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The Book Of Ruth
Ruth’sNoble Choice: “I Will Go” (1:1-22)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thebook of Ruthisabeautiful “interlude of love,” setin...
a. The period when judgesruled Isradl - Ru 1:1
b. Aneramarked by immordity, idolatry, and war - cf. Judg 21:25

2. Ittdlsaheartwarming story of devotion and faithfulness.
a. Concerning aM oabite widow (Ruth) who leaves her homeand
b. Tolivewith her Jewish mother-in-law (Naomi) inthe land of Israel

3. God honors Ruth’ s commitment...
a. By guiding her to thefidd of Boaz (anear kinaman to Naomi)
b. Where she gathers grain and finds a place in the genedlogy of Chridt!

4. It has been said the book serves two purposes...
a. Toillugrate how Jehovah rewards those who make wise spiritua choices and show steadfast
filid loydty
b. To explan how Ruth, a Moabitess, came to be an ancestor of David, and ultimately, the
Messiah - cf. Ru 4:21-22; Mt 1:5-6

[While the book’ s brevity and beauty makesit easy to read in one Sitting, we will let it serve asthe basis
for four sermons, one for each chapter. In chapter one, we learn of “ Ruth’s Noble Choice”...]

. AFATEFUL SOJOURN IN MOAB

A. FAMINE PROMPTSTHE JOURNEY....
1. Thesdting-Ru 1:1
a. Inthedaysof the judges (prior to the period of the kings of Israel)
b. Thereisfaminein theland of Judah
c. A family of four leave Bethiehem to dwell in Moab
1) Bethlehem, city located 5 mi. S of Jerusdem; birthplace of David and Jesus
2) Moab, country located due E of the Dead Sea
a) Descendants of Lot - Gen 19:36-37
b) Sometimes enemies, friends, of Israd - Jud 3:12-30; 1 Sam 22:3-4
2. Thefamily -Ru 1:2
a.  Elimdech the father, Naomi the mother
b. Their two sons. Mahlon and Chilion
c. Ephrathites - Bethlehem was dso known as Ephrath - Gen 35:19; Mic 5:2
3. Themove
a. Prompted by the famine
b. Perhapsindicating alack of faith in God, who made provison for when His children
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became impoverished - cf. Lev 25:35

B. DEATH STRIKESTHREE TIMES...
1. Himdechdies-Ru 1:3
a. Leaving Naomi awidow with two sons
b. Rabbinic tradition suggests his death was punishment for greed or having forsaken his
homdand (Expogtor’ s Bible Commentary)
2. Mahlon and Chilion marry women of Moab - Ru 1:4
a. Mahlon married Ruth, Chilion married Orpah - cf. Ru 4:10
b. Such marriages with women of Moab were strongly suspect, if not wrong - cf. Deu
23:3; 1Kin 11:1-2; Neh 13:23-27
c. They livein Moab about ten years
3. Mahlon and Chilion die- Ru 1:5
a. Rabbinic tradition suggestsit was because of leaving Judah, and their marriages
b. Leaving Naomi awidow and childless, which she took as divine judgment againgt her
- Ru 1:13,20-21

[Elimeech and his sons went to Moab to find bread, instead they found gr aves (Baxter). Bereaved of
her husband and two sons, Naomi gives thought to return to her homeland...]

. AFAITHFUL RETURN TO JUDAH

A. NAOMI CHOOSESTO RETURN HOME...
1. Thefaminein Judah had ended - Ru 1:6
a. Thelord sblessngs had return to Judah
b. TheLord had given them bread
2. Naomi encourages her daughters-in-law to remain in Moab - Ru 1:7-9
a. Asthey wereonther way to leave
b. Naomi encourages them to return to their mothers house
c. Naomi prays God's blessngs upon them
1) Totreat them kindly, because their kindnessto her
2) Tofind rest in the homes of future husbands
d. Prompting sorrowful displays a great affection

B. RUTH CHOOSESTO RETURN WITH HER...

1. Atfirg, both daughters-in-law desire to go with Naomi - Ru 1:10
a. Willing to return with her to her people
b. Which spesks highly of their love for Naomi and duty as daughters-in-law

2. Naomi seeksto dissuade them - Ru 1:11-13
a. She hasno sonsto offer them
b. Sheistoo old to have a husband
c. If shedid marry and have sons, would they wait until they were old enough?
d. It grieves her to see them suffer because of God' s chastisement of her

