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Mark A. Copeland

The Religion Of Islam
The Origins Of Islam

INTRODUCTION

1. Recent eventsin the Middle East and the U.S. has brought the religion of 1dam to the public eye
and generated much interest...

a

b
c
d.
e

The hostage crissin Iran in the late 1970s

. Thewar with Iraq in the early 1990s
. The atack on the World Twin Towers and the Pentagon in 2001

The U.S. war againd internationa terrorism in response

. The lsradli-Pdegtinian conflict over the past fifty years

2. Theincreasing popularity of Idam has aso caught the atention of many...

a
b.
C.

d.

It is estimated there were 1.6 billion (one-fourth of the world population) Mudimsin 1998

Many live in the Arab world (120 million)

Many more live in countries such as Iran, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, the

Philippines, Maaysa, China, remnants of the USSR, Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and Sudan

Itistheworld’sfastest growing religion...

1) It has grown 235% from 1935 to 1983 (“Chrigtianity” - 47%)

2) Anedimated 10 million Mudims reside in the United States (1996)

3) 34,000 Americans have converted to Iam following the events of September 11 (the
highest rate of converson since Idam arrived in America)

-- Idamic Web (http://idamicweb.com/begin/statistics.htm)

3. Such growth can be attributed to a number of different factors...

a

b
C.
d.
e

High birth rates

. Militant and evangdligtic fervor

Independence of 1damic countries
Wedth (ail)
Education in other countries

4. Chridians neaed to become more familiar with Idam...

a

b.

To better understand world events, our neighbors, and in some cases, our enemies
To be able to share the gospd of Chrigt with those who in many cases know the Bible better
than many professing “Chridians’

[In view of the need to understand the religion of Idam, let’ stake a brief ook at the origins of Idam...]

|. THE BEGINNING OF ISLAM

A. MUSLIMSPOINT TO ABRAHAM, MOSES, DAVID, JESUS...

1. They bdieve Abraham (together with his son Ishmael) founded, in what isnow M ecca, the
first temple in the world for the worship of asingle God (whose name in Arabic is Allah)
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2. Tha Moses, David, Jesus, and others were prophets sent from Allah
a. That God delivered the Torah to Moses, but it was corrupted by the Jews
b. Tha God ddivered the Gospd to Jesus, but it was distorted by the gpostles

3. “Mudimsbdievein dl Messengers of Allah without any discrimination among them, as
every known nation has a Warner or messenger from Allah. They were chosen by God to
teach humanity and deliver His Divine message. The Qur’ an mentions the name of some of
them including Jews including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Ishmae!, |saac, Jacob, Joseph, Job,
Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, Elias, Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus (peace be upon
them).” - IdamicWeb.com

4. “Mudimsbdievein dl origind scriptures and revelations of Allah, acoepting them asthe
guiding light that the messengers received to show their respective people the right path to
Him. However, some of these books and revelations had been lost or corrupted before the
revelation of the Qur’ an. The only authentic and complete book of Allah in existence today
isthe Qur’an, which has been preserved as it was reveded to prophet Muhammad through
Angd Gabrid inits prigtine, pure form.” - ibid.

B. THE ROLE OF MUHAMMAD...

1. “InlIdam there can be no confusion or doubt that Muhammad was a man, and only aman,

chosen by the Creetor to fulfill adivine misson as a prophet. Muhammad's misson was
literdly to ‘read” what Allah had ordered and ordained, nothing more. The Prophet

received his revelaions from God, sometimes in solitude, sometimes in the presence of
others. Words flowed from his mouth in away that others described as inspired. Thiswas
Muhammead' s wahy (divine ingpiration or revelation). Mudims believe that the Qur’ an isthe
Word of Allah expressed through the revelations to the Prophet.” - Introduction To
Idam, M. Cherif Bassouni (http://www.mideasti.or ¢g/library/idam/intr oidam.htm)

2. “Thehigtory of the Prophet, his deeds and sayings, were & first memorized by his
companions and passed on as oral record. They were first comprehensively recorded by
the historian Ishaq ibn Yasar (ca. 768). Later the deeds and sayings of the Prophet (the
hadith), the circumstances surrounding their occurrence, and the evidence of those who
first witnessed and reported them to others were recorded by a number of scholars.” - ibid.

[Mudims thus believe that Iam goes back even to Adam, Noah, and Abraham. They base this on the
proclamations of Muhammad. Because of the sgnificance of Muhammad and his successorsto Idam, it
isbeneficid to have a least abasic understanding of ...]

II. THE EARLY HISTORY OF ISLAM

A. THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD...

1. 570 - Borninto the leading tribe Quraysh of the town of M ecca
a. Father diesbefore hisbirth, his mother dies when he was six years old
b. Raised by hisgrandfather, then hisuncle Abu Talib
c. Namemeans“highly praised,” and many have taken name since

2. Asayouth, he travels with trading caravans and is exposed to many teachings, including
Judaism and Chrigtianity

3. 595 - At age 25, he marries awidow named K hadija fifteen years his senior, who becomes
adevoted companion
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4. 610 - Clamsto recave thefirg revelations of the Qur’ an from the angd Gabridl...
a. Inacaveon thesummit of Mt. Hira, where he often went to pray and fast
b. Commissoned to be the Messenger of God, to reved the word of Allah
c. A processinvolving a series of reveationslasting the rest of hislife (23 yrs)
d. [lliterate, he recited while others wrote words
5. 612 - Beginsteaching in ardigioudy voldile amosphere
a. Pagansinfluenced by idolatry did not like his monotheism
b. Jewsand Christians balked & his clam of revelations
c. Heconvertshiswife, hiscousn Ali, and friend Abu Bakr (successor)
d. Inthreeyears, forty people accept Idam
e. Rdationswith histribe (the Quraysh) become tense; persecution of Mudims begns
f.  In 615 he encourages 80 Mudims to emigrate to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) for safety
6. 616 - Persecution of Mudimsin Meccaintensfies
a. A banagang marrying or trading with the Mudims lasts two years, causing food
shortages
b. Shortly after the banislifted, his beloved wife Khadija dies
c. In619 hisuncle and protector Abu Tdib dies, exposng Muhammad to greet risk
7. 620 - Arabsfrom Yathrib (M edina) make contact
a. Theenvoys convert to Idam; pledge not to fight the Mudims
b. Invite Muhammad to cometo Y athrib and lead their ummah (community)
8. 621 - Theeventsof al-Israa and al-Miraaj supposedly take place
a. al-lsraa - Gabrie takes Muhammead to Jer usalem and back in one night
1) From the Kabahin Meccato what is now known as The Dome Of The Rock
2) Muhammad meets Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and others
b. al-Miraaj - Muhammad taken to the heavens to see the sgns of God
8. 622 - Muhammad and seventy familiesflee to Yathrib (M edina) (250 miles N)
a. Leadersof thetribe of Qurayshplot to kill him; Gabriel warns Muhammed to flee
b. Cdled hijrah (“the Night of Migration”); this marks the beginning of the Mudim era
C. Residents of Meccaview the hijrah as a defection; vow revenge
9. 624 - Two mgor developments occur
a. Thechangeof giblah (direction of prayer); toward Meccainstead of Jerusdem
1) Muhammad tdlls the congregation to turn around and pray toward Mecca
2) Thisbegan to diginguish them from Judaism and Chridtianity
b. Theadoption of ghazu (raid), raiding caravans for booty to support families
1) Muhammead leads a band to intercept the largest Meccan caravan for that year
2) Thisleadsto the Battle of Badr, in which Mudims defeat alarge Meccan army
10. 625 - The Battle of Uhud, outside Medina
a. Army of Mecca defests the Mudims
b. Jewish tribes of Qaynugah and Nadir expdled from Medinafor collaborating with
Mecca
c. In626 he began to take severd wives, favorite is Aisha (daughter of Abu Bakr)
11. 627 - The Baittle of the Trench
a. Mudims (3000) defeat a much larger Meccan army (10,000)
b. Followed by the massacre of 700 men of the Jewish tribe of Qurayzah, their women
and children sold as daves
1) For their support of the Meccans against the Mudlims, perceived as betraya
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2) It did not lead to hodtility toward Jewsin generd

12. 628 - Treaty of Hudaybiyyah

a
b.

