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Mark A. Copeland

Proverbs and the Christian
The Christian’s Guide To Wisdom

INTRODUCTION

1. Thewadk of the Chrigtian isto be with wisdom as we go through life - Ep 5:15-17
a. Becausetimeisflegting, and the days are evil, we must make the best use of our time
b. Too many people today are wasting both their time and their lives by failing to exercise wisdom
inthar daly lives

2. Sincethe Word of God claims to equip man unto every good work (2 Ti 3:16-17)...
a. Itisonly naturd to assume thet it provides us with sound advice concerning daily living
b. Andindeed it does, especidly in The Book of Proverbs found in the Old Testament

3. The purpose of this seriesisto...
a. Introduce The Book Of Proverbs as a source of great wisdom
b. Encourage Chrigiansto utilize this source in their effortsto walk wisdy

[Let's begin by examining.. ]

|. THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

A. CLEARLY STATED IN THE FIRST SIX VERSESOF THE BOOK ...
1. “Toknow wisdom and ingtruction, to perceive the words of understanding”
2. “Torecevethe ingruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity”
3. Togivetothe..

a

ooo

Simple (naive) - “prudence’

Y oung man - “knowledge and discretion”
Wise man - “increased learning”

Man of understanding - “wise counsd”

B. THE BOOK ISTHEREFORE DESIGNED...
1. Tomakeaperson wise!
2. Tolearn how:

a

b.

To act wisdly and righteoudy
To treat others with fairness

3. Togive..

a

b.

C.

To the ignorant, common sense
To the young, sound advice
To the wise, even more wisdom

[At this point, it might be appropriate to ask: “What exactly iswisdom, and why isit so vauable?’]

II. THE DEFINITION AND VALUE OF WISDOM
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A. DEFINING WISDOM ...
1. “Wisdom...may be defined as aredistic gpproach to the problems of life...” - 20th
Century Encyclopedia of Religious K nowledge
2. Homer Hailey offered this definition of wisdom: “Wisdom isinsight into the
underlying causes and significance or consequence of things, which insght enables
oneto apply to the best end the knowledge which he has.”
3. Toilludrae
a. Youareydled a by your boss, wife, or brother in Chridt...
1) You could reect in different ways
a) You could strike back physicdly, or verbaly
b) You could do nothing
¢) You could react with asoft, kind reply - cf. Pro 15:1
2) Wisdom isthat ingght which helps you to decide what is the best thing to do
b. Someone makes sexual advancestowards you...
1) Agan, you could react in saverd different ways
2) But wisdom will enable you to react in the proper way

B. THE VALUE OF WISDOM...
1. Thefird nine chaptersof The Book Of Proverbs are actudly discourses extolling the value
of wisdom
2. Thevirtue of wisdom is seen in the prosperous life it can produce - Pro 3:13-18
3. Wigdom'svadueisadso found in guarding us againg many pitfdls thet are out there - Pro 3:
21-26
4. Someof the“pitfdls’ that are frequently warned againg in The Book Of Proverbs:
a. Evil companionship - Pro 1:10-19
1) They want you to join them in their wrong doing
2) Butif you do, you will be caught up with them in their own sdf-degtruction
3) Wisdom would preserve you from this
b. Theimmora woman - Pro 5:1-14
1) An*“dfar’ might gopear exciting and harmless
2) Butimmordity isone of the quickest waysto destroy one' s sef physicaly,
emoationdly, and spiritudly!
3) The exercise of wisdom would spare one from tota ruin
Cc. Laziness-Pro6:6-11
1) It may be good to do nothing
2) But doth guarantees fallure and poverty
3) Wisdom provides a much better way of life

[Certainly we should see that wisdom is of greet vaue. But let’s go one step further and notice in
particular the value of The Book Of Proverbs in regards to having wisdom...]

II.THE VALUE OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

A. WISDOM ISNORMALLY GAINED THROUGH ONE OF TWO SOURCES...
1. Through yearsof trial and error
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a. Thisisthe source when a person chooses to listen only to one's own experiences

b. But there are disadvantages to gaining wisdom thisway:
1) Much of on€ slifetime can be wasted trying to learn through trid and error
2) Oneisforced to live with the consequences of their errors

c. Sadly, thisisthe only way many people gain wisdom, and that only if they survive their
errors!

2. Through the proven experience of others

a. Thisispossble only if oneiswilling to heed the advice of others

b. There are dear advantages to gaining wisdom this way:
1) You can avoid wasting years of your life through trid and error, thusliving lifeto its

fullest measure!

2) You experience life unburdened with the consequences of earlier mistakes

c. Certanly thismethod of gaining wisdom is far superior!

