues dong sentimenta lines. After having come to know the true God and being recognized
by Him, their observance of holy daysisindicative of adesireto return to bondage. That gresatly
concerns Paul, who would have them become like him. He reminds them of their reception of him in the
past, and he hopes that by telling them the truth he has not become their enemy. Wishing he could be
with them in person and use a different tone, he feds like awoman going through labor again as he
seeks to ensure that Christ isformed in them. All of this because he has doubts about them (8-20).

Hisfina argument is an gpped to the Law itsdlf, addressed directly to those who desire to be under it.
He reminds them of Abraham's two sons by Sarah and Hagar, and contends there are alegorica
implications concerning the two covenants. Hagar, the bondwoman who gave birth to Ishmad,
represents the covenant given at Mt. Sinai, and corresponds to physica Jerusdem and the bondage of
those under the Law. Sarah, Abraham's wife who gave birth to Isaac, represents the new covenant and
corresponds to the heavenly Jerusalem which offers freedom to al who accept it. With areminder that
those born of the Spirit can expect persecution by those born according to the flesh, Paul concludes his
defense of the gospd of judtification by faith in Christ by proclaming that those in Chrigt are of not of the
bondwoman but of the free (21-31).
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OUTLINE

. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE PRACTICAL ARGUMENT, cont. (1-7)

A. THEY HAD BEEN ASCHILDREN, NO DIFFERENT THAN SLAVES (1-3)
1. Theillugretion of an heir (1-2)
a. Whileachild, isno different than adave, even though a"master” (1)
b. Under guardians and sewards until the time appointed by the father (2)
2. Inlike manner, they had been as children, in bondage to the eements of the world (3)

B. THEY'VE RECEIVED ADOPTION AS SONS, NO LONGER AS SLAVES (4-7)
1. Attheright time, God sent His Son, born of woman, born under the Law (4)
a. Toredeem those under the Law (5a)
b. That they might receive the adoptions as sons (5b)
2. Becausethey are now "sons' (and not just "children”)...
a. God sent the Spirit into their hearts, crying out "Abba, Father!" (6)
b. Nolonger arethey as"daves', but as "sons', thus heirs of God through Chrigt (7)

II. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE SENTIMENTAL ARGUMENT (8-20)

A. PAUL'SFEAR OVER THEIR CONDITION (8-11)
1. They had come to know God, and to be known by God (8-9a)
2. But they seem to desire to be in bondage again, returning to week and beggarly dements
(9b)
3. Ther observance of holy days gives Paul fear that hislabor wasin vain (10-11)

B. THEIR PAST AND PRESENT RELATIONSWITH HIM (12-20)
1. A pleaforthemtobeasheis(12)
2. A reminder of their past rdaionswith him (13-15)

a. They had not alowed his physicd infirmities to hinder their reception of him and his
gospd (13-14)

b. They were even willing to pluck out their own eyesfor him (15)

Has he become their enemy because he tells them the truth? (16)

4. They are being zealoudy courted by others, but zed is good only when for the right cause
(17-18)

5. Helabors over them again, that Christ might be formed in them, wishing he could change his
tone, but he has doubts about them (19-20)

w

11.JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE ALLEGORICAL ARGUMENT (21-31)

A. AN ALLEGORY FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO BE UNDER THE LAW (21-243)
1. For those who wish to be under the law, will you hear what the law says? (21)
2. For we read Abraham had two sons (22-23)
a. One of abondwoman (Hagar), born according to the flesh (Ishmadl)
b. The other of afreewoman (Sarah), born through promise (Isaec)
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3. Thesethings are symboalic (24a)

B. THE TWO COVENANTS (24b-31)
1. Thetwo women represent two covenants (24b-26)

a. Hagar represents the covenant from Mount Sina (the Law), physicd Jerusdem, and the
bondage shared with her children

b. Sarah represents a new covenant from Jerusalem above (spirituad Jerusaem), which

offersfreedom to dl

As prophesied, the barren woman (Sarah) would have more children (27)

Those under the new covenant are like Isaac, children of promise (28)

Thaose born of the Spirit can expect animodty from those born of the flesh (29)

But the Scripture says that the children of the free woman (Sarah, the Jerusalem above) will

be the heir (30)

6. We are not children of the bondwoman but of the free (31)

absonN

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) What isthe condition of a child, even though an heir? (1-2)

3) What wasthe condition of those under the Law? (3)

4) When did God send His Son? Why? (4-5)

5) Assonsof God, what do we receive? What isour condition? (6-7)

6) What indication wastherethat the Galatians sought to be in bondage again? (8-10)

7) What did Paul fear? (11)

8) How had the Galatians received Paul when hefirst preached the gospel to them? (14)
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9) What werethey apparently willing to do when Paul waswith them? (15)

10) What concern did Paul havein telling them thetruth? (16)

11) Why did Paul wish he could be with them and change histone? (20)