Peace is made between Medina and Mecca
Muhammad now the most powerful man in Arabia

13. 630 - Meccans violate the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah

a

oo o

Muhammead marches on Mecca with alarge amy of Mudims and their dlies

Mecca concedes defeat without a fight

Muhammad takes the city without bloodshed; no one forced to convert to Idam

He destroys the idols around the K abah (believed to have been built by Adam, rebuilt
by Abraham and Ishmadl), rededicating it to Allah, and gives the old pagan rites of the
hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) an Idamic dgnificance

14. 632 - Muhammad dies; Abu Bakr elected as hiskhalifah (representative)

a

b.

Virtudly dl the tribes of Arabiahad joined the ummah (Mudim community) ether as
converted Mudims or Confederates
Single-handedly, Muhammad had brought peace to war-torn Arabia

-- Adapted from the chronology in Idam - A Short History, by Karen Armstrong, also
helpful was the Biography Of Prophet Muhammad, by Dr. A. Zahoor and Dr. Z. Haq
(http://user s.er ols.com/zenithco/muhammad.html)

B. AFTER THE DEATH OF MUHAMMAD...
1. 632-34 - Thecdiphate of Abu Bakr, Muhammead's close friend and early follower, whose
rule was chiefly preoccupied by the wars of riddah (apostasy)

a

b.

C.

Usamah leads expedition to Syria. Battles of Zu Qissa and Abrag. Battles of Buzakha,
Zdaar and Nagra. Campaigns againgt Bani Tamim and Musailima, the Liar.
Campaignsin Bahrain, Oman, Mahrah Y emen, and Hadramaut. Raids in Irag. Battles
of Kazima, Mazar, Waga, Ullas, Hirah, Anbar, Ein at tamr, Daumatul Jandal and
Firaz

Battles of Basra, Damascus and Ajnadin. Death of Abu Bakr.

2. 634-44 - Thecdiphate of Umar ibn al-K atthab, another associate of Muhammad who
preserved the unity of the ummah by extending the ghazu (raids) to neighboring countries

00T

g.

h.
I.

Battles of Namaraq and Sagatia

Battle of Bridge. Battle of Buwaib. Conquest of Damascus. Battle of Fahl.

Battle of Yermuk. Battle of Qaddyia. Conquest of Madain.

Conquest of Syria. Fal of Jerusalem (638). Baitle of Jdula

Conquest of Jazirah. Conquest of Khuizistan. Advance into Egypt.

Capture of the post of Caesariain Syria. Conquest of Shustar and Jande Sabur in
Perda. Battle of Babylon in Egypt. Battle of Nihawand. Conquest Of Alexandriain
Egypt.

Battle of Rayy in Persga. Conquest of Egypt. Conquest of Azarbaijan and Tabaristan
(Russia).

Conquest of Fars, Kerman, Sistan, Mekran and Kharan.

Martyrdom of Umar (assassinated by a Persian prisoner of war in amosque of Meding)

3. 644-56 - The cdiphate of Uthman ibn Affan, another associate of Muhammad who
continued the ghazu
a. Campagnsin Khurasan, Armeain and AsaMinor.

b.

Campaignsin North Africa. Conquest of the idand of Cypress.
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Campaigns againg the Byzantines.
Navd battle of the Masts againg the Byzantines.
Discontentment and disaffection againg the rule of Uthman.
Martyrdom of Uthman (assassinated by discontented Mudim soldiers who proclam Ali
ibn Abi Tdib asthe new cdiph)
4. 656-660 - Thecdiphate of Ali ibn Abi Talib, cousn of Muhammad. A five year civil war
ensues, known asthefirg fitnah (time of temptation)
a. Battleof the Camd. Aisha, Muhammad' s wife and others lead arebdlion againg Ali
for not avenging Uthman’s murder. They are defeated.
b. In Syriathe oppostion isled by Uthman's kinsman Muawiyyah ibn Abi Sufyan
c. An dtempt to arbitrate leads to Muawwiyyah deposing Ali and proclaming himself
cdiphin Jerusdlem
d. Ali ismurdered by aKhargjite extremist. Ali’s supporters acclam his son Hasan asthe
next caiph, but he abdicates and Muawiyyah becomes caliph who starts what becomes
known as the Umayyad dynasty (moving the capital from Medinato Damascus)
-- Adapted from the chronology in Idam - A Short History, by Karen Armstrong; aso
from the chronology at Idamic Web (http://idamicweb.com/history/chr onology.htm)

ol SR

CONCLUSION

1. Thishasbeen abrief look at the first generation of Mudimsin the period of Muhammead and the first
thirty years after his death

2. Thefirg four successors to Muhammead are known as the Rashidun (“rightly guided” cdiphs)...
a. They were companions of the prophet Muhammad
b. “..ther period of rule would be just as formétive as that of the Prophet himsdf. Mudimswould
define themselves and their theology according to the way they assess the turbulent, glorious and
tragic events of these years.” - Karen Armstrong, ibid.
--  Theimportance of knowing the history of Muhammad'’slife, and that of hisimmediate
successor s, will become apparent in a later study

3. Inview of such aturbulent and violent history, can Idam truly be ardigion of peace...?

a Itsadherentssay “Yed”, and most Mudimstoday are very peaceful

b. “Theword‘Idam’ isderived from the same root as the words salaam (peace) and silm (the
condition of peace). Idam means to abandon onesdf in peace. A Mudim, consequently, is one
who in peace gives or surrenders himsdlf or hersaf to God. Idam means accepting the faith
fredy—heart, mind, and soul. Surrendering to Idam, as aresult, means giving onesdf to belief
without reservation, accepting the tenets of faith, and following both the letter and the spirit of
the Qur’an's prescriptions.” - Introduction To Idam, M. Cherif Bassiouni
(http:/imvww.mideasti.or g/library/idam/introidam.htm)

C. Yetthereare dementsof Idam as proclaimed by Muhammad that cause many non-Mudimsto
wonder

In our next study, we will take alook the holy book of 1dam, the Qur’ an...
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The Religion Of Islam
TheQur’an

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous sudy, we briefly surveyed the origins of the religion of Idam...
a. Mudimsbdieveitisthe origind religion, going dl the way back to Adam
b. They bdieve Muhammead isthe last of along line of prophets, including Noah, Abraham,
Moses, David, and Jesus
c. Dueto the efforts of Muhammad and his successors, Idam quickly spread from Arabia

2. In610 A.D., Muhammad claimed to receive hisfirg reveation from the angd Gabridl...
a. Inacaveonthesummit of Mt. Hira, where he often went to pray and fast
b. Hewas commissioned to be the Messenger of God, to reved the word of Allah
c. A processinvolving a series of reveationslasting the rest of hislife (23 yrs)
d. llliterate, he recited while others wrote the words

[The“revdations’ of Muhammad are written and preserved in what is cdled the Qur’an (or Koran),
the holy book of Idam...]

|. THE ORIGIN OF THE QUR’AN

A. ASGIVEN TO MUHAMMAD...
1. “TheQur’an (literdly, recitation) contains 114 chapters reveded to the Prophet during a
period of 23 years from 609 to 632, the year of hisdeath.” - Introduction To Idam, M.
Cherif Bassouni (http:/Mmww.mideasti.or g/library/idam/introidam.htm)
2. “Thedivine revelations were manifested in divine ingpiration, which the Prophet sometimes
uttered in the presence of his companions.” - ibid.