B. THE SUPERIOR WAY OF GAINING WISDOM ISWHAT MAKES THE BOOK OF
PROVERBS SO VALUABLE...!
1. Instead of wasting our short time here on earth trying to discover wisdom through the
process of trid and error, we can go straight to The Book Of Proverbs
2. Therewe can find wisdom thet is.
a. Divindy inspired by God!
b. Proven to betrue by generations of righteous men and women who lived out thelr lives
by the teachingsfound in it
c. Expressed concisdy in ways easy to remember (Proverb: “ashort sentence based
on long experience” - Cervantes in Don Quixote)
3. Yes thevdueof The Book Of Proverbs istha it provides the wisdom of God Himsdlf!
a. Thisisnot to say that it takeslittle effort to glean from thiswisdom - cf. Pro 2:1-6
b. But for those who will look to God through His Word and prayer (cf. Ja 1:5-8), the
promise of God isthat wisdom will be granted them
c. Andthisisafar better way to find wisdom than the way most people do it!

CONCLUSION

1. | hopethisintroductory lesson has made you want to sudy The Book Of Proverbs in order
to glean it' s treasures of wisdom waiting for us

2. Insucceeding lessons, we will survey The Book Of Proverbs by congdering the wisdom it offers
pertaining to various relaionships we have in thislife (e.g., with family, work, God)

Of course, no discussion concerning wisdom can be complete without mentioning Jesus Chrigt...
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Co 2:3)

Without Jesus Chrigt in your life, thereis no way to be truly wise. Have you cometo Chrig...?
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Selecting A Spouse

INTRODUCTION

1. Thevdueaof The Book Of Proverbs isthat it provides wisdom from God to guide usin every
redm of life

2. Whether it be family, business, socid or spiritud relationships, we can find inspired advice that
enables us to walk in wisdom, “redeeming the time, because the days are evil” - Ep 5:15-17

3. The purpose of this seriesis not to present an exhaustive study of the Proverbs, but to demonstrate
in afew lessonsits practicdity in providing wisdom for the Chrigtian today

[In this study, thefird of three dedling with family relationships, we shal glean what wisdom we can
from The Book Of Proverbs in regards to selecting a spouse...]

I. ADVICE IN SELECTING A WIFE

A. THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE...
1. Much happinessin life depends upon make the right choice - Pro 12:4
a. A good choice greetly enhancesthelife of the husband
b. But the wrong choice can destroy a man from the inside out!
2. ltisfolly to think that amistake in this area can be easly corrected
a. Many think divorce can be an easy solution
b. But God hates divorce (M al 2:16), and remarriage may not be a viable option for the
disciple of Christ - Mt 19:8-9
c. BEvenwhenitis, if there are children the sdection you made will always be the mother
of your children (for better or worse!)

B. SOME GUIDELINESFOR FINDING A GOOD WIFE...
1. Seek help from God - Pro 19:14
a. Successin this*venture’ may depend more upon God than we think!
b. Inview of the seriousness of this matter, dare we go about it done?
2. Do not place priority on “good looks” aone - Pro 31:30
a. Beauty is skin-deep, temporary, and to which we can easly grow accustomed
b. Itistherefore apoor foundation upon which to build alifdong rdaionship
c. Sadly, most marriages are built on little more than physical attraction
3. Ingtead, look for these characterigtics in a woman:
a. Thefear of the Lord - Pro 31:30
1) Such awoman possesses the beginning of wisdom - Pro 1.7
2) Having awife who isadevout Chrigtian, then, should be a primary concern
b. Discretion - Pro 11:22
1) Thisisthe ability to do the right thing a the right time
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2) Without this, beauty isworthless, and can even be the object of ridicule (e.g.,
“dumb blonde” jokes)

c. Wisdom-Pro14:1
1) With thisvirtue in awoman, agood home can be built
2) Without it, efforts by the husband will be undermined by the wife!

To be avoided is the woman who is contentious (argumentetive)!

a. Picturesque descriptions of such awoman arefound in Pro 19:13; 27:15-16

b. My grandmother (afathful Christian who as awidow raised sx children through the
Great Depression, and remained awidow for over fifty years), pointed out these two
versesto mewhen | was ateen-ager: Pro 21:9, 19

[1t is better to be single and done, than to be married to the wrong person. To be married to agodly
woman, isawonderful blessng from the Lord (Pro 18:22). With the hdp God givesusin The Book
of Proverbs, we can increase the likelihood of finding agood spouse. The same is true for women
seeking agood husband. Much of what was said earlier is gpplicable, but there is more we can glean
from the Proverbs...]

II. ADVICE IN SELECTING A HUSBAND

A. THERE AREWAYSTO LEARN A LOT ABOUT A MAN...

1.
2.

3.

How does he treat animas? Thisreveasalot about his character - cf. Pro 12:10

Does he ligten to the advice of others? That will tel you whether heisafool, or awise
person - Pro 12:15

Wheat type of company does he kegp? Y ou might be destroyed right dong with him - Pro
13:20

Is he quick-tempered? That determines whether he is a person of understanding - Pro
14:29

How does he make money? Y ou will suffer the consequences of his business decisons

- Pro15:27

Does he fed like he dways has to put in his“two-cents’ worth? If so, he lacks knowledge
and acam spirit - Pro 17:27-28

Does he have compassion for the poor? If so, his prayers will then be answered - Pro
21:13

B. MENTO AVOID...

1.