12) For those who desired to be under the Law, what story from the Law does Paul relate?
(21-23)

13) What do the two women represent? (24-26)

14) How are Christianslike I saac? (28,31)
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toseethat liberty in Christ does not mean license to do whatever we want
2) To understand how one might be separated from Chrit, and fal from grace

3) To appreciate the need to wak in the Spirit, and the true evidence of one led by the Spirit
SUMMARY

With verse one, Paul reaches the climax of this epistle, stating what can properly be called the theme of
hisleter: " Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage." He followswith dire warnings about the consequences
of seeking to be circumcised and judtified by the Law. He then reminds them that the hope of
righteousness is for those who through the Spirit eagerly wait for it with afaith working through love
(1-6).

The next few verses continue with warnings about alowing others to hinder their progress, with Paul's
harshest words reserved for those trying to impose circumcision. Y et Paul does not want anyone to
think thet liberty in Christ means license, and encourages them to use their liberty in order to serve one
another inlove. Thetwo-fold benfit of this proper use of liberty isthat one actudly fulfills the Law, and
at the same time does not give the flesh an opportunity to cause them to bite and devour one another
(7-15).

Paul then stresses the need for the Chrigtian to walk in the Spirit so as not to fulfill the lust of the flesh.
He describes the enmity between the flesh and the Spirit, explaining why we must bear the fruit of the
Spirit instead practicing the works of the flesh. Not only is there no inheritance in the kingdom of God
for those engaging in the works of the flesh, but those in Chrigt have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. Having been made dive in the Spirit, they ought to walk in the Spirit so as not to be
conceited, not provoking nor envying one another (16-26).

OUTLINE

|. ALIBERTY THAT EXCLUDESTHE NECESSTY OF CIRCUMCISION (1-6)

A. STAND FAST INTHE LIBERTY CHRIST HASMADE POSSIBLE (1)
1. A cdl to gand strong in the freedom we now have in Chrigt (1a)
2. A pleanot to be entangled again with a yoke of bondage (1b)

B. CIRCUMCISION ISNO LONGER NECESSARY (2-4)
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If oneiscircumcised out of abdief it is necessary, Christ will profit you nothing (2)
Observing circumcision as a necessity requires kegping the whole law (3)

Attempting to bejudtified by the Law will separate you from Christ and you will thereby fall
from grace (4)

C. THE BASISFOR OUR HOPE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (5-6)

1.
2.

Through the Spirit and by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness (5)
Circumcision isinconsequentid; whet availsis faith working through love (6)

II. ALIBERTY THAT FULFILLSTHE LAW (7-15)

A. A WARNING ABOUT THOSE WHO WOULD BIND THE LAW (7-12)

1.
2.
3.

4.

Despite agood start, they were being hindered and it did not come from God (7-8)
Beware of the influence of "alittle leaven” (9)

Paul is confident the Gdatians will come around, and that the Lord will judge the trouble
makers (10)

A reminder that Paul himself was not preaching circumcision, with a strong condemnation of
those who were troubling them (11-12)

B. A PROPER USE OUR LIBERTY WILL FULFILL THE LAW (13-15)

1.
2.

Use our liberty to serve one another in love, and the Law will be fulfilled (13-14)
Abuse your liberty, and it will be an opportunity to consume one another! (13b,15)

[II.ALIBERTY INWHICH ONE ISTO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT (16-26)

A. WE MUST WALK IN THE SPIRIT (16-18)

1.
2.

Only then will we not fulfill the flesh, which is contrary to the Spirit (16-17)
If we are led by the Spirit, we are not under the Law (18)

B. THEWORKSOF THE FLESH VS. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT (19-23)

1.

2.

The works of the flesh...

a. ldentified by Paul (19-21a)

b. Will keep one from inheriting the kingdom of God (21b)
Thefruit of the Spirit...

a. ldentified by Paul (22-23a)

b. Agang whichthereisno law (23b)

C. THOSE WHO ARE CHRIST'SARE TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT (24-26)

1.
2.
3.

For they have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (24)
For they livein the Spirit (25)
Therefore they should not be conceited, provoking and envying one another (26)
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REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) What does Paul enjoin which serves asthe theme of this epistle? (1)

3) What aretwo consequences of becoming circumcised in order to be saved? (2-3)

4) What two things happen when one seeksto be justified by the Law? (4)

5) How areweto eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness? (5)

6) What truly avails something in Christ Jesus? (6)

7) What saying did Paul usetoillustrate the danger of the false teachers? (9)

8) What did Paul wish those who were so bent on enfor cing circumcision would do? (12)

9) What would be a misuse of our liberty in Christ? How should we useit instead? (13)

10) What one command fulfillsthe Law? (14)

11) How does a Chrigtian avoid fulfilling the lust of the flesh? (16)

12) If oneisled by the Spirit, what istheir relation to the Law? (18)