B. ASPRESERVED FOR MUSLIMS...

1. “Hiswordswere passed onin the ord tradition of his Arabic culture.” - ibid.

2. “They (his adherents) memorized and documented the divine messages delivered to
Muhammad on makeshift materia, such as pam leaves, fragments of pottery and, according
to traditiona accounts, on the shoulder-blades of camels.” - Solomon Nigosian, I|dam:
TheWay Of Submission

3. “Someforty years after his death they were transcribed in the written form that has been
preserved to date without change.” - Bassiouni, ibid.

[To appreciate what the Qur’ an means to the average Mudim.. ]

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE QUR’AN

A. TOISLAM IN GENERAL...
1. “Thecentrd aticle of Idamic fath, from which dl dseflows, isthet God (Allahin Arabic)
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has spoken to mankind in the Qur’ an.”

2. “The Qur'an (meaning Recitation) is, for Mudims, the find word of God and as such
contains His divine message to mankind as reveded to His Prophet Muhammed.”

3. “Thisdivine communication is seen asthe fina stage in along series of divine messages
conducted through specific messengers or prophets chosen by God, starting with Adam and
ending with Muhammed.”

4. “Ineach case, however, the message was dtered and fasified by the perversity of later
generations.”

5. “Fndly, God reveded His message in a definitive form to the Prophet Muhammead through
the archangdl Gabrid.”

6. The Qur' an, then, isthe infalible message or word of God.” - Nigosian, ibid.

B. TOMUSLIMSIN PARTICULAR...

1. “’Youwill never understand this power and warmth of reigion among us [Mudims] until you
can fed in your heart the poetry and music of the noble Qur'an.””

2. “Indeed, the chanting of the Qur' an isthe primary music of Idam. It isthe soul of Idam and

is reflected in the speech of dl faithful Mudims”

“Mudim piety and even scholarship demand memorization and recitation of the Qur' an.”
“Indeed, the divine injunction is ‘ Recite the Qur'an’ (Qur’an 73:20f). Hence, the pledge of
true discipleship liesin recruiting the memory and the voice”

5. “Recitation of the Qur'an in Idam isequivaent to astatement of ‘fath’ in Chridtianity.

Hence, the primary sign of atrue Mudim is recitation of the Qur’an.”

6. “Tradition ascribes the following sayings to the Prophet Muhammed, thus serving asa
reinforcement to the habit of recitation:

a. ‘If any man recites the Qur’ an and memorizes it, God will cause him to enter Paradise
and will grant him the right to intercede successfully for ten people of his household, all
of whom deserve Hell Fire’

b. *The best man among you is he who learns the Qur’ an and teachesiit.’

c. ‘LearntheQur an, reciteit and deep.’

d. ‘Themog excdlent act of worship isthe reciting of the Qur'an.”” - ibid.

> w

[Without going into greet detail, some remarks abouit...]

1. THE CONTENT OF THE QUR’AN

A. THE DIVISIONS OF THE QUR’AN...
1. “ltis..divided into 114 chapters (caled suras), aranged in order of length from the longest
to the shortest, except for a short opening prayer in Chapter 1.”
2. “Thehead of every chapter in the Qur’ an (except the ninth, which is considered a
continuation of the eighth) is prefixed by the following auspicatory statement: ‘In the name
of the most merciful God.” - ibid.

B. THE LANGUAGE OF THE QUR’AN...
1. “..Mudimsings that the Qur'an was reveded in Arabic (Qur' an 43:1); thisdivine origin is,
according to pious Mudims, inimitable.”
2. “..Mudims have deprecated, if not prohibited, any attempts to render the Qur’an in any
The Religion Of ISam 9
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other language than Arabic, Snceto trandate it is tantamount to profaning the sacred
language God chose as His instrument of communication.”

3. “Mudimsand even non-Mudim scholars of Idam universaly acclam the Qur'an as
representative of the purest and most eegant forms of the Arabic language.”

4. “Among adherents, the unexcelled literary style of Qur’ anic Arabic is one of the proofs of its
divine origin (Qur'an 12:2)” - ibid.

C. THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE QUR’AN...
1. Thefirg sura (chapter) isashort prayer of 7 ver ses
a. Cdled”Al Fatihah” (The Opening)
b. Described by Mudims as “the Essence of the (Qur’an)”
2. The second and longest sura contains 286 ver ses
a. Cdled”Al Bagarah” (TheHeifer)
b. It summarizes much of the whole teaching of the Qur’an
c. Among its contents.

1
2)
3)
4)
5

6)

7)
8)

9)

The sory of the creation of man - 2:30-39

The story of Isradl - 2:40-86

The story of Moses and Jesus, how revelaions given to them were corrupted by

those who followed them - 2:87-121

The story of Abraham, how he and Ishmae! built the Kabah (the house of Allah) in

the city of Mecca - 2:122-141

How the Kabah was now to be the center of universal worship and symbol of

I[damic unity - 2:142-167

Ordinances to guide the Idamic ummah (community) - 2: 168-242

a) With admonitions to faith, kindness, prayer, charity, probity, patience

b) Pertaining to food and drink, bequests, fadts, jihad, wine and gambling,
treatment of orphans and women, etc.

The concept of jihad explained in the story of Saul, Goliath, and David, in contrast

to the story of Jesus - 2:243-253

A reinforcement thet true virtue liesin practica deeds of manliness, kindness, and

good faith - 2:254-283

A concluding exhortation to faith, obedience a sense of persond respongbility and

prayer - 2:284-286

From The Holy Qur’an: Text, Trandation and Commentary by Abdullah

Yusuf Ali, p. 16

3. Theremaining suras expound upon Smilar themes
a) Oftenin responseto events (such as war and peace) as they occurred in the course of
the life of Muhammead and the Mudim ummah - e.g., Suras 3-5,8-9
b) Often reteling histories of Biblical characters, supposedly correcting corruptions of such
gtories as held by Jews and Chrigtians - e.g., Suras 7,10-15,19-22

CONCLUSION

1. Iltisdifficult for non-Mudimsto comprehend how the Qur an is venerated by Mudims...
a. Insome countries, children under ten are required to memorize the whole book
b. It has been said that the Qur’ an as the Word of God isto Mudims what Jesus as the Word of

The Religion Of Islam
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God isto Chrigians

2. Inthisbrief introduction and survey of the Qur' an...
a. My purpose has not been to debunk, point out weaknesses, contradictions, etc.
b. My purpose has been to try to present it as viewed by Mudims
-- In keeping with the principle: Seek first to understand, then to be understood

The better one understands the origin and content of the Qur’ an, the more effective they will beto share
the gospel to Mudims. The sameis true with understanding some of the beliefs and practices of the
Idamic faith, which we shdl survey in our next sSudy...

The Religion Of Islam 1



Mark A. Copeland

The Religion Of Islam
The Tenets Of Idam

INTRODUCTION

1. Thusfar inthisbrief introduction to Idam we have reviewed...

a
b.