2.

3.

The womanizer (or flirter). He will destroy himsdlf and hurt dl those involved - Pro 6:
27-29

A quick-tempered man. Y ou will become like him and destroy yourself aswell - Pro 22:
24-25

A drinker - cf. Pro 23:29-30

CONCLUSION

1. Some of the most important decisons we makein thislife will be...
a. Withwhom shdl | spend my life? (Divorce and remarriageis not an option for the faithful
Chrigtian, with one exception - Mt 19:9)
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b. Who shdl be the father or mother of my children? (This choice cannot be undone once the
children are born)

2. Dare we make such decisions without consulting the wisdom found in the Word of God?
a. Thiscertainly does not exhaust dl that the Book of Proverbs has to say about sdecting a spouse
b. Butl trust that we are seeing that the Proverbs are extremely practical, worthy of our careful
study and application to our lives

3. Inthe next lesson, we shdl consider “gems’ of wisdom in regards to being a good spouse...

Speaking of important decisons...have you made the most important decison you will ever makein
your life concerning Jesus Chrigt?
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Being A Good Spouse

INTRODUCTION

1. Wesaw inour last lesson that The Book Of Proverbs can be ahdpful guide in giving us wisdom
for selecting agood spouse

2. Inthissudy, | want to continue to illustrate the value of this book by considering what it says about
being agood spouse

3. Theimportance of such a subject should be evident:
a.  Our happinessin thislifeis greetly affected by how successful we arein our marriage
relaionships
b. Even our usefulnessto the Lord is affected by the relationship husbands and wives have to one
another; e.g., ahusband' s prayers can be hindered by his treatment of hiswife- 1 Pe 3.7

[Appreciating the importance of this subject, then, consider firgt that beautiful passagein Pro 31:10-31
wherewefind...]

I. HOW TO BE A GOOD WIFE

A. THE IDEAL WIFE...
1. Istrusworthy and dependable - Pro 31:11
a. The husband can safdy entrust her with hisincome
b. Shewill not squander what he gives her, but useit in amanner that benefits them both
2. lIsfilled with an enduring love - Pro 31:12
a. Devoted to doing her husband good dl her life
b. Just as she vowed in the wedding ceremony
3. Hasdeveloped practical skills
a. Suchassewing - Pro 31:13,21-22
b. And cooking - Pro 31:14-15
4. Isindudgrious - Pro 31:16-19,24
a. Thisoften rasesaquestion: Can a mother work outside the home?
b. The virtuous woman in this passage evidently did, to some degree
1) Shebought land and worked on it
2) Shemade clothing and sold it in the marketplace
c. Inanswering the question today, one should consider severd things:
1) Canshedo it without neglecting her responsibilities as awife and mother?- 1 Ti
5:14; Ti 2.4-5
a) Somewomen can, others cannot
b) Just as some men are multitalented, and others not
¢) If awomanisunableto do both, her responghility isfirgt to fulfill her God-given
duties
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2) Isit essentid?
a) There may be times when even the “ one-talent” woman has no choice, but must
work outsde the home to provide income for the family
b) But often timesit is not a necessity, but only a desire for luxuries that prompt
many women to work outsde the home
c) If that isthe case, heed should begivento 1 Ti 6:8-10
3) Istheextraincome worth what it might cost the children?
a) Some dudies have indicated that children of mothers who work out of the home
auffer greetly
1 They aemorelikdy to suffer academically - from Chicago Tribune's
women' s writer Joan Beck:

al

b/

“Would mothers of very young children be willing to work full time
outsde the home if they knew it could lower their youngders intelligence
messurably?...

“Evidence continues to pile up that the role a mother playsin the life of
her child during the first three years of life has a crucid, lagting effect on
hisinteligence. And the components of this relationship include criticd
elements which cannot easily be supplied by mother substitutes or
day-care centers...

“Newest bits of evidence linking ayoung child' sintelligence with the
qudity of mothering and the amount of menta simulation in the home
comes from the Journal of Educational Psychology. It reports new
sudies showing that for both black and white youngsters the qudity of
early home lifeis much more closdy reated to menta test scores later
on than such other factors as socioeconomic status.

“These finds on the effects of early learning and maothering back up
other continuing studies on babies and toddlers at Harvard and
elsawhere. All show consigtently that intelligence, competence, and
credivity develop best when ayoung child has plenty of stimulating
things to do and a mother nearby to keep feeding him appropriate
words amost continudly.

“Itisn’'t the kind of mothering you can concentrate into a grudging,
tired hour after afull day of work outsde the home.”