3. Ruth cannot be dissuaded - Ru 1:14-18
a. Weeping, Orpah kisses her mother-in-law and leaves
b. Ruth clingsto her mother-in-law, and Naomi tries once again to persuade her to return
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c. Ruth’'snaoble choice

1
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

To go wherever Naomi goes

To live wherever Naomi lives

To make the people of Naomi her people

To make the God of Naomi her God

To die and be buried where Naomi is buried

To let nothing but desth come between them

In making such a choice, Ruth has become a prosdyte to Judaism

d. Neaomi redizes Ruth is determined to go with her

C. NAOMI AND RUTH ARRIVE IN BETHLEHEM....
1. Ther ariva sparks excitement in the city - Ru 1:19
2. Naomi believes she should be called Mara - Ru 1:20-21
a. Nolonger Naomi (“Pleasant”), but Mara (“ Bitter”)
b. For shefedsthe Lord has dedt bitterly with her

1
2)

She left Judah full, and has returned empty
She bdlievesthe Lord has tetified againgt her, and has afflicted her

c. Thismay betrue- cf. Deu 28:15-19
1) Yet not dl suffering isindicative of divine chastisement (cf. Job)
2) Shemay have been theinnocent victim of others sins
3. Naomi and Ruth settle in Bethlehem - Ru 1:22
a.  Naomi, awoman without husband and sons
b. Ruth, the Moabitess living in a srange land

CONCLUSION

1. Ther ariva was at the beginning of the barley harvest...
a.  Which satsthe stage for the eventsin the next chapter
b. Which portends a new beginning in the lives of Naomi and Ruth

2. Thisgory cetanly illugtrates the importance of making choices...

a.  Choices come with consegquences, sometimes good, sometimes bad

b. Elimelech and his sons made choices...
1) Which may have appeared to be agood business decision
2) But ultimady left awife and mother awidow and motherlessin a srange land

c. Ruth made achoice
1) Toleavefamily and fase rdigion, for the true God and His family
2) Onethat would have provide both tempora and eterna blessings - cf. Mk 10:29-30

Sometimes the choice is not between right and wrong, but between good and better. Y et any choice
we make will be the right one if made with these words of Jesusin mind:

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.” - Mt 6:33

“Ruth’s Noble Choice” to follow Naomi and her God illudtrates the truth of Jesus' words!
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The Book Of Ruth
Ruth’sLowly Service: “Let Me Glean” (2:1-23)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study, we saw how Ruth came to be the daughter-in-law to Naomi...
a. Thejourney to Moab of Elimelech, Naomi, and their two sons
b. The death of Elimeech, and marriages of the sonsto Naomi and Orpah
c. Thedeaths of the sons, and Naomi’ s return to Judah accompanied by Ruth

2. Wenoaticed the“ noble choice” that was made by Ruth...
a. Toleave her home and religion of Moab
b. To adopt Naomi’s home and God as her own - cf. Ru 1:16-17

3. Noteworthy throughout this sory isthefilid devotion Ruth has toward her mother-in-law...
a Wesaw itin her “noble choice”
b. Wewill sseit againin her “lowly service”

[ The chapter begins where the previous one ended: at the time of the barley harvest. In such a setting
we read how...]

I. RUTH GLEANSIN THE FIELDS OF BOAZ

A. RUTH REQUESTSTO GLEAN IN THE FIELDS...
1. Weareintroduced to Boaz - Ru 2:1
a. A reative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech
b. A man of great wedth
2. Ruth gains permisson from Naomi to let her glean - Ru 2:2
a. Hoping to find favor (kindness) from alandowner
1) The Law forbid owners from regping the corners and gathering the gleanings of the
harvest - cf. Lev 19:9-10
2) Inthisway God provided for strangers, the fatherless, and widows - Deu 24:19-22
b. Perhapsnot al land owners respected this law
1) Especialy toward “strangers’
2) Wearereminded eight timesin this book that Ruth was a*“Moabitess’
3. Ruth “happened” to come upon the field belonging to Boaz - Ru 2:3
a. Gleaning after the regpers, as the Law alowed
b. She*happened” to come to the fild belonging to Boaz
1) Theword suggestsit was by “chance’, which may how it first appeared
2) Theoverdl context of the book revedsit was by “providence”’

B. BOAZ INQUIRESABOUT THE WOMAN IN THE FIELDS...
1. We seethe respect between Boaz and hisworkers - Ru 2:4
a. Heentreats the Lord’ s presence upon them
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b. They bid the Lord s blessng upon him

2. Boaz asks his foreman about the strange woman - Ru 2:5-7
a.  Who reates her Moabite background, and her relation to Naomi
b. Who recounts her request to glean, and her diligent labor

[With Boaz now aware of Ruth’ sidentity, we next learn how...]