The higoricd origins of Idam in the life of Muhammead and his early followers
The origin and importance of the Qur'anin Idam

2. Inthisstudy, we shal summarize some of the main tenets of Idam...

a
b.

Its beliefs
Its practices

[We begin this study by reviewing severd bdiefs as hdd by Mudims...]

I. FUNDAMENTAL ARTICLESOF FAITH

A.

GOD...

1. Idam “ispredicated on the belief that there is but one God, Allah, the Creator of the
universe and of humankind...Mercy and compassion are his principd qualities.”

-- Introduction To Idam, M. Cherif Bassiouni
(http:/Mmww.mideasti.or g/library/idam/intr oidam.htm)

2. “Thefirg and most essentid dement in Idamic theology is the doctrine of God (Allah).”
a. “Truebdief demands an uncompromising monotheism.”
b. Muhammad “accused Chrigians of being polytheists because of their belief in the

Trinity”
-- Solomon Nigosian, Idam: The Way Of Submission
3. Thusthey view Jesus as Smply a prophet, not the Son of God - cf. Qur’an 4:171; 5:73,75

ANGELS...

1. “Angesare frequently mentioned in the Qur'an.”

2. “They are God' s messengers who exercise a potent influence on both the life of humans and
the life of the universe”

3. “..angdsaesadto act asintermediaries asking God to forgive the offenses of believers’
- Qur’an 40:7

4. “Atthetime of death, the souls of humans are received by angds (Qur’an 6:93; 8:52;
16:30; 47:29), who have kept arecord of their actions (Qur’an 6:61; 43:80; 82:10) and
will witness for or againgt them on the Day of Judgment (Qur’an 21:103; 13:24; 33:43)”

-- Nigosan, ibid.

BOOKS (SCRIPTURES)...

1. “Oneof the centrd doctrines of Idamic fathisbdlief in dl of God's reveded messages,
which now consst of four books: Torah, Psalms, Gospels, and Qur’an.”

2. “Thesefour Books are to be regarded as Holy Scriptures, even though the three Books
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preceding the Qur’ an include certain human imperfections.”

“With the gppearance of the Qur’ an, the noblest of the Books, these earlier Books, it is
believed, were abrogated.”

“..itisan article of faith that the purpose of the Qur’ an isto preserve origind divine
revelaions by restoring the eternd truth of God.” (Qur’an 5:44-48)

“Since the Qur’ an dorogates dl earlier Books, its ordinances continue to remain in force
until the Day of Judgment...”

Nigosian, ibid.

. PROPHETS (MESSENGERS)...

1.

2.

2.

“To dl peoplesand in dl ages, God sent prophets or messengers to proclaim the Oneness

of God and to warn humanity of the future judgment (Qur’ an 10:47; 16:36).”

The Qur’ an mentions many by name: - cf. Qur’an 6:83-90

a. Mog are Old Testament figures (Adam, Enoch, Noah, Lot, Abraham, Ishmad, Isaec,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Elijah, Elisha, David, Solomon, Job, Jonah, Ezra)

b. Three are from the New Testament (Zacharias, John, Jesus)

“Jugt as Adam isregarded by Mudims as the first prophet sent by God, so Muhammad is

the *sedl of the prophets’ through whom God reveds His eternd message in its definitive

form (Qur’an 33:40).”

“Muhammead's life and death marked the end of prophecy since his prophetic misson

satisfied for dl time any need or demand for another prophet.”

Nigosian, ibid.

. THE DAY OF JUDGMENT...
1.

“The Last Day, or the find Day of Judgment, occupies avery important placein Qur'an and

in the Hadith.”

“The vivid description of the events leading up to the Last Day and the eaborate portrayd

of the find judgment are very smilar to the book of Reveation...” - cf. Qur’an 81:1-14;

82:1-19; 69:13-37

”...Idamic doctrine associates the coming of ‘ The Guided One’ (Mahdi) with Sgns thet

foreshadow the Last Day.”

a. “Some Sunni Mudims bdlieve that an individud from the family of the Prophet
Muhammad will gppear and reign for seven years to make the religion of Idam
triumphant throughout the world before the end comes.”

b. “Mogt Sunni scholars, however, identify this Messianic figure with the prophet Jesus”

“...Mudims believe that on the Last Day, the graves will be open, the dead will resurrect,

and ajudgment will be pronounced on every individua according to his or her deeds.”

Nigosian, ibid.

[Taking alook now at some of the religious practices of those who are Mudims, Idam is perhaps most
noted for what is called...]

II. THE FIVE PILLARS (RELIGIOUSDUTIES)

A. THE CREED OF ISLAM (SHEHADA)...
1.

Thisisthe professon of faith in Idam: “Thereisno other god but God; and Muhammead is
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the Prophet of God” (lailaha ill’ Allah, Muhammad rasul Allah)

2. Professing this creed is sufficient to make one a convert to Idam, provided the following
conditions are met:

To repedt it doud

To understand it perfectly

To believeit in the heart

To professit till death

To reciteit correctly

. Todeclareit without hesitation

igosian, ibid.

Z"0oap o

B. PRAYERS (SALAT)...
1. “Thenext mogt important religious duty after the profession of fathis prayer.”
2. “Qur'anic texts prescribe only three prayers aday, but Idamic tradition requiresfive: a

dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, evening, and night.”

3. “Mudims may not waive the obligation to pray five times daly even if they aresck or ona

journey.”

a. “Thedck areto pray in bed and, if necessary, lying down.”

b. “Travelersare enjoined to pray a dawn, to combine noon with mid-afternoon prayer,
and evening prayer with prayers that follow nightfall, thus praying three times daily.”

“Prayers may be said ether in private or in public worship.”

“All public or ritud prayers must be preceded by ritud purification both of the individud

and the place. Ablutions (wudu’ or ghudl) secure bodily purity.”

a “..Mudimswasther foreheads, hands, and feet before they pray...”

b. “If nowater isavailable, then hands and feet may be wiped with fine, clean sand.”

c. “Mudimspray on amat or rug in token of purity secured for the spot or place”

d. “Shoesor sandds are removed before devotees step on their prayer rugs.”

6. “...aworshipper praysfacing in the direction of Mecca (gibla), adirection whichis
indicated in mosgues by anicheinthewdl (mihrab).”

7. “Oneday aweek is set asde asaday of public prayer (Friday)...Mudim women do not
attend public prayers, dthough some mosgues have aroom or section set asde for them.”

8. “Prayer isthe heart and essence of Idam. Any Mudim who willfully avoids prayer is
consdered to have forsaken Idam.”

-- Nigosan, ibid.

o &

C. RELIGIOUSTAX (ZAKAT)...

1. “Thethird duties of aMudim isto give dmsto the poor as an outward Sign of true piety.”

2. “Therearetwo kinds of dmsgiving: legd (zakat) and voluntary (sadaga).”

3. “InMudim canon law legad ams are assessed a one-fortieth (2.5%) of an individud’s
incomein kind or money.”

4. “Legd dmsgiving is now more or less defunct, because many Mudim gates follow western
systems of taxation.”

-- Nigodan, ibid.

D. FASTING (SIYAM)...
1. “Thefourth duty of aMudimisto fast during the twenty-nine days of the ninth month of the
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Idamic lunar cdendar (the month of Ramadan).”

“...during the day Mudims abstain from food, drink, and sexud intercourse; but these

proscriptions are lifted between sunset and sunrise.”

a. “All adult male and femae Mudims fast from sunrise to sunset.”

b. “Only children, the sick, nursing or pregnant mothers, the aged and travelers are
exempt, though anyone exempted by reason of temporary disability or circumstancesis
expected to make up an equivaent period of fasting.”

c. “Theend of each daytime abstention is celebrated joyfully after sunsat.”