Joan Beck, “MothersMay Have To Weigh Job Vs. Tot 1Q,”
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 11 April 1978

2/ They are more likely to suffer attitudina problems - “D. Farran of the
Univerdty of North Carolinareports that day-care children display negative
aggressive acts fifteen times as often as home-care children.” - M oody
Monthly 3/84
b) Isit worth sacrificing the children, smply for materid gratification?
5. Iscompassionate - Pro 31:20
--  Shecaresnot only for her own family, but for the less fortunate as well
6. Isconcerned with developing the inner person - Pro 31:25
a. Character matters, and she has developed a strong one
b. Just as Peter stressed in 1 Pe 3:3-4
7. Speakswordsof wisdom & kindness - Pro 31:26

Proverbs And The Christian
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a. Sheisthus concerned about what proceeds from her mouth

b. Just asPaul stressed in Ep 4:29

Diligently seesto the need of her family - Pro 31:27

a. Makeswhatever preparation necessary - cf. Pro 31:15

b. Sothat her family does not go in want - cf. Pro 31:21

Isonewho fearsthe Lord - Pro 31:29-30

a.  Sheundergandsthat this qudity is more important and praiseworthy than physica
beavity

b. With thefear of the Lord, she hasthe potentid for great wisdom - Pro 1.7

B. BRIEFLY, WHAT A WIFE DOESNOT WANT TO BE...

1.
2.

Contentious - cf. Pro 21:9,19
Hateful - Pro 30:21-23
Both characteristics can make it where the husband does not want to be around her

[Enough about being a good wife; where can we go in The Book Of Proverbs to learn...]

II. HOW TO BE A GOOD HUSBAND

A. WHERE ISTHE PASSAGE DESCRIBING “THE VIRTUOUS MAN"...?
1. A quedtion often raised by women, sometimes suggesting there is none

2.

But it may help to bear in mind that the Proverbs are primarily addressed to the man!

a. Theentirebook contains advice, which if followed, would make a husband any woman
would be proud to have

b. Whereasthereis hdf achapter describing the “virtuous woman”, there are thirty and a
haf chapters describing the “virtuous man”!

B. HERE ARE JUST A FEW THOUGHTSTAKEN FROM THE PROVERBS...

1.

4,

From Pro 31:31

a. Allow your wife the opportunity to develop her own abilities
b. Let her regp the benefits of her own labors

c. l.e,don't treat her smply as an appendage of yoursdlf
From Pro 31:28b-29

a. Besureto praise her frequently

b. Don't take her for granted

From Pro 31:11

a. Demondrae awillingnessto trust her

b. Insuch areas as her inteligence, her faithfulness, her abilities
c. Don't bejedous and suspicious

From Pro 5:15-21

a. Becontent with your wifeé slove

b. It will save you and your family much harm

CONCLUSION

1. Theimportance of usng wisdom in building hedthy family reaionship is described in Pro 1:29...
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“He who troubles his own house will inherit thewind,”

2. Somuch of the joy and meaning of life that God would have us enjoy islogt if thereis not agood
family life. As Solomonwrotein Ecc 9:9...

“Livejoyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which
He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that isyour portion
in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun.”

3. TheBook Of Proverbs can dso guide usin developing wholesome families; in our next sudy we
shdl consder examples of inspired advice on providing for afamily and on raisng children

But asimportant as physicd families may be, the most important thing in lifeis to be amember of the
family of God, for this can eedily fill whatever gaps there may be in our physcd families. Have you been
“born again” into the family of God?- cf. Jn 3:3-5; Ti 3:5; Mk 16:15-16
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Family Matters

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe continue our study of the Proverbs, we should keep in mind two things:
a. Lifeisshort
b. Our eternd exisenceis greetly influenced by how we live during this short life

2. Itisimperative, then, that we not waste our time through rash and foolish decisons...
a.  Which not only jeopardize our eterna destiny
b. But can dso makethislife miserable

3. Thevdue of wisdom is especidly seen in family relationships..
a. “Hewho troubles hisown house will inherit thewind...” - Pro 11:29
b. Lifeistoo short and families grow too fast for usto raise afamily through “trid and error”

4. Wemust seek advice in this al-important task...
a. But where shdl we go?
b. Toso-cdled “experts’ who authoritatively give advice, but then dl too often change thelr
views later on after the damage has been done? (e.g., Dr. Spock and his earlier views on
child-rasng)

5. Fortunatdy, in His grace God has preserved in His al-sufficient book the wisdom needed to
provide for and raise afamily. Much of thiswisdom infound in The Book Of Proverbs!

[Toillustrate, let’sfirst consder some.. |

. WISDOM IN PROVIDING FOR A FAMILY

A. CONSIDER WHAT MANY PEOPLE THINK ISMOST IMPORTANT IN
PROVIDING FOR A FAMILY. ...
1. Many would say it isthe “necessities’ of life
a. Such asfood and clothing
b. And aplace of shdlter
2. Most would fed that other things are dso necessary...
a. Such asthe“finer things’ (luxuries) for the children, which parents never had as children
b. A good “education” for the children, so they too can be affluent

[While there is some merit in these things, inspired wisdom from The Book Of Prover bs teaches
us not to place emphasis upon such materia things...]