II. BOAZ EXTENDSKINDNESSTO RUTH

A. HISINITIAL KINDNESS...
1. Boaz encourages her to glean in hisfiddd done - Ru 2:8-9
a. To day by hisyoung women
b. To know that his young men have been commanded not to touch her
c. Todrink when thirsty the water drawn by the young men
2. Ruthinquireswhy heis so kind to her, aforeigner - Ru 2:10-12
a. Boaz has heard of her devotion to Naomi, and her “noble choice’
b. Boaz praysthe Lord will bless her in return for seeking His refuge
3. Ruth iscomforted by hiskindness- Ru 2:13
a.  She hopesto continue to find favor in hissght
b. For hiskindness toward one who is not one of his maidservants

B. HISEXTENDED KINDNESS...

1. Shown to her a the noon medtime - Ru 2:14
a. Inviting her to eat with the rest of the workers
b. Passng roasted grain over for her to eat

2. Shown by theingructions given to his young men - Ru 2:15-16
a. Tolet her glean even among the sheaves without reproach
b. To purposdy let gaksfal from the bundlesfor her to glean

3. Allowing her to regp an ephah (about 30-50 pounds) of barley - Ru 2:17
a. A rather large amount for someone to glean from scraps
b. But then she had alot of hdp from the “clumsy” workerd

[At the end of the day, Ruth returns back to the city where...]

[I1.NAOMI RESPONDSWITH GREAT JOY

A. RUTH SHARESHER PRODUCE WITH NAOMI...
1. Ruth shows her mother-in-law what she gleaned - Ru 2:18a
2. Ruth gives Naomi her excessgrain - Ru 2:18b

B. NAOMI REJOICESOVER GOD’'SKINDNESS...
1. Inresponseto Naomi's questions, Ruth tells her about Boaz - Ru 2:19
2. Naomi blessesthe Lord - Ru 2:20
a. For Hiskindnessto the living and the dead
b. For Boaz isaclose rdative (who would have aduty to preserve the name of adead
relative)
Sermons From The Book Of Ruth 7
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c. Notethe contrast to her earlier fedings - cf. Ru 1:13,20,21

C. NAOM| COUNSELSRUTH TO CONTINUE...
1. Ruthtelsof Boaz' indructionsto continue gleaning among hisworkers- Ru 2:21
2. Naomi encourages her to stay with the women laborersin Boaz' fidd - Ru 2:22
3. Which Ruth does until the end of the harvest, while living with Naomi - Ru 2:23

CONCLUSION

1. Inthis chapter we have seen two noteworthy examples of righteous character...
a  Ruth'shumility and willingness to minister to the needs of her mother-in-law
b. Boaz kindnessand sense of propriety in histresiment of the foreign woman in hisfied

2. Wedso saw Naomi’ sfaith in God's care reassured...
a. Even though she believed her earlier loss was due to God' s discipline
b. Shewas convinced that God had not forsaken His kindness to the living and dead

Inthisstory of “ Ruth’s Lowly Service,” we aso see another truth displayed, that God gives grace to
the humble:

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselvesto [your] elders. Yes, all of
[you] be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for " God
resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in duetime, casting all
your care upon Him, for He caresfor you.” (1 Pe 5:5-7)

Arewe willing to render lowly service to those around us, humbling ourselves before God?
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The Book Of Ruth

Ruth’s Tender Plea: “Take Your Maidservant”
(3:1-18)

INTRODUCTION

1.

So far our study in the book of Ruth has reveded...
a. Ruth’snablechoice: “1 will go...” - Ru 1:1-22
1) Expressing great love for her mother-in-law, Naomi
2) Willing to forego home and religion, and adopt Isragl and the true God
b. Ruth’slowly service: “Let meglean...” - Ru 2:1-23
1) Exercigng her right asawidow to glean after the regpers during the harvest
2) Providing sustenance for hersdf and her mother-in-law

Our previous study reviewed how Ruth came to meet Boaz...

a.  Ruth “happened” to be gleaning in the fidd of Boaz - Ru 2:1-3

b. Boaz inquired of hisworkers about the sirange woman - Ru 2:4-5

c. Learning Ruth’sidentity, Boaz encouraged her to continue - Ru 2:8-9

d. Ruth was permitted to glean in the fields of Boaz throughout the harvest - Ru 2:21
e. Naomi was thrilled, because Boaz was aclose relative - Ru 2:20

[With advice from her mother-in-law, Ruth will make a“tender plea”’ tha will prompt Boaz to fulfill an
obligation that was due the family of Elimeech. Thus chapter three beginswith...]