“Those who observe the fagt faithfully and in a spirit of Sincere repentance are assured of a

remisson of Ins”

a “Voluntary fags a various times during the year other than the month of Ramadan are
aso considered as meritorious acts...”

b. “None, however, other than Ramadan, may last any more than three consecutive days.”

Nigosian, ibid.

E. PILGRIMAGE (HAJJ)...

1.

2.

“The fifth prescribed rdigious duty of every Mudim isto make a pilgrimage to the holy
drineof Ka'bain Mecca.”

“It isan obligation to be fulfilled a least oncein alifetime by every adult who is sane,
hedthy, financialy capable of supporting his family during his absence, and able to
underwrite the expenses of the journey.”

“The pilgrimage...can be performed only on specified days (the saventh to the tenth) in the
last month (Dhu’l Hijja, the twelfth month) of the Idamic cdendar.”

“A cross-section of Mudims from dl walks of life and of varying color, race and nationdity
redize their equdity before God as they meet on common ground &t least once ayear.”
Nigosian, ibid.

CONCLUSION

1. Thisbrief survey certainly does not address dl the tenets of Idam...
a. We have not covered many other observances and festivas hed by Mudims
b. There are many other aspects of their mord and socid behavior (e.g., their abstinence from
gambling, drinking, and pork, etc.)
-- Our purpose has been to introduce the more noticeable festures of Idam

2. There aretwo aspects of Idam that | would like for usto look a more closdly...
a. Themeaning and implementation of jihad (sruggle)
b. The concept and politica ramifications of ummah (Idamic community)

These | hope to examine more closdly in the context of a question that people often ask: “Islslam A
Religion Of Peace?”, which we shal do in our next study...
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The Religion Of Islam
Isldam A Religion Of Peace?

INTRODUCTION

1. Theman tenets of Idam can be very gppeding...
a. A cdl to bdievein one God, the God of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus
b. A cdl to repentance and submisson to the will of God
c. A cddl tohadly living, involving diligent prayer, fasting, charity, and pilgrimage

2. Yettheearly history of Idam and recent events have many people wondering...
a. Isldamareigion of peace?
b. Doesldam alow peopleto live together in harmony regardless of race, class or beliefs?

3. Most Mudims say they arefor living together in peace and harmony...
a. Espedidly those living in countries where Mudims are in the minority
b. Yet onemight ask, “Isthis because of Idam, or in spite of Idam?’
c. Would there be cdls for peace and tolerance if Mudims were the mgority?

[There are severd things to consider as one seeks to provide an answer to such questions. Firg, let's
takealook at...]

|. THE OBJECTIVESOF ISLAM

A. TOMAKE ISLAM THE UNIVERSAL RELIGION...
1. Idamisclaimed to bethetruereligion
a. “The Rdigion before Allah isldam (submission to His Will)” - Qur’an 3:19
b. “Genedly this satement is understood to mean that the true rdigion in the sight of God
isldam and that Idam done is the way of life acceptable with Allah.” - S. Abul A’La
Maududi, The Reigion Of Truth
2. Itistobeproclaimed over all other religions
a. “ItisHeWho hath sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to
proclaim it over dl rdigion, even though the Pagans may detest (it).”- Qur’an 9:33
b. “We have not sent thee but as auniversa (Messenger) to men, giving them glad tidings,
and warning them (againgt sin), but most men understand not.” - Qur’an 34.28
3. Itismeant to be accepted by all
a. “Allah’'s Revdation, through the Holy Prophet, was not meant for one faith or tribe, one
race or set of people. 1t was meant for dl mankind, to whom, if they turnto Allah, it is
aMessage of the glad tidings of His Mercy, and if they do not turnto Him, itisa
warning againg sn the inevitable Punishment.” - Abdullah Yusuf Ali, commenting on
Qur'an 34:28
b. “But those who rgect Faith and belie Our Signs, -- they shdl be Companions of
Hdlfire” - Qur’an 5:86
--  Of course, at this point the same can be said of Chrigtianity; but thereismore...
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B. TO CREATE ISLAMIC POLITICAL STATES..

1. “..inldamthereisno divison or diginction between what in the West is called * Church and
State . In fact westerners refer to the Idamic form of government as a theocracy.”

2. “Thus contemporary politica-religious groups focus on socid, palitica, and economic
aspects of Mudim societies. They oppose the secular sate and instead cdll for the
establishment of a“‘Mudim State'. “ - Introduction To Idam, M. Cherif Bassiouni
(http:/mww.mideasti.or g/library/idam/introidam.htm)

3. “ldamic law differs from western legd systemsin at least two mgor respects. scope and
vaue”

a “Wedern sysems of law govern on€ s rdationship to the state and to fellow beings. The
scope of Idamic law is much wider, Snce it regulates one's relationship with God and
conscience, in addition to the state and to fellow-beings. In thissense, Idamiclawisa
comprehensive code of behavior that embraces both private and public acts.”

b. “Wesern lega systems adapt to the changing circumstances of contemporary society.

Idamic law, however, is conceived as the immutable embodiment of divine will,
imposed by God upon Idamic society. The process of interpretation and adaptation of
Idamic law is held to have been completed in the past with the crystdlization of the lega
manuas.” - Solomon Nigosian, |dam: The Way Of Submission

4. Idamisnot content to be practiced as a persond religion; its god isto create...

a Theided ummah (Mudim community)

b. Politica sateswith dl citizens required to submit to Shari’ia (Idamic law)

-- It isthisaspect of Idam that createsthe potential for great conflict among nations

[Chrigians view the kingdom of God as piritud (Jn 18:36; Ro 14:17), where Chrigtians can live under
any form of human government (cf. 1 Pe 2:12-17). Idam, however, will not be satisfied until dl
governments and peoples conform to Idamic law. Accomplishing thisgod includes.. ]

II. THE CONCEPT OF JIHAD

A. ASREVEALED IN THE QUR’AN...
1. Theterm*jihad”, often trandated holy war, literdly means struggle
2. When studied chronologically, the Qur’ an concept of war appearsto evolve:
a Stageone no retdiation (in Mecca)
Sagetwo: defendve fighting permitted (firgt ingruction in Meding)
Stagethreer defensive fighting commanded (revised ingtruction in Meding)
Stagefour: offensive war commanded to kill pagans and humble Chrigtians and Jews
(after conquering Mecca)
-- cf. Richard P. Bailey, Jihad: The Teaching of Idam From Its Primary Sour ces
- The Qur’an and Hadith (http://answering-idam.or g/Quran/Themes/jihad.html)
3. Thismay hep us undersand why thereis diverdty of opinions anong Mudims asto the
meaning and application of jihad today; especialy when the Qur’an contains words as
these:
a. “Let those who would exchange the life of this world for the hereafter, fight for the
cause of God; whether he dies or triumphs, We shdl richly reward him. ... Thetrue
believers fight for the cause of God, but the infidels fight for the devil. Fight then against
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the friends of Satan ...” (Qur’an 4:74,76)

b. “Thebdieverswho stay at home -- gpart from those that suffer a grave impediment --
are not the equds of those who fight for the cause of God with their goods and thelr
persons. God has given those that fight with their goods and their persons a higher rank
than those who stay at home ...” (Qur’an 4:95,96)

c. “Say theidolaters wherever you find them. ... lie in ambush everywhere for them. If
they repent and take to prayer and render the dms levy, dlow them to go their way ...”
(Qur’an 9:5)

d. “Thosethat make war againgt God and His gpostle and spread disorder in the land shall
be put to death or crucified or have their hands and feet cut off on dternate sides, or be
banished from the land. They shdl be hdd up to shame in thisworld and sernly
punished in the heregfter: except those that repent before you reduce them ...” (Qur’an
5:34,35)

e. “Makewar on them until idolatry shdl cease and God's religion shdl reign supreme”’
(Qur’an 8:39)

f.  “Prophet, rouse the faithful to arms. If there are twenty steadfast men among you, they
shdl vanquish two hundred; and if there are ahundred, they shdl rout a thousand
unbelievers, for they are devoid of understanding.” (Qur’an 8:65)

g “Fight againg such of those to whom the Scriptures were given...and do not embrace
the true Faith, until they pay tribute out of hand and are utterly subdued.” (Qur’an
9:29)