B. WHERE THE EMPHASISSHOULD BE IN PROVIDING FOR A FAMILY ...
1. Indillingafear of theLord - Pro 15:16
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More important than richesis providing for your family through your own example a
deep and abiding respect for the Lord

For the fear of the Lord provides:

a. The beginning of knowledge- Pro 1.7

b. A meansto prolong life- Pro 10:27

c. Thekey toavoiding Sn-Pro 16:6

d. Thekey to truewedth - Pro 22:4

The fear of the Lord, then, is perhagps the most important “provison” that one can give
to hisor her family

2. Givingthemlove - Pro 15:17

a

b.

Providing an environment where love reigns is more important than providing materia
abundance
Troubled children come from homes where “love’ is lacking, not money!

3. Providing apeaceful family life - Pro 17:1

a

b.

Where there is peace and tranquillity in afamily, materid affluence metters little
But whet vaue istherein wedth, if we are dwaysfighting over the things it provides?

4. A wisefaher (or mother) redizestha spiritual provisons are more important than
material ones

a

b.

They will seethat the family receives what is truly important
Even it means cutting back on lessimportant things

[But when God' swisdom is truly followed, it won't be necessary to go without materia necessitied
To see why, condider...]

C. WHAT CAN BE DONE TO ENSURE ADEQUATE MATERIAL PROVISIONS FOR
THE FAMILY. ...
1. Berighteous - Pro 20:7

a

b.

C.

d.

Today that means putting the kingdom of God first in your life- Mt 6:33

Then God will watch out for you and providentidly see that your needs are adequately
met!

Children of righteous parents are truly blessed!

But parents who fail to put God firgt go through life without God's providentia help, and
their children may suffer as areault!

2. Concentrate on acquiring wisdom and knowledge, not wesdlth - Pro 24:3-4

a

b.

Thiswould involve a careful study and application of God's Word, especidly abook
like Proverbs

But it dso involvesliving adedicated life asadisciple (learner) of Jesus Chrigt, in whom
are hidden the treasures of wisdom and knowledge - cf. Co 2:2-3

[From the Proverbs, then, we learn that the best and wisest thing parents can do for their family isto
provide themsalves as obedient servants of God, and to ingtill such faith in ther children. If thisisdone,
God will see that their materia needs are met! But what about the matter of raising children, in
particular the question of discipline?]

. WISDOM IN RAISING CHILDREN
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A. INSPIRED WISDOM ISEXPLICIT IN THE PROPER USE OF CORPOREAL
PUNISHMENT...
1. Used properly, it isademondration of true love - Pro 13:24
2. Proper discipline has proper objectives...
a. Toremove foolishness from the child - Pro 22:15
b. To savethe soul of the child - Pro 23:13-14
c. Toimpart wisdom and to avoid shame - Pro 29:15
3. Proper discipline hasits rewards - Pro 29:17
a Suchas“res” and “ddight”
b. A child who will love you and live in such away asto bring you delight
4. Of course, there must be the proper application of corporea punishment - Pro 19:18
a. Tobe applied before the situation gets of out hand (“while there is hope”)
b. To beapplied under controlled circumstances (“do not set your heart on his
dedtruction”)
1) l.e, donot put it off until you Strikein anger
2) Thereis adifference between proper “ spanking” and “child abuse’!
c. Corpored punishment should never be avent for letting off steam...
1) Rather, acontrolled use of one method to discourage bad behavior
2) To be accompanied with love! - cf. Ep 6:4 (asimplied by the word * nurture’)

B. MORE WISDOM FROM A FAMILIAR VERSE - Pro 22:6
1. Ascommonly trandated: “train up a child in the way he should go”
a. Thisdlowsfor the common interpretation in which a child's outcome is virtudly
dependent upon his training, especidly in spiritua matters
1) l.e,if thechildisbrought up right by godly parents, the child must turn out al right
2) Soif achildisnot afathful Chrigian, it must dways be afailing of the parents
b. But thisview suggeds“environmentd predestination”, or “behaviord determiniam”
(shades of B. F. Skinner, cf. his book “Walden11”)
2. Literdly, the verse can betrandated: “train up a child according to his way”
a. Thatis, train up achild according to his or her inclinations
b. For example, don't try to force a child who is mechanicaly inclined to be a doctor or a
lawyer
c. Rather, bring up achild according to his or her gptitude, and they will likely continue
what they sart out in life doing (i.e., no “midHife’ crisis or career changes)
d. Therefore, thisverse, like so many in Proverbs, is Smply giving us practicd advicein
rasing our children (without necessarily any spiritud implications)
3. However, | might add that trying to force achild to go againg their “ gptitude’” may
encourage a child to rebe in all areas of parentd influence (including spiritud)

CONCLUSION

1. Agan, my purpose in these lessonsis not to provide an exhaudtive trestment of each of these
subjects as covered in The Book Of Proverbs

2. Rather, toillugrate its vaue to Chrigtiansin al areas of our lives, so that we will study it more often
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3. Since so much of our happiness or lack of it is afected by our family life, we should want to teke
advantage of the wisdom offered in thisareaby The Book Of Proverbs

4. Inthe next sudy, we shdl endeavor to glean wisdom from the Proverbs in the matter of having and
maintaining good friendships

Speaking of friendships, let me remind you of the basis of our friendship with the Lord Jesus Chridt...