NAOMI’'SADVICE TO RUTH

A. MOTIVATED BY MOTHERLY CONCERN...
1. Naomi loves her daughter-in-law as adaughter - Ru 3:1
2. Naomi is concerned for Ruth’s security and well-being - Ru 3:1
a.  Security (rest, KJV) implies benefits found in marriage - ¢f. Ru 1:9
b. It was customary for parents to arrange marriages - cf. Jud 14:1-2

B. PROMPTED BY PROVIDENTIAL CIRCUMSTANCES...
1. Boaz, with whose women Ruth gleaned in the fidlds, was arddive - Ru 3:2
a. Hecould fulfill the levirate law of marriage - cf. Deu 25:5-10
b. Perhaps Naomi had interpreted his kindness asinterest in Ruth
2. Boaz would be winnowing barley & the threshing floor - Ru 3:2
a. Threshing floors were located on a hill; this one outsade the city - cf. Ru 3:15
b. Naomi knew that Boaz would spend the night there - cf. Ru 3:4

C. DEVISED TO PROMPT A RESPONSE...
1. Ruthistold to wash, anoint hersdf, and put on her best garment - Ru 3:3a
2. Ruthistold to wait until Boaz has eaten and falen adeep - Ru 3:b-4a
3. Ruthistold to uncover Boaz' feet and lie down, and await hisresponse - Ru 3:4b
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Someinterpret “uncover hisfeet” and “lie down” as euphemisms for sexud activity - cf.
Eze 16:25 (KJV); Gen 19:32-35

Y et for Naomi to encourage Ruth to commit such an act of boldness and immordity is
completely counter to what we know of Ruth - ¢f. Ru 3:11b

The actud text suggests that nothing indecent happened - ¢f. Ru 3:7-8

[Ruth consents to follow the advice given by Naomi (Ru 3:5), and so we read of...]

II. RUTH AT THE FEET OF BOAZ

A. RUTH FOLLOWSNAOMI'SADVICE...

1. Ruth goes down to the threshing floor - Ru 3:6a

2. Ruth does according to her mother-in-law’ s ingtructions - Ru 3:6b
a. Shewaitsuntil Boaz had eaten and goneto deep - Ru 3:7a
b. She softly uncovers hisfeet and liesdown - Ru 3:7b

B. BOAZ STARTLED BY RUTH'SPRESENCE...

1. At midnight Boaz is sartled by awoman lying & hisfeet - Ru 3:8
Upon inquiry, Ruth identifies herself and makes her plea- Ru 3:9
a “Tekeyour maidservant under your wing”

2.

b.

1) Or “spread your cloak over your maid’ (NRSV)

2) Inthat region, asymboalic action denoting protection, marriage (JFB)
“For you are aclose rdative (near kinsman)”

1) Heocould fulfill thelevirate law of marriage - cf. Deu 25:5-6

2) But he was not the nearest of kin - cf. Ru 3:12

C. BOAZ RESPONDSWITH GRATITUDE, HONOR AND KINDNESS...
1. Boazisgraeful for her kindness- Ru 3:10
a.  She showed more kindness at the end than at the beginning

b.

In that she did not just go after any young man (implying that Boaz was older)

2. Boaz is concerned about preserving her honor - Ru 3:11-14
a. Hewould fulfill her request, for everyone knows of her virtue
b. Yet there was akinsman nearer to her than he

1) Boaz mug give him the opportunity to do his duty

2) Boaz swearsto perform the duty, if the other person does not
Boaz preserves her reputation

1) By having her say until morning, rather than leaving during the night
2) By instructing hisworkersto tell no one

3. Boaz gives Ruth six ephahs of barley - Ruth 3:15
a.  So she might not go empty-handed to her mother-in-law - cf. Ru 3:17
b. The ggnificance of this gift isuncertain

1) A gift of grain asthe bridd price?

2) A message intended for Naomi, recognizing her part or to secure her consent?