B. ASESPOUSED BY MUSLIMSTODAY. ...

1. “Jihad, asan Idamic concept, can be on apersond leve--inner sruggle againd evil within
onesdf; struggle for decency and goodness on the socid leved; and struggle on the
battlefidd, if and when necessary.” - 1st Ilamic Web (http://idamicweb.com)

2. “lIdam permitsfighting in sdf-defense, in defense of religion, or on the part of those who
have been expelled forcibly from their homes. It lays down drict rules of combat that
include prohibitions againgt harming civilians and againgt destroying crops, trees and
livestock. As Mudims seeiit, injustice would be triumphant in the world if good people were
not prepared to risk their livesin arighteous cause.” - ibid.

3. Thereisdiveraty of opinion anong Mudims regarding the meaning of jihad
a “SomeMudims, like Sufis, promote the conquest of one's sdif as ‘the greater holy war’,

while they disparage conflict with unbelievers or infidels as *the lesser holy war’.”

b. “Othersput forward the argument that fighting, or holy war, isjudtified only in
sef-defense”

c. “Sill others, like Zaydi and the Ahmadiyya, rgect the idea of fighting or holy war and
advocate peaceful negotiation as the most effective means for upholding the principles of
Idam.” - Solomon Nigosian, |dam: The Way Of Submission

d. Of course, there are the extreme Idamic fundamentalists, who make it clear thet their
concept of jihad indudesthe killing of innocent civiliansin an offendgve war for God

[When the moreradical concept of jihad is gpplied to accomplish the ultimate god of Idam (creating
politica Idamic states), there is bound to be war. The question as to whether Idam promotes peace
can aso be answered by looking at...]
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I[1.THE EXPERIENCE OF ISLAM

A. INTHE EARLY HISTORY OF ISLAM...
1. Muhammad adopted the Arabic custom of ghazu (raids), raiding caravans for booty to
support families
2. After the death of Muhammad, the first four successors to Muhammead (known asthe
Rashidun, the “rightly guided” cdiphs) were men of war...
a. Abu Bakr, Muhammad's close friend and early follower, found himsdlf preoccupied
with thewars of riddah (apostasy)
b. Umar ibn al-Katthab, another associate of Muhammad, sought to preserve the unity
of the ummah by extending the ghazu (raids) to neighboring countries
c. Uthman ibn Affan, another associate of Muhammead, continued the ghazu (raids)
d. Aliibn Abi Talib, cousn of Muhammad, whose rule was marred by afive year civil
war known asthefirg fitnah (time of temptation)
3. For the next 300 years, the history of Idam involves...
a. Expansion through military conquest
b. Civil warsasvarious Idamic factions struggle for power
C. Assassnations, massacres, executions, inquistions of Mudims by Mudims
4. “People of the Book” (Jews and Christians) were dhimmis (protected subjects)...
a. Allowed to practice ther faith and offered military protection
b. But forced to pay aspecid tribute (jizya), and unable to convert Mudims, marry
Mudim women, or hold high government office

B. INMODERN ISLAMIC NATIONS...

1. Inevery country where Shari’ia (Idamic law) is embraced...
a. At best, non-Mudims face discrimination, socid odiracism, harassment
b. Atworg, non-Mudims face prison, torture and death for practicing their religion
c. Mudims may not convert to another rdigion, under the threst of desth

2. Inrecent events, we see terroriam againg innocent civiliansin the name of Idam...
a. Approved by many Mudimsin Idamic nations
b. Condemned weskly if a dl by Mudimsin non-Idamic nations

CONCLUSION

1. Isldamardigion of peace? It isdifficult to say “yes’ inview of...
a. Theobjectivesof Idam, ashdd dl Mudims
b. The concept of jihad, as espoused by many Mudims
c. Thehistory of Idam, as manifested in both the past and present

2. Present-day Mudims gppear to be going through an identity criss...
a.  Moderates seek to redefine Idam (and jihad) as a spiritud struggle for peace
b. Extremists seek to define Idam (and jihad) asalitera struggle for peace

Which view of Idam will prevail remainsto be seen. But the true religion of peaceis that proclamed by
the Prince of Peace and His gpostles who renounced the use of the sword to further the cause of
truth...! - cf. Jn 18:36; Ro 12:17-21; 2 Co 10:3-5; Ja 3:17-18; 1 Pe 2:11-17
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The Religion Of Islam
A Comparison Of Isam And Christianity

INTRODUCTION

1. Inprevious studies, we have directed our focus on Idam...
The beginnings and early higory of Idam

a

b
C.
d

. The origin, importance and content of the Qur’an

The faith and practices of Idam

. Theissue asto whether Idam isareligion of peace

2. It may be beneficid to look at Idam in comparison with Chridtianity...
a.  What might they have in common?
b. How do they differ on fundamenta issues?

[In this study, we shdl consder what the two religions believe on variousissues aswe seek to gain a
better understanding of 1dam. We begin with.. ]

. GOD

A.

ISLAM...
1. Teachesthereisone God - Qur’an 3:64

2.

Reects the concept of the Trinity

B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Teachesthereisone God-1Co 8:6

2.

Revedsthat the Godhead is composed of three distinct persondlities - Father, Son, Holy
Spirit; onein essence and substance - cf. Jn 1:1-5; Ph 2:5-8; 2Jn 9; Mt 28:19

[Closdly related to any concept of God is one' s view regarding...]

. JESUS

A.

ISLAM...

1.
2. Rgectsthe divinity of Jesus, denies his preexistence - Qur’an 4:171

3.

4. Does not believe Jesus died on the cross nor was raised from the dead - Qur’an 4:157

Congders Jesus a prophet, like Noah, Abraham, Moses (and Muhammad)

Bdievesin the virgin birth, however

B. CHRISTIANITY...

1
2.
3.

Declares that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God - Mt 16:13-18
Teaches the preexistence of Chrigt - Jn 1:1-5; Co 1:16-17
Proclaims that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and was raised from the dead
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[What one bdlieves regarding Jesus certainly has a bearing on one’ s understanding of...]

1. SALVATION

A. ISLAM...

1.
2.

3.
4,
S.

Sdvation comes by works

Persona righteousnessis weighed againgt persond sin, which ever is greater determines
sdvation - Qur’an 23:101-103

A Mudim can be forgiven by repenting of 9n - Qur’an 39:53-54

Paradise is assured for one who dies as amartyr for Idam

One becomes a Mudim by confessing “Thereis no other god but God; and Muhammead is
the Prophet of God” (lailaha ill’ Allah, Muhammad rasul Allah) from the heart

B. CHRISTIANITY ...

1.
2. Jesusdied on the cross as atonement for our sins- Ro 3:21-26

3.