“If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
-Jn 14:15

“You are My friendsif you do whatever | command you.”
-Jn 15:14

Have you obeyed the commands of our Lord Jesus Chrig? - cf. Mk 16:15-16
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Matters Of Friendship

INTRODUCTION

1. Assocd cregtures living on an inhabited planet, it isimpossible to avoid associations with fellow
humen baings

2. AsChridians, it isimportant that our dealings with other people be conducted in wisdom

3. AsPaul wrote to the Colossians (though speaking specifically of our conduct with those not
Chrigtians, it would gpply to Chrigtian friends as well):

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your
speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you

ought to answer each one.” - Co 4:5-6

4. InHisdl-sufficient Word, God has provided the wisdom necessary whereby we can devel op good
relations with those around us, and avoid the pitfalls that too often destroy good friendships

5. Again, agood portion of this“wisdom” isfound in The Book Of Proverbs
[Turning to this book of the Bible, let’s note first what it says abott...]

|. THE VALUE OF A GOOD FRIEND

A. A FRIEND ISSOMEONE WHO CAN BE A SOURCE OF COMFORT...
1. Ingoodtimesandin badtimes-Pro 17:17
2. In some cases, even better than that provided by a brother - Pro 18:24b

B. A FRIEND ISSOMEONE WHO CAN BE A SOURCE OF GOOD COUNSEL ...
1. Counsd can that “delight the heart” - Pro 27:9
2. Thevdueof counsd ingenerd isseenin Pro 11:14

[A friend who can be trusted to be a source of good counsdl is certainly ablessng. But having friends
who are dependable is not dways easy. Consider, then some...]

II. ADVICE ON THE SELECTION OF FRIENDS

A. PEOPLE YOU DO NOT WANT ASFRIENDS...
1. Gossips-Pro20:19
2. Short-tempered - Pro 22:24-25
3. Thosegiven to drinking and gluttony - Pro 23:20-21
4. Those given to change - Pro 24:21-22
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5. Liars, those untrustworthy, and those inconsiderate - Pro 25:18-20
6. Those given to violence- Pro 1:10-19

B. THE SORT OF FRIENDS YOU WANT...

1.
2.

Those who display wisdom themsdves - Pro 13:20
For their teaching (counsd) will help lead you in the right way - cf. Pro 13:14

[As Paul said, the wrong kind of friends can be a corrupting influence (cf. 1 Co 15:33); but afriend
who is good and wise is one you want to hold on to! To avoid losing good friends, hereis some...]

[11.ADVICE ON MAINTAINING GOOD FRIENDSHIPS

A. THINGSTO AVOID, WHICH CAN DISRUPT A GOOD FRIENDSHIP...

1.

N U~ LN

Don't repesat everything you hear - Pro 17:9
Avoid sensdess arguments - Pro 17:14

Don't overstay your welcome - Pro 25:17

Don't meddle in affairs not your own - Pro 26:17
Don't play bad jokes - Pro 26:18-19

Don't be a“taebearer” - Pro 26:20

Don't be contentious - Pro 26:21

Don't engage in insncere flattery - Pro 27:14

[Following such advice, oneislesslikdy to offend his or her friends. But sometimes we do, and
regaining their confidence is not easy (cf. Pro 18:19). What can be done? Consider...]

B. SOLVING PROBLEMSWITH OUR FRIENDS...

N A WDNRE

Make sure that you are at peace with the Lord - cf. Pro 16:7
Be dow to anger - Pro 15:18; cf. Ja 1:19-20

Be dow to respond - Pro 18:13

Avoid quarreling - Pro 20:3

Speak gently - Pro 15:1

Spesk briefly - Pro 10:19

Be quick to show love - Pro 10:12

But if necessary, rebuke rather than flatter - Pro 28:23

CONCLUSION

1. Properly applying the wisdom of God found in His Word can assure that we enjoy the blessings of
good friends in thislife, and can look forward to enjoying these dear friendsin life eternd!

2. Rather than depend upon “trid and error” to learn “how to win friends and influence peoplée’, let
God's Word be your guide!