13) List the works of the flesh as described by Paul (19-21)
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14) What will betrue of those who practice the works of the flesh? (21)

15) What elements constitute the fruit of the Spirit? (22-23)

16) What have those who are Christ's done? (24)

17) If onelivesin the Spirit, what is expected of them? (25)

18) How would people manifest that they are walking in the Spirit? (26)
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The Epistle To The Galatians
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toseethat liberty in Chrigt involves responsbility toward others and our own salves

2) To gppreciate the principlesinvolved in "sowing" and "regping”, especidly asthey rdate to the flesh
and Spirit

3) To undergand the importance of becoming "anew creation” in Christ Jesus
SUMMARY

Inthisfina chapter, Paul reveds that liberty in Chrigt involves responghilities. Those who are "spiritud”
areto restore those overtaken in trespasses, and dl are to bear one another's burden thereby fulfilling
the "law of Chrig" (1-2). At the sametime, each Chrigtian ought to examine himsdlf and seek to bear
hisown load (3-5). Further responsibilitiesinvolve sharing with those who teach, and not growing
weary in doing good to al, especidly those of the household of faith. As motivation to do good, Paul
reminds them of the principles of "sowing" and "regping’”, particularly asit relates to the flesh and Spirit
(6-10).

Paul's concluding remarks include an ingght into the motivation behind those seeking to compel
circumcison. While such people may seek to glory in the flesh, Paul himsdlf will only glory in the cross
of the Lord Jesus Chrigt (11-14). Summarizing his whole epistle in one verse, Paul reassarts that
circumcision isinconsequentiad, and that in Chrigt Jesus becoming anew creetion iswhat redly matters
(15). With apleafor no one to trouble him since he bears in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus, Paull
closesthis epistle with a prayer of peace, mercy, and grace upon those who walk according to his
teaching, and upon the Isradl of God (16-18).

OUTLINE

|. ALIBERTY WITH A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY (1-10)

A. INTHE MATTER OF BEARING BURDENS (1-5)
1. Bewilling to bear one another's burdens (1-2)
a. Thosewho are spiritual ought to restore those overtaken in atrespass (1)
b. Bearing one another's burdens fulfillsthe law of Chrigt (2)
2. Bewilling to bear your own burden (3-4)
a. If onethinks himsdf to be something when he is not, he decelves himsdlf (3)
b. Examine your own work, and bear your own load (4)

B. INTHE MATTER OF GENEROSITY (6-10)
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1. Those who are taught should share in dl good things with those who teach (6)
2. Principles governing sowing and regping (7-9)

a. What aman sows, that he will adso regp (7)

b. Sow to the flesh, and you regp corruption; sow to the Spirit, and you regp everlasting
life (8)

c. Don't grow weary in doing good, for in due time we shdl regp if we do not lose heart
©)

3. Wherethereis opportunity, do good to dl, especidly to those of the household of faith (10)

II. CONCLUDING REMARKS (11-18)

A. A FINAL REBUKE OF THOSE WHO WOULD BIND CIRCUMCISION (11-13)
1. Thelargeletters confirm that Paul has written with his own hands (11)

2.

3.

The motivation behind those who compel others to be circumcised (12,13b)

a. They desreto make agood showing in the flesh (12a)

b. They do not want to suffer persecution for the cross of Christ (12b)

c. They wishtoglory inyour flesh (13b)

Those who would bind circumcision do not even keep the Law themsdves (13a)

B. PAUL'SOWN CONFIDENCE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST (14-17)

1.

5.

God forbid that he might glory in anything other than in the cross of Jesus (14a)

2. For by Christ the world has been crucified to him, and he to the world (14b)
3.
4. For those who abide by this same rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the |sragl

In Chrigt, circumcision is inconsequentid; what mattersis anew cregtion (15)

of God (16)
Let no onetrouble him, for he bearsin his body the marks of the Lord Jesus (17)

C. BENEDICTION (18)

1.

Directed toward the brethren

2. That the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with their spirit

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) What should those who are™ spiritual” bewilling to do? What attitudes should accompany
them in what they do? (1)

3) How can we fulfill " the law of Chrigt" ? (2)
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4) What responsbility is placed upon each person? (4)

5) What responshbility doesthe person taught have toward the one who teaches? (6)

6) What three principles are given by Paul concerning " sowing" and " reaping" ? (7-9)

7) Aswe have opportunity, what isour responsibility? (10)

8) What motivation does Paul ascribe to those who would compd circumcision? (12-13)

9) What wastheinconsistency of those compelling circumcision? (13)

10) In what did Paul glory? (14)

11) In Christ Jesus, what isit that avails anything? (15)

12) Upon whom did Paul pray for peace and mercy? (16)

13) Why did Paul ask that no onetrouble him? (17)

14) What was Paul'sfinal benediction to the Galatians? (18)
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