4. Those whose names arein the Lamb’s book of life will be spared condemnation - Re 20:

Sdvation is by grace through an obedient faith - Ep 2:8-9; Ti 3:4-7
Heisthe source of eternd sdvation to dl who obey Him-He 5:9

11-15

One becomes a Chrigtian by:

a. Bdieving that Chrig died for your sns-Jn 8:24; Ro 10:9-10

b. Repenting of your sins- Ac 2:38; 17:30-31

c. Confessng your faith in Jesus asthe Chrig, the Son of God - Mt 10:32,33; Ro 10:
9-10

d. Being baptized into Chrigt for the remisson of your ans- Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16; Ac
2:38; 22:16; R0 6:3-6; Ga 3:27; Co 2:11-13; Ti 3:5; 1 Pe 3:21

[Doctrines pertaining to savation are naturaly related to views pertaining to...]

IV.ETERNAL JUDGMENT

A. ISLAM...

1.
2.
3.

Beievesin aresurrection of the dead and judgment at the Last Day
Paradise for the faithful, served by beautiful virgins - Qur’an 56:1-38
Hdl for unbdievers, with eternd torment - Qur’ an 56:39-56

B. CHRISTIANITY ...

1.
2.

3.

Bdievesin aresurrection of the dead and judgment at the Last Day

The eternd City, New Jerusdem, in the new heavens and new earth for those whose name
isin the Lamb’'s book of life- Re 21:1-7,9-27; 22:1-5

The lake of fire for the unbelieving and wicked - Re 20:15; 21:8

[What one bdlieves about God, Jesus, sdvation and the judgment depends heavily upon what one
considersto be...]

V. THE WORD OF GOD
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A. ISLAM...
1. Bdievesin 4 inspired books - the Torah (5 books of Moses), Zabur (the Psams), Injil
(the Gospdl), and Qur'an
2. Thefirg three have been corrupted; the Qur’ an providesthe find revelaion of God's
Word

B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Bdieves Old and New Testaments contains the revelation of God’'sWord -2 Ti 3:16-17
2. Bdievesthat God' s Word cannot be corrupted, but is preserved - 1 Pe 1:23-25; Mt 24:
35; 1sa40:8
3. Bdievesthat reveation of God' s Word isfully and findly reveded -2 Pe 1:3; Ju 3

[It isof interest to note some of the differences in the two religion regarding...]

VI.PRAYER, FASTING, AND WORSHIP

A. ISLAM...
1. Has st timesto offer prayers (five times per day)
2. Has st periods and procedures in which to fast (the month of Ramadan)
3. Places emphass on ceremonid rituas such as washings, posture in prayer

B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Cdlsfor fervent and steadfast prayer, with no set times proscribed - 1 Th 5:17; Co 4:2
2. Hasaplacefor fasting, but left up to theindividud - Mt 6:16-18; Ac 13:2-3; 14.23
3. Places emphasis upon the spiritual aspect of worship - Jn 4:23-24; Ep 5:19; Co 3:16
[A mgor difference between Idam and Chridtianity in Soreading their faiths involve the issues of ...]

VIlI. WAR AND VENGEANCE

A. ISLAM...
1. Allowswar and vengeance for self-defense against persecution
2. Allows use of war in promoting the faith against unbelievers and idolaters

B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Forbids war and vengeance when persecuted for righteousness sake - Mt 5:10-12,38-48
2. Forbids use of war to promote the cause of Christ and the gospdl -2 Co 10:3-5
[Some other differences between the two faithsrelate to...]
VIII.MORALS
A. ISLAM...

1. Forbidsdcohol, gambling - Qur’an 5:93-94
2. Forbids esting pork
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3. Allows up to four wives, may divorce and remarry them twice - Qur’an 2:229
B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Forbids drunkenness, covetousness, and other “works of the flesh” - Ga 5:19-21
2. Allowsdl foods, if received with thanksgiving and prayer - 1 Ti 4:4-5 (with the exception

of drinking blood and esting animas that were strangled, Ac 15:20,29; 21:25)
3. Teaches monogamy, divorce only for fornication - Mt 19:9; 1 Co 7:2

[Both religions distinguish between the role of men and women, though with important differences...]

IX. TREATMENT OF WOMEN

A. ISLAM...
1. Men have more rights than women - Qur’an 2:228
2. Women do not attend public prayers a the Mosque
3. A husband may punish awife by withholding whet is due, and then beat her if necessary
-Qur'an4:34

B. CHRISTIANITY...
1. Men and women are fellow heirs of the grace of life- 1 Pe 3:7; Ga 3:28-29
2. Women do not have leadership rolesin the church - 1 Co 11:3; 14:34-37; 2 Ti 2:11-12
3. Forbidswithholding what is due, and requires treating the wife with tenderness and
underganding - 1 Co 7:3-5; 1 Pe 3.7

CONCLUSION

1. Thishas not been an exhaustive comparison between Idam and Chrigtianity...
a. It hasbeen asmple examination a some of the more notable features of comparison
b. Undoubtedly, many other smilarities and differences could be noted

2. Incongdering such comparisons, one should note the following cavedt...
a. Idamismade of many different sects; not dl professng Mudims might agree with some of the
representations of Idamic bdiefs made in this comparison
b. Inasmilar vein, not dl professng Christians may agree with what has been offered as that
which Chridtianity teaches

But perhgps this comparison can serve as a darting point in identifying key issues for discussons
between Mudims and Christians who seek to better understand one another’ sfaiths....
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The Religion Of Islam
Responding To Idam

INTRODUCTION

1. Our study thus far has mostly focused on learning about Idam...

a

b
C.
d.
e

How it began and its early history

. Theorigin, importance and content of the Qur’an

Some of the faith and practices of Idam
Whether or not Idam isareligion of peace

. Some comparisons between what Idam and Chrigtianity teaches

2. Inthisfind study, | wish to offer some thoughts on responding to Idam...

a
b.

How Chrigtians might prepare themsalves for trying to reach Mudims with the gospdl
What approach to use in seeking to convert aMudim to Christ

[There may be many effective ways to evangdize Mudims, but | doubt that any will succeed without
proper...]

|. PREPARATION FOR RESPONDING TO ISLAM

A.

REGARDING OUR CONDUCT...
1. Idam has much to be commended
a. Submission to what they perceive to be the Will of God
b. Dedication to what they believeisthe Word of God
c. Persond rdigious devotion as expressed by prayers, fasting, charity
2. Chridians should certainly equd if not surpass the righteousness of Mudims
a Jus as Jesustaught His disciples regarding the scribes and Pharisees - ¢f. Mt 5:20
b. Our submisson to the Will of God should not be any less- Mt 6:33
c. Our dedication to the Word of God should be asfervent - Ja 1:21; 1 Pe 2:2
d. Though not asformd or ritudidtic...
1) Our prayersare to be fervent, without ceasing - Co 4:2; 1 Th 5:17-18
2) Our fasting to be done to be seen of God, not men - Mt 6:16-18
3) Our charity to be abundant - 1 Ti 6:17-19
3. Wemud take the cdl of pure and nondenominationa Chridtianity serioudy
a. Chrig prayed for unity of believers, to convince the world - Jn 17:20-21
b. Paul condemned religious divison, and so should wee -1 Co 1:10-13
-- Thecall tofollow Christ will be hindered if Christians are less dedicated to their
Lord than Mudimsareto their Prophet!

REGARDING OUR ATTITUDES...
1. Much harm has been donein the name of Chrigt
a. Asduring the Crusades
b. Or even today, through misrepresentation of beliefs, or name-cdling (e.g., describing
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Mudims as “Mohammedans” or even worse, “rag heads’)

2. Paul haslisted the proper Chrigt-like attitudes - 2 Ti 2:24-26; Ga 6:1
a.  Mus not quarrd, but be gentle

b.
C.