But of dl the friendships we could possible develop, none can excel the one we can have with Him who
truly “ sticks closer than a brother” - our Lord Jesus Christ!
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Have you become His friend? Consder what He has done for us...
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’slife for hisfriends.” (Jn 15:13)
Congider what He asks of us...
“You are My friends if you do whatever | command you.” (Jn 15:14)

Have you done what He commands? - cf. Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Matters Of Business

INTRODUCTION

1. Responghilities that accompany the privilege of being a Chrigtian are many, one of which isthe
necessity of providing a proper example to the world...
a. Weaeto bethelight of the world and the st of the earth - Mt 5:13-16
b. Thisrequires outstanding and honorable conduct on our part - 1 Pe 2:12
c. Thisisexpecidly true aswe go about the business of making aliving - ¢f. 2 Th 3:11-12

2. But how can we be sure that we behave properly toward outsdersin our business affairs?

3. Agan, the Book of Proverbs has much to say and wisdom to offer in dl areas of life, including
matters of business

[As one who was employed in secular work for anumber of years before devoting my full energiesto
the preaching of the gospd, | found the Proverbsto be especidly hepful in thisarea. For example,
from the Proverbs | learned...]

I. HOW TO KEEP BUSINESSIN ITSPROPER PLACE

A. REMEMBER WHAT SHOULD TAKE PRIORITY....

1. Itisafact of life that we must work to live and provide for our families
a. If weaen't willing to work, the church is under no obligationto helpus-2Th 3.6
b. If wedon't provide for our families, we are worse than unbelievers- 1 Ti 5:8

2. But misplaced priorities can be very harmful to our well-being!
a. Righteousness, not riches, iswhat istruly profitable - Pro 11:4
b. One should therefore seek to be righteous, not rich - Pro 11:28

3. Itisbetter to have alittle with righteousness, than to be rich and wicked - Pro 16:8

B. INVOLVE GOD IN OUR BUSINESS AFFAIRS...
1. Because then our efforts are more likely to succeed - Pro 16:3 (cf. the example of how the

Lord blessed Joseph - Gen 39:2-5)
2. Wearemore likely to be able to enjoy what we receive - Pro 10:22; cf. Ecc 5:18-6:2

C. REMEMBER THAT BUSINESSHAS A MAJOR SHORTCOMING...
1. Wenever know what might happen tomorrow - Pro 27:1; cf. Ja 4:13-16
2. Waedth isafleeting commodity not worth killing yoursdf in order to obtain - Pro 23:4-5

[Many people come to learn these truths only after alifetime, when they redlize they wasted their years
on things not truly important, but the beauty of the Proverbsis that even the young can know them early
and apply them to their livest From the Proverbs| aso learned...]
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II. HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL LABORER

A. WHAT “NOT” TO DO...
1. Belazy, for it will gresily irritate your bossl - Pro 10:26
2. Bedothful in your work, for it will ruin your company as quick as a competing company
(and how long will your job last if your company can't compete?) - cf. Pro 18:9

B. HERE ISWHAT YOU “SHOULD” DO...
1. Deveop sKill inyour work (it will not go unnoticed) - Pro 22:29
2. Bediligent in your work to ensure your promotion - Pro 12:24
3. Impress people with the qudity of your work, not the quantity of your words - Pro 14:23

[In today’ s comptitive job market, the best “skillsS’ one can have are such things as “diligence” and
“honesty”. Heeding the wisdom from the Proverbs can help one become a vauable commodity! The

Proverbs dso provide wisdom on...]

[11.HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL MANAGER OR EMPLOYER

A. TO BE A WISE MANAGER...
1. Bediligent in your planning, and not too hasty in getting things done - Pro 21:5
2. Nurture and utilize counsdl from others - Pro 15:22
3. Stay ontop of your job! - cf. Pro 27:23-27

B. TOBE A GOOD LEADER...
1. Don't be oppressive - Pro 28:16
2. Be concerned for the rights of your employees - Pro 29:7
3. Provide good trestment, and you will gain loydty and love - Pro 29:21
4. Hédp the employee see how hiswork benefits himsaf aswdll as the company, so he will be
diligent in his efforts - Pro 16:26

CONCLUSION

1. My own experience as both alaborer and a manager gave me opportunity to test the wisdom found
in The Book of Proverbs...
a. | found that if one...
1) Keepsthe need to work in proper perspective
2) Appliesthe principles found in Proverbs and other Scriptures
b. That God not only provides you with the necessities of life, but more often than not a good
degree of materid abundance!

2. Theimportant thing to keep in mind is that throughout our business dedings, we must dways heed
the words of Jesus. “ Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness!” (Mt 6:33)

In our next and final lesson, we shal consider wisdom from the Proverbs as it pertains to our
relationship with God...
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Proverbs and the Christian
Wisdom In Our Relationship With God

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthisbrief survey of The Book Of Proverbs, | havetried to stress...
a. That thisbook contains ingpired wisdom that relates to every relationship we face in the course
of life (family, friends, work, etc.)
b. That as Chrigtians who are to conduct themselves with wisdom (Ep 5: 15-16), this book can
serve as avauable guide in such areas of daily living

2. But of dl the rdationships that we have, the one in which it is most imperative that we possess
wisdom is our relationship with God Himsdlf! - Ep 5:17

3. Hereagain, The Book Of Proverbs has much to say that can benefit the Chrigtian, even though we
live under the New Covenant of Jesus Chrigt, and not the Law of Moses

[For example, in our reationship with God, we learn from Proverbsthat...]