3) A “cover” for Ruth, should anyone see her, implying that she had been a work
gathering gran?

4) Smply agift from aman for the woman he hoped to marry?
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[With such alarge gift in hand.. ]

[1I.RUTH RETURNS TO NAOMI

A. RUTH REPORTSTO NAOMI...

1. Ruthtdlsdl that Boaz had donefor her - Ru 3:16
2. Ruth explainsthe six ephahs of barley - Ru 3:17

B. NAOMI ADVISESRUTH...

1. Towait to see how thingsturn out - Ru 3:18a
2. Confident that Boaz will act immediately - Ru 3:18b

CONCLUSION

1.

It istempting to caricature Naomi as a“matchmaker”...

a.  Shecatanly had given her plan some thought

b. She correctly anticipated Boaz' response

-- But it was definitely “arisky propostion” that could have easily gone awry!

Scholars debate whether anything improper took place between Ruth and Boaz; | appreciate the
following observation:

“Those who interpret a sexud relation in the events reflect their twentieth-century
culturd conditioning of sexud permissveness. They fall to gopreciate the dement of
Ruth’ s trust that Boaz would not dishonor her whom he wanted for hiswife. They fall
to gppreciate the culturd taboos of Ruth’s time that would have prevented a man of
Boaz' s position from taking advantage of Ruth, thereby destroying her reputation and
perhaps endangering hisown. Biblica writers were not squeamish about describing
sexua encounters, but the writer of Ruth has deliberately refrained from saying there
was aliaison between Ruth and Boaz. If read carefully and with sengitivity, it becomes
clear that he was saying just the opposite. Both Ruth and Boaz acted virtuoudy in a
Stuation they knew could have turned out otherwise. Chadtity was not an unknown
virtuein the ancient world.” - F. B. Huey, Jr. (Expositor’s Bible Commentary)

3. Againwe are struck by the noble character of Boaz...

a. Wesaw hiskindness and sense of propriety in the previous chapter
b. We see hiskindness and concern for duty and reputation in this chapter

The integrity of Boaz made it possible for Naomi to plan her “risky proposgtion” with a strong likelihood
that he would respond in the proper manner. The benefit of having integrity isthat people know how
we will respond in a given Stuation.

Would we have responded like Boaz...?
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The Book Of Ruth
Ruth’sMarital Joy: “SheBoreA Son” (4:1-22)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our brief survey of the book of Ruth has thus far reveded...

a. Ruth’snaoblechoice: “1 will go...” - Ru 1:1-22
1) Expressng greet love for her mother-in-law, Naomi
2) Willing to forego home and religion, and adopt Israel and the true God

b. Ruth’slowly service: “Let meglean...” - Ru 2:1-23
1) Exercisng her right asawidow to glean after the regpers during the harvest
2) Providing sustenance for hersalf and her mother-in-law

c. Ruth’stender plea: “Takeyour maidservant...” - Ru 3:1-18
1) Madeto Boaz, anear kinsman
2) Aspart of acareful plan proposed by her mother-in-law, Naomi

2. Noteworthy throughout this story has been the character of Boaz...
a. A kind man, with a strong sense of propriety
b. A hospitable man, with a concern for duty and reputation
c. A man Naomi knew “will not rest until he has concluded the matter thisday” - Ru 3:18

3 Aswe cometo the fourth and final chapter...
a. We see how Boaz fulfills“ Ruth’ s marital joy”
b. Reaulting in the birth of a son who became David' s grandfather
[Asthe chapter opens, Boaz begins the process promised to Ruth earlier (cf. Ru 3:12-13)...]

|. BOAZ CONFRONTSA CLOSE RELATIVE

A. AT THE TOWN GATE...
1. Boaz meetsthe closeredive a the gate- Ru 4:1
a.  Where people would trave in and out of the town
b. Where business transactions were often made
c. Wherejudges and officers were to be found - cf. Deu 16:18
2. Boaz cdlstogether ten dders of the city - Ru 4:2
a.  Who were frequently gathered at the gate - cf. Pro 31:23
b. Such elderswould serve as witnesses - cf. Ru 4.9

B. REGARDING NAOMI'SLAND...
1. Naomi had sold the land which belonged to her husband, Elimelech - Ru 4:3
a. Sometrandations (NIV, NASB, etc.) indicate she was about to sdll it - cf. Ru 4:9
b. Within her right as one who was poor - cf. Lev 25:25
2. Boaz encourages the close relative to redeem it, or Boaz will - Ru 4:4
a. It wasimportant that land stay within the family - cf. Lev 25:23-28; Num 27:1-11
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b. Atfirg, the doserdativeiswilling to redeem it