Must be able to teach, patient
Must correct in humility, in aspirit of gentleness

-- Thegospe of Christ ismorelikely to be taken seriously when represented by
those imbibed with the spirit of Christ!

[With persond piety and graceful demeanor, the Christian is useful for the Master (cf. 2 Ti 2:21). But
when there are so many differences between Idam and Chritianity, what approach does one take?
Here are some thoughts on the matter...]

II. APPROACH IN RESPONDING TO ISLAM

A. WE MUST DEFINE THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE...
1. Thecrucid difference between Chridianity and Idamisthis
a. TheChrigian faith is based on the testimony of the gpostles and first generation

b.

Chrigians

1) All that we know and believe about Jesus is based upon their word - cf. Jn 17:20

2) Thistestimony isfound in the pages of the New Testament - cf. Jn 20:30-31

The Mudim faith is based on the testimony of the Rashidun (“rightly guided’ cdiphs)

and first generation Mudims

1) All that they know and believe about Muhammad is based upon their word

2) They compiled the fragments of the revelations given to Muhammead and put them
into the Qur’ an forty years after his deeth

2. Once we admit our respective faiths are based on the testimony of these various witnesses...
a. Our task isto examine thar lives and teaching, to determine which is the more credible

b.

We must ask what possible motives could any of these witnesses have for lying, for
someone (if not both) islying

3. When we compare the lives and deaths of the gpostles and first generation Christians with
the lives of the first generation Mudims, we see aremarkable contradt...
a. Thereisno reasonable ulterior motive that one can place on the Chrigtians for their

willingnessto die for their faith; they received no power, fame, or money for thair
testimony - this gives weight to their testimony astrue

The Mudims, in contrast, Soread their rdigion with the aid of a sword; they gained greet
wesalth and power in the process - this makes their motives suspect and weskens their
tesimony

-- Thefundamental issueisthis. Who arewe going to believe? The apostlesor the
Rashidun? Who arethe more credible witnesses?

B. WE MUST EXAMINE BOTH THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE QUR’AN...
1. Thekey test isto compare the New Testament with the Qur'an
a. To seewhich presents the higher standard of mordity

b.

C.

While thisis somewhat subjective, | believe the fair minded person would agree thet the
New Testament presents a higher standard of morality
The Qur’ an revertsto astandard of morality equd to the Old Testament (even worse)
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2. It basically comesto this: “faith comes from hearing the Word of God” - Ro 10:17

a. Mudimsbdievesthat if onewill read the Qur’ an objectively, it will convince asincere

person that it is from God
b. | contend that if one will read both the New Testament and the Qur’ an objectively...
1) A sincere person will seethat that New Testament presents a higher plane
2) Supported by the lives and death of witnesses who suffered great hardship for no
eathly gan
3. Mudimsliketo point out dight corruptions of the Bible in some manuscripts or trandations
a Yet God has preserved it sufficiently to fulfill itsintended task, as promised - Psa
12:6; Mt 24:35; 1 Pe 1:23-25
b. Whichisto present to usthe true Word of God, Jesus Chrigt - cf. Jn 1:1-5
4. Yetread the surasof Qur’an chronologicdly, in the order they were “reveded”
a.  Onecan seethe gradud progresson of the Idamic religion
b. “Reveaions’ were received that changed previous “revelations’, to accommodate
current circumstances
-- TheWord of Gaod (i.e., Bible) hasthe power to producefaith; the challenge for
Mudimsisto read it objectively, not for the purpose of trying to proveit wrong!

CONCLUSION

1. There are many Sde issuesthat can easly distract efforts to evangdize Mudims...
a. But aswith dl rdligious discussons, the key issueis one of authority
b. What isour sandard of authority in religion, and what evidence supportsit as such?
-- Which iswhy | suggest our focusin approaching |dam be on the credibility of those
who gave us the Qur’an, and upon theQur’an itsdf, in comparison with the New
Testament and itsauthors

2. Asdated a the beginning of this study, Christians need to become more familiar with Idam...
a. To better understand world events, our neighbors, and in some cases, our enemies
b. To be ableto share the gospe of Christ with those who in many cases know the Bible better
than many professing “Chrigians’

3. | hope this study has helped in that regard, and aso to chdlenge Chrigians...
a  To condgder our own dedication to God
b. AreMudims more dedicated to God than we?

Of course, dedication done to God does not save, as Paul wrote regarding Israd ...

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for |srael isthat they may be
saved. For | bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’ s righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of
God. For Christ isthe end of the law for righteousness to everyone who
believes.” (Ro 10:1-4)

Can (should) we not say the same for the followers of Idam...?
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The Religion Of Islam
For Your Further Study

For more in-depth studies on the subject of Idam, | found the following books helpful:

*

Idam - The Way Of Submission (Solomon Nigosian, Crucible, Greet Britain,
1987, 209 pages)

(From the cover) In this new study, intended for both Mudim and non-Mudim
readers, Solomon Nigosian encapsulates and portrays the unique spirit of Idam,
which pervades every agpect of Mudim life and unites millions of individuas dl
over the world in a common bond.

Idam - A Short History (Karen Armstrong, Modern Library Chronicles, New
Y ork, 2000, 222 pages)

(From the cover) Idam: A Short Higtory begins with the flight of Muhammad
and hisfamily from Medinain the saventh century and the subsequent founding
of the first mosques. It recounts the origins of the split between Shii and Sunni
Mudims, and the emergence of the Sufi mysticiam; the spread of Idam
throughout North Africa, the Levant, and Asa the shattering effect on the
Mudim world of the Crusades; the flowering of imperid Idam in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries into the world’ s greatest and most sophisticated power;
and the origins and impact of revolutionary Idam. It concludes with an
assessment of 1dam today and its chalenges.

A Resour ce For The Study Of 1dam (Ney Rieber, Star Bible Publications, Ft.

Worth, TX, 1993, 227 pages)

(From the author’ s preface) “1 began this study to meet the chalenges|
encountered while teaching the Bible in prisons. Asmy effortsto learn about
Idam progressed, | was continualy frustrated by alack of detailed and
dependable materid on the subject. Redizing that others might find themsalves
in the same condition, | determined to make my research and some of my
conclusons generdly available. Materids are grouped by categories that |
persondly found reasonable. | hope that you find them logicd, dso.”

Y ou might aso find these online r esour ces hdpful:

*

|lamic web sites
1st Idamic Web http://idamicweb.com/

A Brief Chronology Of Mudim Higtory http://idamicweb.com/history/chronology.htm

Biography Of The Prophet Muhammad http://users.erol s.com/zenithco/muhammead.html
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Introduction To Idam http://mww.mideedti.org/library/idam/introid am.htm
Jhad Explained http://mww.unn.ac.uk/societies/idamic/jargon/jihad2.htm

+ Non-ldamic web sites
Answering Idam http://answering-idam.org/index.html
Behind The Vel http://answering-idam.org/BehindVeil/
Does Idam Promote Peace? http://answering-idam.org/ TWOR/peacepromoting.html
Jhad http://answering-idam.org/Quran/Themesjihad.html
Textud Variants Of The Qur'an http://answering-idam.org/Quran/Text/
The Idamic Agenda And Its Blueprints http://answering-idam.org/Terrorism/agenda.html
What Is The Koran? http://www.theatl antic.comissues/99jan/koran.htm
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