I. TRUE WISDOM RECOGNIZESA NEED FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD

A. WHY ISTHERE A NEED FOR “THE FEAR OF THE LORD”...?
1. Itisthebeginning of wisdom itsdf - Pro 1.7
2. Unless aperson has a proper “fear of the Lord”, he will not be receptive to the Word of
Lord - cf. Pro 1. 7b (“fools despise wisdom and indruction”)

B. THE VALUE OF “THE FEAR OF THE LORD" ...
1. It prolongslife-Pro 10:27
a. By keeping one away from evil - Pro 16:6
b. And thus keeping one untouched by evil - Pro 19:23
c. People often shorten their lives due to wickedness...
1) For someillnesses are directly caused by wicked behavior (e.g., STD’S)
2) Emoationd dress as areault of the emotiond guilt of sintaking it toll on the body
3) But onewho fearsthe Lord and heeds His Word is spared from dl thig!
2. Itincreasesthe qudity of life- Pro 22:4
a. By giving one a strong confidence - Pro 14:26a (life is one of confidence, not despair,
knowing that one is being led by the Lord)
b. By providing refuge - Pro 14:26b (we have hep in troublous times, unlike those who
face them without God' s help)
c. By making life an overflowing experience - Pro 14:27a (every day can art afresh, for
in God we have forgiveness, joy, and peace)
d. By hdping usto avoid the pitfalls which destroy so many - Pro 14:27b (thus“qudlity of
life’ aswdl as* quantity of days’)
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[So from the Proverbs we learn the vaue of the fear of the Lord in our relationship with God (something
which Christ and His apostles continued to recognize - cf. Mt 10:28; Ac 10:34-35; Ph 2:12). From
Proverbs we aso learn that...]

II. TRUE WISDOM RECOGNIZES SOME THINGSARE AN ABOMINATION TO GOD

A. DEFINING THE WORD “ABOMINATION"...
1. Something which is“worthy of or causing loathing or hatred; something which is detestable”’
2. In other words, true wisdom understands...

a

b.

That there are some thing which God hates with aloathing disgust
That one would not be wisein his or her rdaionship with God if they continue in things
described as an “ abomination”

B. SOME THINGSWHICH ARE ABOMINATION TO THE LORD...
1. Sevenaeligedin Pro 6:16-19

ST

f.
g

A proud look (“pride’) - cf. Pro 16:5

A lying tongue - cf. Pro 12:22

Hands that shed innocent blood (murder)

A heart that devises wicked plans - cf. Pro 15:26

Feet that are swift in running to evil (i.e., quick to do evil rather than good) - cf. Pro
15:9

A false witness who spesks lies (and thus pervertsjustice) - cf. Pro 17:15

One who sows discord among brethren

2. Other abominationsto the Lord...

a

b.

C.

d.

Fase weights, by which others are cheated - Pro 11:1

A king committing wickedness - Pro 16:12

The sacrifice (worship) of the wicked - Pro 15:8

The prayers of those who ignore the law of God - Pro 28:9

[Understanding these things are that which God detests and loathes, a Chrigtian walking in wisdom
before his God will certainly avoid such! Findly, consder that from the Proverbs we dso learn that...]

1. TRUE WISDOM RECOGNIZESOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD ISAFFECTED

BY OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH OTHERS- Pro21:3

A. OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE POOR AND NEEDY ...
1. How we treat them reflects how we treat God! - Pro 14:31
2. If you make fun & their plight, beware! - Pro 17:5
3. TheLord will bless those who are gracious to the poor - Pro 19:17
4. And the Lord recompense His anger on those who rob the poor - Pro 22:22-23

B. OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH WIDOWSAND FATHERLESS...
1. Godisconcerned for the widow - Pro 15:25
2. And He will redeem the fatherless who are abused - Pro 23:10-11

C. OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH OUR ENEMIES...
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1. TheLordisnot please when we rgjoice over the defeat of our enemies- Pro 24:17-18
2. And the Lord will reward those who show kindness to their enemies - Pro 25:21-22

CONCLUSION

1. What wisdom can we therefore glean from The Book Of Proverbs? Smply that if...
a. Wehavethefear of the Lord in our hearts so asto do those things that please Him
b. We avoid those things which the Lord hates
c. Wetreat others with righteousness and justice
...our relationship with God is on asolid foundation!

2. | hopethat thisbrief survey of The Book Of Proverbs has simulated you to study it more on your
own, to let itswisdom guide you in your life

Aswe closethis series, | leave you with both a promise and awarning from the Proverbs themselves...

The promise: “He who heeds the word wisely will find good,
And whoever trustsin the Lord, happy ishe.” (Pro 16:20)

Thewarning: “Every word of God is pure;
Heisa shield to those who put their trustin Him.
Do not add to His words,
Lest Hereprove you, and you be found aliar.” (Pro 30:5-6)

Have you placed your trugt in the Lord by humbly submitting to His Words...?
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