C. WHO REFUSESTO REDEEM THE LAND...
1. Boaz points out the obligation involving Ruth the Moabitess - Ru 4:5
a. Tobuy (or acquire) Ruth (cf. NRSV, NASB) - cf. dso Ru 4:10
b. Tomarry her and perpetuate the name of her dead husband by giving him ason - cf.
Deu 25:5-6
2. Prompting the close rdldtive to refuse to redeem it - Ru 4:6
a.  Concerned about ruining his own inheritance
1) Perhaps because he knew the land would belong to Elimeech’ sfamily
2) Thus spending money for land that would not long be his
b. Who then gave the right (and responsibility) of redemption to Boaz

[With the refusal of redemption by the close rdative...]

II. BOAZ REDEEMSNAOMI AND RUTH

A. THE TRANSACTION FOR NAOMI'SLAND...
1. Confirmed by the removd of asandd - Ru 4:7-8
a. A cudom “in former times’
1) Evidently not when the book of Ruth was written
2) Possbly traced to the practice of taking possession of land by walking on the soil of
the land being damed (F. B. Huey, Jr., Expositor’s Bible Commentary)
b. Similar to another cusom involving the remova of asandd - cf. Deu 25:7-10
1) Regarding the refusd to marry the widow of on€e' s brother
2) Anexpresson of shame for such refusd to accept responsibility
C. Yet such shame does not appear to be the purpose in this case
2. Witnessed by the ten elders and dl the people- Ru 4.9
a. They witnessed that Boaz purchased dl the land of Elimeech and his sons
b. Tha he bought it from the hand of Naomi

B. THE ARRANGEMENT FOR RUTH'SHAND...
1. Boaz has acquired Ruth aswife- Ru 4:10
a. To perpetuate the name of the dead (Mahlon, Ruth’ s dead husband)
b. Tomantan Mahlon's (family?) postion a the gate
2. Witnessed and blessed by townspeople and the elders - Ru 4:11-12
a. The people proclam themsalves witnesses
b. They bless Ruth and Boaz
1) That the Lord make her like Rache and Leah
2) That Boaz prosper and be famousin Bethlehem Ephrathah
3) That their house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah - cf. Gen
46:12; Num 26:20-22

[With the transaction for the land witnessed, and their union as husband and wife blessed by the people
a the gate...]
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[11.BOAZ MARRIES RUTH

A. THEY HAVE A SON NAMED OBED...

1. With conception given by the Lord - Ru 4:13
a. Fertility and barrenness were sometimes attributed to the Lord - cf. Gen 29:31; 30:2
b. Perhapsin thisway the writer was implying God' s acceptance of the union of Boaz and

Ruth

2. With praise and prayer offered by the women - Ru 4:14-15
a. PrasetotheLord for His kindness to Naomi through her daughter-in-law
b. Prayer that the child be arestorer and nourisher to Naomi in her old age

3. With nurang by Naomi - Ru 4:16

4. With hisname“Obed” (servant) given by the neighbor women - Ru 4:17

B. WHO WILL BE GRANDFATHER TO DAVID...
1. Asmentioned a theclose of Ru 4:17
2. Asilludraed in the genedlogy of Perez - Ru 4:18-22

Perez (son of Judah)

Hezron

Ram

Amminadab

Nahshon

Samon

Boaz

Obed

Jesse

David

TS0 T

CONCLUSION

1. At the beginning of our study, we noted that the book of Ruth serves two purposes...
a. Toillugrate how God rewards those who make wise spiritua choices and show steadfast
filid loyaty
b. To explan how Ruth, a Moabitess, came to be an ancestor of David, and ultimately, of the
Messiah - cf. Ru 4:21-22; Mt 1:5-6

2. Thebook aso reveds examples of commendable character...
a. Nobility of character in Ruth, who proved to be better to Naomi than seven sond!
b. Nobility of character in Boaz, as an employer, and believer in God's promises and commands

Remember that such character was manifested during adark period in Israd's higtory ...

"In those days [there was| no king in Israel; everyone did [what was| right in
hisown eyes." (Judg 21:23)

May their example of character encourage usto do what is right when we live among people who seem
to be little different than those in the days of the Judges...!
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